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I.
INTRODUCTION


Under Article 18 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) shall consider, inter alia, the annual report of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights referred to in Article 91.f of the Charter, and shall submit it, with observations, recommendations, and accompanying draft resolutions, to the Permanent Council.  These shall be presented to the General Assembly of the Organization.


On March 18, 2010, the CAJP met under the chairmanship of Ambassador Jorge Skinner-Klée, Permanent Representative of Guatemala to the OAS, to receive the presentation of the Annual Report of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights to the General Assembly, document CP/doc.4466/10. Attending for the Court were its President, Judge Diego García-Sayán, Executive Secretary, Pablo Saavedra Alessandri, and Deputy Secretary, Emilia Segares Rodríguez.

II. OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS BY MEMBER STATES ON THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COURT OF HUMAN RIGHTS
At the meeting, the representatives of the Permanent Missions of Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, and Peru made observations and recommendations on the report, which are summarized below. The delegations: 

· Expressed appreciation for the presentation of the report and congratulated the President of the Court, Judge Diego García-Sayán on the work he had done. 

· Recognized the Court for its ongoing efforts towards rapprochement with member state representatives and for taking account of the concerns they expressed. 

· Emphasized the amendments to the Rules of Procedure, arising from the first and second stages of the process, adopted by the Court at its LXXXV regular session, held from November 16 to 28, 2009, which would unquestionably contribute to advances in the protection of human rights. They emphasized that these amendments were important in enhancing procedural balance among the parties, as well as legal predictability and legal certainty.

· Emphasized the participatory and transparent dialogue with the different actors and users of the system that had preceded these amendments, which was building confidence in the system; and indicated their satisfaction at noting that this confidence was a specific outcome of the spirit of dialogue and joint reflection with the member states.

· Indicated that these amendments to the Rules of Procedure enhanced the objectivity and procedural balance thereof, and that the process should continue through constructive and wide-ranging analysis of the needs of the system, with a view to strengthening it.

· Noted the efficiency, speed, and timeliness now reflected in the work of the Court, despite its substantially heavier workload. This was evident from the reduced case processing time and number of judgments issued, from which victims derived substantial benefit. 

· Noted the change in the role of the IACHR in proceedings before the Court and the right of victims to direct representation, which enhanced balance in inter-American judicial procedure. 

· Applauded the establishment, in resolution AG/RES. 2426 (XXXVIII-O/08), of the “Legal Assistance Fund of the Inter-American Human Rights System,” and the use thereof.  They applauded as well as the Inter-American Defender, which afforded victims full access to the justice system.

· Emphasized the importance of technological advances intended to create a greener and more efficient organization, which accorded greater legitimacy to the inter-American justice system.

· Emphasized the positive results achieved through the use of private hearings to monitor compliance with the judgments handed down by the Court, which had proven to be one of the most effective mechanisms developed to promote compliance with these judgments.

· Reiterated the need to increase, and to formalize in the OAS Regular Fund, the budget of the Court so that its needs – both financial and staffing – could be met.
· Indicated their intent to continue efforts to find long-term solutions to the budgetary situation of the Court so that its budgetary allocation reflected the political priority attached to human rights, since the member states needed a strengthened jurisdictional and advisory body.

· Referred to the need for greater clarity regarding the minimum and maximum duration of provisional measures. They also questioned the territorial application of measures and whether States needed to go beyond their borders.

· Viewed positively the adoption of limited provisional measures ordered ex officio by the Court.

· Emphasized the usefulness and importance of the Court’s advisory function, essential to the effective operation of the system.

· Applauded the Court’s efforts to promote international human rights law, as well as its own standards, norms, principles, and jurisprudence, with justice administrators and other State officials. 

· Emphasized, in particular, the efforts by the Court to participate in organizing courses to provide government employees working in different areas of human rights with training on the operation and procedures of the Court and the inter-American human rights system in general. In that regard, they applauded the training offered to judges, public defenders, and prosecutors, as well as the practice of taking advantage of visits to other countries to develop closer ties with judicial bodies of those states and maintain ongoing contact with them. They pointed to the training programs for official justice operators and public defenders of the Americas, as well as efforts to promote the internships and professional visits program. 

· Applauded the promotional action carried out by the Court through cooperation mechanisms, technical assistance, and training, as well as its efforts to promote and strengthen ties with the high courts of the States Parties to the American Convention, especially supreme courts and constitutional courts.

· Indicated that the cooperation and human rights promotion functions in the States should be directed at raising awareness of human rights, thereby promoting a culture of tolerance, peace, and development in the Hemisphere.

· Mentioned the important contribution by the Court to the growing harmonization of the legal systems of the Hemisphere.
· Emphasized the significant contribution made by the jurisprudence of the Court to enriching international human rights law at the hemispheric level. 

· Emphasized the efforts by the Court to promote international human rights law, as well as its own standards, norms, principles, and jurisprudence, among justice administrators and other State officials.

· Mentioned the importance of the jurisprudence of the Court as a source of legal doctrine within the member states and as a means of enhancing national human rights systems. 

· Reiterated the importance of promoting the universal adoption of the inter-American human rights system as an indication of OAS member state commitment to respect for human rights in the Hemisphere. 

· Reaffirmed the importance of preserving the autonomy of the Court, which has been maintained at all times and in all circumstances, thus ensuring respect for it and for the inter-American system for the promotion and protection of human rights as a whole. 

· Reaffirmed their support and most steadfast commitment to the Court, emphasizing the contribution made by its jurisprudence to enriching international human rights law and as a means of enhancing national human rights systems.

Lastly, the Permanent Council will consider the draft resolution “Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights” (CP/CAJP-2869/10 rev. 1), to be forwarded to it by the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs for referral to the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session.
III. PRESENTATION BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COURT OF HUMAN RIGHTS 

http://scm.oas.org/pdfs/2010/CP24673S-1.pdf 

IV. VERBATIM STATEMENTS BY MEMBER STATES

Dominican Republic: http://scm.oas.org/pdfs/2010/CP24673S-2.pdf 

Colombia: http://scm.oas.org/pdfs/2010/CP24673S-3.pdf 

Argentina: http://scm.oas.org/pdfs/2010/CP24673S-4.pdf 

Costa Rica: http://scm.oas.org/pdfs/2010/CP24673S-5.pdf 

Mexico: http://scm.oas.org/pdfs/2010/CP24673S-6.pdf 
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