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I.
INTRODUCTION

The dialogue on the functioning of the inter-American human rights system among the member states and the Presidents of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights took place on March 20, 2009, in pursuance of the following resolutions:

1.
AG/RES. 2521 (XXXIX-O/09), “Strengthening of Human Rights Systems pursuant to the Mandates Arising from the Summits of the Americas,” which, in operative paragraph 3.a, calls for continuing the process of reflection on the inter-American system for the promotion and protection of human rights, begun in the framework of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs and which, in operative paragraphs 3.b, 3.e, and 3.f,  respectively, provides for the examination of ways to bring about an adequate and effective increase in the economic resources assigned to the organs of the inter-American human rights system in the program-budget of the Organization; the consideration of ways to promote compliance with the judgments of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and follow-up of the recommendations of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights by member states; and analysis of the priorities for improvement of the inter-American human rights system, including consideration of the possibility that the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights may come to operate on a permanent basis, taking into account related information provided by the presidents of both organs;

2.
AG/RES. 2522 (XXXIX-O/09), “Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights,” in which the Commission was encouraged to continue to participate in the dialogue with member states in the reflection process on strengthening the inter-American human rights system, within the context of the CAJP; 

3.
AG/RES. 2479 (XXXIX-O/09), “Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights,” in which the Court was encouraged to continue to participate in the dialogue with member states in the reflection process on strengthening the inter-American human rights system, within the context of the CAJP;

4.
Resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), which provided for civil society participation.

In his initial statement, Ambassador Jorge Skinner-Klee, Permanent Representative of Guatemala to the OAS and Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP), made reference to the various resolutions concerning the dialogue between the Member States and the organs of the Inter-American System for the protection of human rights, and the continuation of the reflection process in this matter, with the aim of proposing concrete actions.  

What follows is a summary of the various statements by the Presidents of the Commission and the Court and the member state delegations.

A. Judge Diego García-Sayán, President of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights
Judge García-Sayán thanked the expressions of support in the presentation of the Court’s Annual Report.  He added that there is no procedural delay and that significant progress has been achieved in reducing the time for processing, on average, from 44 months to 17 months; that during 2009 the work of supervision of compliance has been intensified, and that provisional measures have required an intense activity from the Court.  The President of the Court made reference to the topic of compliance with the Judgments, and the amendment of the Rules of Procedure carried out in coordination with the IACHR.
B. Commissioner Felipe González, President of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights
Commissioner González underlined that for the IACHR it is very important having the space to dialogue with the States and civil society.  He mentioned that the amendment of the Rules of Procedure that resulted of a process of dialogue with the Court and the wide participation of the States and civil society.  With respect to the Individual Petition System, he expressed that the variety of cases demonstrates a growing diversity and the indivisibility of human rights.  The President of the IACHR also made reference to the topic of compliance with the recommendations of the IACHR, the furtherance of friendly settlements, and the challenges in relation to the universality of the system.  

C. Member States
In general, all of the States that took the floor underlined the importance of the activity of the dialogue between the organs of the Inter-American System for the Protection of Human Rights, and the Member States of the Organization.
In particular, the delegation of Uruguay welcomed the opportunity created by the dialogue to further the exchange of ideas and collaborate in the improvement of the system, with full respect of the autonomy of its organs.  The delegation reiterated its commitment to strengthen the system and its universality, and proposed the discussion of the idea to create a working group within the Permanent Council, to implement the recommendations of the IACHR and the Judgments of the Court. 

The delegation of El Salvador underlined that the ideal situation would be that the System be every time more subsidiary to the national mechanisms, it informed that it has reinvented its relation to the System based upon a new vision that grants privilege to the rights of the victims and the respect of the international obligations, and added that it has sponsored the right to education in human rights.
The delegation of Costa Rica made a detailed description on the historical evolution of the System, stressing the interest of the States that generated the creation of the IACHR and the gradual consolidation of its instruments and institutions through the American Convention on Human Rights, and expressed its interest in granting the highest priority to the goal of the universality of the System.

The delegation of Colombia identified the challenges of the System to contribute to the strengthening of the national institutions, as well as the need to work in improving the financing, the process of reflection within the organs, and the universality.  It informed about its contribution to the Legal Assistance Fund.  It raised its queries in relation to “Chapter IV” of the Annual Report of the IACHR, the continued reference to Colombia in it despite all of the changes effectuated in that State, and the need to analyze the impact of this Chapter.  

The delegation of Argentina acknowledged the autonomy of the organs, the need to finance it adequately and the importance of the new figure of the Inter-American Defender.
The delegation of Panama underlined the work of the organs in contrast to the scarcity of their resources and declared its support to increase its Budget.  It offered its territory as one seat of the IACHR and lauded the Legal Assistance Fund.
The delegation of Ecuador underlined that the budgetary problem limits the functioning of the organs; it advocated for the financial autonomy of the organs and lamented the problem of denials of United States visas for activities of the IACHR.  
The delegation of Mexico valued the amendment of the Rules of Procedure implemented by the organs of the System, acknowledged the opening of the organs to carry out wide consultations and underlined the importance to work for the universality of the System.  
The delegation of Chile pronounced itself over the importance of the dialogue, living the organs of the System adequate resources and continuing activities of dialogue.  
The delegation of the Dominican Republic made reference to the universality of the instruments of the Inter-American System for the Protection of Human Rights, the importance of the amendment of the Rules of Procedure implemented by the organs of the system, and the continuance of the activities for the strengthening of the organs.  

The delegation of Peru made reference to the autonomy of the organs, underlined that the insufficiency of resources creates important limitations to the development of activities, and acknowledged the amendment of the Rules of Procedure implemented by the organs of the System.  
The delegation of Brazil underlined the importance of providing the organs of the System with adequate Financing. 

The delegation of Venezuela stated that strengthening the Inter-American System for the Protection of Human Rights is a priority and that, in that context, the universality of the System and the objectivity must be promoted.  It presented three proposals: the review of IACHR criteria to include States in “Chapter IV” of its Annual Report; the creation of a legal mechanism to strengthen the provisional nature of precautionary measures, and providing the States with the right to be heard during thematic hearings.  With respect to an in loco visit, the delegation expressed that it is not accepted.
The delegation of the United States expressed its support for an Inter-American System for the protection of Human Rights that enjoys more financial autonomy.  It underlined that it is important that each State analyze its own behavior in relation to human rights.
The delegation of Nicaragua expressed its conviction that the topic of human rights must not be politicized.  It underlined the importance of the work of the IACHR in relation to the rights of migrant workers and their families, it acknowledged the process of amendment of the Rules of Procedure, and stated that it will study the impact of the said reforms.  
The delegation of Canada stated its support to the activities of the organs of the Inter-American System for the Protection of Human Rights, of continued efforts to ensure the financial sustainability of the said activities, and underlined the importance of continuing the activities of dialogue between the actors of the System.  
Judge Diego García-Sayán, President of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights

Judge García-Sayán thanked the States for their observations and stressed again the importance of ensuring adequate Financing of the activities of the System in relation to human Rights. 
D. Commissioner Felipe González, President of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights

Commissioner González thanked the States for their support and highly valued the constructive spirit in which the observations were made. 
The President of the IACHR thanked all attendants for their presence and declared the meeting closed.
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