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Over the last ten years, there has been a marked increase in the number of resolutions that the CAJP refers each year to the General Assembly for consideration, from 17 for the 2000 General Assembly to 33 for the 2010 Assembly. While this could be a reflection of the expanded range of the Committee’s work, it has been noted, in many cases, that a number of the resolutions submitted by CAJP reiterate texts already adopted in previous years.

This affects the work of the Committee itself, which devotes half of its time to negotiating resolutions considered relatively important by the mere repetition, but it especially affects the efficiency and effectiveness of the organization itself by diverting effort from the core issues and priorities set forth in its Charter.

In that regard, at the meetings early in his term in September 2010 the Chair of the CAJP stated its intention to improve the systematization of resolutions negotiated by the Committee, an initiative supported by the other authorities of the organization at the first coordination meeting that the Chair of the Permanent Council held with the committee and working group chairs in October 2010.

Accordingly, the organization’s technical areas with competence in the subject matters under the purview of the CAJP, and specifically the Secretariat for Legal Affairs and the Executive Secretariat of the IACHR, have been requested to put in place elements and standards to guide this initiative for systematizing resolutions negotiated by the CAJP, as well as a list of mandates that have not been completed to date.  

Finally, without prejudice to the member states’ right, recognized in the General Assembly’s and the Permanent Council’s Rules of Procedure, to submit draft resolutions, at its meeting on January 24, 2011 the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs approved this Guide to Recommendations and Suggestions in order to expedite and streamline the CAJP’s preparations for the San Salvador General Assembly. Accordingly, delegations decided to make an effort to abide by the following recommendations, taking into consideration the peculiarities of each draft resolution, on a case-by-case basis:

· That, when submitting draft resolutions, delegations should identify thematic affinities, similarities, and complementarities with other draft resolutions to facilitate grouping topics together or merging texts;

· That the delegations consider submitting draft resolutions biennially or, possibly, triennially, in view of the already solid institutionalization of the respective topic or for the dynamics of fulfilling mandates to be long-term; 

· That the delegations consider incorporating “termination clauses” in draft resolutions, to address in a resolution issues or mandates that are not ongoing. The would stipulate a term or period for fulfillment and would not need to keep reiterating;

· That the delegations consider incorporating their efforts under “omnibus resolutions” for those issues on which there has been no change in treatment in relation to the previous year.

· In addition, reiterate to delegations that, in order to expedite the negotiation of resolutions, texts be as concise as possible, by reducing the number of preambular paragraphs, avoiding repetition of paragraphs that are already included in other resolutions, and making general references to those mandates considered necessary to reiterate, without needing to engage in unnecessary negotiations around wording.
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