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I. INTRODUCTION

In accordance with its Work Plan 2010-2011 (CP/CAJP-2898/10 rev. 1), the CAJP had responsibility for consideration of the resolution “Strengthening the Activities of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas” [AG/RES. 2603 (XL-O/10)].  To that end, it set April 14, 2011 as the date for the presentation of the Annual Report of the JSCA.


Under the leadership of Ambassador Guillermo Cochez, Vice Chair of the Committee and Permanent Representative of Panama to the OAS, the CAJP met on April 14, 2011, in the afternoon, to receive the presentation of the Annual Report of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (CP/doc.4551/11). In attendance on behalf of the JSCA was Dr. Russell Wheeler, member of the Board of Directors.  Also in attendance were the delegations of Argentina, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Jamaica, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, United States, Uruguay, and the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.

II. OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE MEMBER STATES ON THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE JUSTICE STUDIES CENTER OF THE AMERICAS (JSCA)

At the meeting, the representatives of the permanent missions of Canada, Chile, Guatemala, Mexico, Panama, United States, and Uruguay made observations and recommendations on the Annual Report of the Center.  These are summarized below:

· Activities of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas:
· The representatives expressed appreciation for and acknowledged the major contribution and effort made by the Justice Studies Center of the Americas as part of its work, which were reflected in the annual report.  They also endorsed and expressed support for the activities of the JSCA.
· They mentioned and expressed appreciation for the technical support provided by the Center to the states through research, evaluation, dissemination, and training programs.
· They pointed to the training course “Challenges and Opportunities in the Assessment of Evidence during Adversarial Oral Trials,” whose aim was to show the complexities of and possibilities afforded by the assessment of evidence in adversarial oral systems in improving the quality of judicial decisions.
· The emphasized the seminar series “Transforming Civil Justice in Ibero-America: Contents and Challenges,” held in 2010 in Madrid, Santiago, and Montevideo, whose aim was to analyze oral procedures and draw conclusions regarding aspects that countries undertaking procedural reforms should consider, based on lessons learned from existing reforms in this area.

· They emphasized the excellent relations between the JSCA and judicial systems of member states, and mentioned the technical advice it provided during their judicial reform processes.

· Strengthening of the Center:
· They indicated a need for a greater JSCA presence and participation in the CAJP forum, since justice was a fundamental element of efforts to ensure the rule of law.

· They emphasized that in addition to judicial reforms, international cooperation, together with effective implementation and training in the justice sector, were key factors in building and strengthening the rule of law.
· They encouraged the member states to support and emphasize the work of the JSCA to ensure that it had greater visibility and obtained additional financial support.

· They expressed appreciation for the effective work of the Center over the years, despite its limited funding, and therefore urged the member states to continue to support the work of the JSCA.
· They emphasized that support for the JSCA by the member states was key in furthering judicial system modernization in the region, so as to be able to move forward in strengthening democracy.

Ultimately, the Permanent Council will consider the draft resolution “Strengthening the Activities of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas,” to be referred to it by the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs for referral to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session. 

III. PRESENTATION BY DR. RUSSELL WHEELER, MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE JUSTICE STUDIES CENTER OF THE AMERICAS

http://scm.oas.org/pdfs/2011/CP26263-1.pdf 

IV. VERBATIM INTERVENTIONS BY MEMBER STATES

Uruguay:  http://scm.oas.org/pdfs/2011/CP26263-2.pdf 
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