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The Republic of Albania, by means of a note dated March 28, 2011,
(CP/doc.4557/11) filed an application to be granted permanent observer status at the Organization of American States. 


On September 8, 2011, the CAJP found that the Republic of Albania’s application met the provisions of resolutions AG/RES. 50 (I-O/71), “Permanent Observers to the Organization of American States,” and CP/RES. 407 (573/84), “Revised Procedures for Granting Permanent Observer Status,” in which it was advised by the Department of International Affairs of the General Secretariat (see Annex) and, consequently, it resolved to recommend that the Permanent Council adopt the corresponding resolution that has been placed before it.
DRAFT RESOLUTION

GRANTING THE REPUBLIC OF ALBANIA THE STATUS OF PERMANENT OBSERVER TO THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES


THE PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES,



HAVING SEEN the request by the Republic of Albania to be granted the status of permanent observer to the Organization of American States (CP/doc.4557/11)
/ and the corresponding report of the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs ( FILLIN  \* MERGEFORMAT CP/CAJP-3015/11 FILLIN  \* MERGEFORMAT );
CONSIDERING:


That in resolution AG/RES. 50 (I-O/71), on “Permanent Observers to the Organization of American States,” the General Assembly established the status of permanent observer to the Organization of American States and entrusted the Permanent Council with the task of determining the criteria and timing for giving effect to and implementing that provision; and,


That, in keeping with resolution CP/RES. 407 (573/84), “Revised Procedures for Granting Permanent Observer Status,” any independent state may request the status of permanent observer to the Organization of American States,

RESOLVES:


1.
To grant the Republic of Albania the status of permanent observer to the Organization of American States, in accordance with the provisions of resolutions AG/RES. 50 (I-O/71) of the General Assembly and CP/RES. 407 (573/84) of this Council.


2.
To invite the Republic of Albania to accredit a permanent observer to the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization, pursuant to operative paragraph 7 of resolution CP/RES. 407 (573/84).


3.
To request that the Secretary General notify the Government of the Republic of Albania and, subsequently, the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization, including the specialized inter-American organizations, of the adoption of this resolution.

ANNEX
REMARKS OF DR. IRENE KLINGER, DIRECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENT OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS

Meeting of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP)

Simón Bolívar Room – September 8, 2011

Request by the Republic of Albania to be granted the status of Permanent Observer to the Organization of American States (CP/doc.4557/11)

On March 25, 2011, the Government of the Republic of Albania, through Mr. Edmond Haxhinasto, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs, submitted a letter to the Secretary General requesting the status of Permanent Observer to the OAS. This letter was transmitted by the Secretary General to the President of the Permanent Council, which was referred to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs and is now presented for consideration. 

In accordance with Resolutions CP/RES. 52 (61/72) and CP/RES. 407 (573/84) from the Permanent Council of the OAS regarding the procedures for granting the status of Permanent Observers, we present the following information for your consideration on this request:

Compliance with the Requisites for Approval of Permanent Observer Status:

As put forth in CP/RES. 52 (61/72) and revised in CP/RES. 407 (573/84), applicants seeking to achieve the status of Permanent Observer must meet the following terms:

1. Be a non-American independent state;

2. Have no outstanding territorial or legal disputes with a Member State;

3. Provide any additional information deemed necessary, such as current relations and potential collaborative efforts; and

4. Submit the name of potential representative to be appointed.

I.
Non-American Independent State

Independence and Government:

The Republic of Albania is a parliamentary democracy established under its renewed 1998 constitution. Elections are held every four years for a unicameral Assembly, who elects the President of the Republic to a five year term, by secret ballot, as well as the members of the Supreme Court and the Attorney General. Executive power rests with the Prime Minister and the Council of Ministers. Council members are nominated by the President based on the Prime Minister’s recommendations, and are selected by the People’s Assembly. 

Inter-governmental Organizations to which Albania is a Member: 

Since December 1955, the Republic of Albania has been a member of the United Nations (UN) as well as its agencies, and is a member of other inter-governmental organizations including the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) and the World Trade Organization (WTO). The country was officially recognized as a European Union candidate country in 2009.

List of Inter-Governmental Organization Membership:

	Name
	Date of Entry

	United Nations
	1955

	IMF
	1992

	WHO
	1993

	European Bank for Reconstruction and Development
	Unknown

	Central European Initiative
	1996

	Council of Europe
	1995

	Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe
	1995

	Black Sea Economic Cooperation
	Unknown

	World Trade Organization
	2000

	Adriatic-Ionian Initiative
	2000

	Southeast Europe Cooperation Process
	1996

	Regional Cooperation Council
	Unknown

	North Atlantic Treaty Organization
	2009


The Republic of Albania has five foreign policy priorities: 1) Integration into the European Union; 2) Support for proper regional developments aiming at regional security, peace and tranquility and the protection of the country’s national interests; 3) Priority development of economic and cultural diplomacy for the attraction of foreign investment, marketing, economic and tourist potential; 4) Promotion of bilateral relations for developments in various areas of mutual and common benefit; and 5) Promotion of multilateral relations in international bodies, multilateral initiatives and international coalitions that will enhance Albania’s presence in the international arena and to encourage participation in programs that strengthen peace and security in the world.

II.
No Outstanding Territorial or Legal Disputes with a Member State

The Republic of Albania does not have any claim or territorial disputes with any member state of the OAS. 

III.
Additional Information

Relations with OAS Member States

The Republic of Albania has formal diplomatic relations with ten OAS Member States. These countries are: Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Cuba, Mexico, Panama, Peru, United States, and Uruguay.

The Republic of Albania is represented with formal diplomatic delegations in Argentina, Brazil, Canada, and the United States. 

Cooperation Programs with the OAS:

The Republic of Albania, as an increasingly active member of some regional and international organization, is seeking to enhance its role in defending and promoting democratic values. 


The Republic of Albania believes that by receiving the status of Permanent Observer it will provide a value to the Organization based on its shared convictions in the areas of democracy, human rights, security and development. Albania plans to use the status as Permanent Observer to strengthen its ties with the region and to promote mutual understanding and assistance. 

IV.
Name of Potential Appointed Representative

The Permanent Observer representative to be named by the Government of the Republic of Albania is the Ambassador to the White House, His Excellency Gilbert Galanxhi. Ambassador Galanxhi presented his credentials to President Obama on February 23, 2011.

In accordance with the above requisites, Mr. Chair, the General Secretariat does not find any objection by which Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs should recommend to the Permanent Council the granting of Permanent Observer to the OAS to the Republic of Albania.
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