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REPORT OF THE CHAIR OF THE COMMITTEE ON JURIDICAL AND POLITICAL AFFAIRS
 ON THE REQUEST BY THE GOVERNMENT OF MALTA TO BE GRANTED THE STATUS OF PERMANENT OBSERVER TO THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
(Request considered at the meeting of the Committee on Thursday, September 8, 2011)
REPORT OF THE CHAIR OF THE COMMITTEE ON JURIDICAL AND POLITICAL AFFAIRS
 ON THE REQUEST BY THE GOVERNMENT OF MALTA TO BE GRANTED THE STATUS OF PERMANENT OBSERVER TO THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
(Request considered at the meeting of the Committee on September 8, 2011)

In a Note dated June 8, 2011 (CP/doc.4652/11), the Government of Malta applied for permanent observer status to the Organization of American States. 

On September 8, 2011, the CAJP considered that the request by the Government of Malta met the requirements of resolutions AG/RES. 50 (I-O/71), "Permanent Observers to the Organization of American States" and CP/RES. 407 (573/84), " Revised Procedures for Granting the Status of Permanent Observer," according to advice it had received from the Department of International Affairs of the General Secretariat (see Appendix), and it therefore decided to recommend to the Permanent Council that it issue the respective resolution (attached for its consideration). 
DRAFT RESOLUTION

GRANTING THE REPUBLIC OF MALTA PERMANENT OBSERVER STATUS
TO THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES

(Presented by the Chair of the CAJP)


THE PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES,



HAVING SEEN the request by the Government of Malta to be granted the status of permanent observer to the Organization of American States (CP/doc.4652/11
/), and the corresponding report of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs ( FILLIN  \* MERGEFORMAT CP/CAJP-3016/11 FILLIN  \* MERGEFORMAT );
CONSIDERING:


That in resolution AG/RES. 50 (I-O/71) on “Permanent Observers to the Organization of American States,” the General Assembly established the status of permanent observer to the Organization of American States and entrusted the Permanent Council with the task of determining the criteria and timeliness to give effect to and implement that provision, and


That, in keeping with resolution CP/RES. 407 (573/84), “Revised Procedures for Granting Permanent Observer Status,” any independent state may request the status of permanent observer to the Organization of American States,

RESOLVES:


1.
To grant the Republic of Malta the status of permanent observer to the Organization of American States, in accordance with the provisions of resolutions AG/RES. 50 (I-O/71) of the General Assembly and CP/RES. 407 (573/84) of this Council.


2.
To invite the Government of Malta to accredit a permanent observer to the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization, pursuant to operative paragraph 7 of resolution CP/RES. 407 (573/84).


3.
To request the Secretary General to notify the Government of Malta and, subsequently, the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization, including the specialized inter-American organizations, of the adoption of this resolution.

APPENDIX
REMARKS OF DR. IRENE KLINGER, DIRECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENT OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS
Meeting of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP)
Simón Bolívar Room – September 8, 2011
Request by the Republic of Malta to be granted the status of Permanent Observer to the Organization of American States (CP/doc.4652/11)
On June 3, 2011, the Government of the Republic of Malta, through Mr. Tonio Borg, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs, submitted a letter to the Secretary General requesting the status of Permanent Observer to the OAS. This letter was transmitted by the Secretary General to the President of the Permanent Council, and referred to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs. 
In accordance with Resolutions CP/RES. 52 (61/72) and CP/RES. 407 (573/84) from the Permanent Council of the OAS regarding the procedures for granting the status of Permanent Observers, we present the following information for your consideration on this request:
Compliance with the Requisites for Approval of Permanent Observer Status:
As put forth in CP/RES. 52 (61/72) and revised in CP/RES. 407 (573/84), applicants seeking to achieve the status of Permanent Observer must meet the following terms:

1. Be a non-American independent state;
2. Have no outstanding territorial or legal disputes with a Member State;
3. Provide any additional information deemed necessary, such as current relations and potential collaborative efforts; and
4. Submit the name of potential representative to be appointed.
I.
Non-American Independent State
Independence and Government:
Malta is a republic whose parliamentary system and public administration is modeled closely on the Westminster system. The country’s legislative branch is represented by a unicameral House of Representatives that is elected by direct universal suffrage through single transferable vote every five years. The Constitution of Malta provides that the President, elected to a five-year term by simple majority by the House of Representatives, appoint as Prime Minister the member of the House who is best able to command a governing majority in the House. Malta’s judiciary is independent. The Chief Justice and 20 judges of its highest court, the Constitutional Court, are appointed by the President on advice of the Prime Minister after consultation with the leader of the opposition. 
Inter-governmental Organizations to which Malta is a Member: 

Since January 1964, Malta has been a member of the United Nations (UN) as well as its agencies, and is active in several international organizations such as the Council of Europe and the Organization for Security and Cooperation and Europe (OSCE).
List of Inter-Governmental Organization Membership:
	Name
	Date of Entry

	United Nations
	1964

	IMF
	1992

	WHO
	1993

	Council of Europe
	1965

	Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe
	1973

	World Trade Organization
	1995

	The Commonwealth
	1964

	European Union
	2004

	North Atlantic Treaty Organization Partnership for Peace
	2008


The Republic of Malta has twenty foreign policy strategic objectives:
1. Harness Malta’s geopolitical relevance to maximize political and economic benefits; 
2. Make a success of EU Membership; 
3. Strengthen Malta’s bilateral relations; 
4. Maintain a special focus on furthering dialogue, peace, stability and prosperity in the Mediterranean and Middle East; 
5. Promote Malta’s relationship with existing and emerging major economies; 
6. Seek maximization of multi-sectoral benefits from Malta’s international network of embassies and consulates; 
7. Address holistically the international aspects of illegal immigration;
8. Actively contribute to further development and good governance within the Commonwealth; 
9. Network effectively with the Maltese abroad; 
10. Promote stronger political and economic relations with the countries of Maltese migration; 
11. Promote Maltese culture and identity internationally; 
12. Promote Malta as a location for international dialogue and scholarship; 
13. Work with the International Community to defeat terrorism and extremism; 
14. Promote democratization and further respect for the rule of law and human rights; 
15. Promote respect of the International Rule of Law and the prevention and peaceful resolution of conflict; 
16. Maintain a special focus on issues relating to the Sea; 
17. Support a just regulation of international commerce and promote Malta’s interests with regard to the challenges of globalization; 
18. Elaborate and Action a Policy and Work Program of Humanitarian and Development Assistance, based on the value of solidarity; 
19. Address other current issues of concern to Malta: Energy Security; Climate Change; Small States; Aging; Children; 
20. Maintain a dynamic organizational structure that can meet these objectives.
II.
 No outstanding territorial or legal disputes with a Member State;
The Republic of Malta does not have any claim or territorial disputes with any member state of the OAS. 
III.
Additional Information
Relations with OAS Member States
The Republic of Malta has formal diplomatic relations with thirty-one OAS member states and Cuba.  These countries are: Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Grenada, Guatemala, Guyana, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, St. Lucia, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Trinidad and Tobago, United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela.
The Republic of Malta has Embassies in the United States and consular offices in Argentina, Bahamas, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Guatemala, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, Paraguay, United States, and Uruguay. 
Cooperation Programs with the OAS:
The Republic of Malta, with its strategic location between Europe and Africa, is an important interlocutor in the relationship between the two regions. Malta is increasing its presence and its activities in the international arena and in inter-governmental organizations, and sees the status of Permanent Observer to the OAS as a valuable method by which to further achieve this objective.
The Republic of Malta hopes the status of Permanent Observer will serve as a catalyst for strengthening trade between the Americas and the EU and Africa. Malta also hopes to contribute to the OAS by facilitating inter-regional educational exchanges. Malta would like to use the status of Permanent Observer as a mechanism to enhance its bilateral and multilateral relations with OAS Member States.
IV.
Name of Potential Appointed Representative
The Permanent Observer representative to be named by the Government of the Republic of Malta is the Ambassador to the White House. At this time, Malta is represented by chargé d’affaires, ad interim, Dennis Grech, Deputy Chief of Mission.

In accordance with the above requisites, Mr. Chair, the General Secretariat does not find any objection and recommends to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs the granting of Permanent Observer status to the OAS to the Republic of Malta.
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