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A. Introduction

The purpose of this document is to facilitate the CAJP’s activities related to installation of the working group on the human rights of older persons, which the Permanent Council was entrusted with establishing.  The Council proceeded to assign that mandate to its Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP).

B. Mandate


Resolution AG/RES. 2654 (XLI-O/11), “Protecting the Human Rights of Older Persons,” of June 7, 2011, in which the General Assembly resolved:

1. To request the Permanent Council to establish a working group composed of national representatives and experts from the academic sector and civil society, as well as from international organizations and specialized agencies (…).
C. Working Group’s objectives

1. Situation analysis 

· To prepare a report by the end of 2011, analyzing the situation of older persons in the Hemisphere and the effectiveness of binding universal and regional human rights instruments in protecting the rights of older persons [operative paragraph 1 of resolution AG/RES. 2654 (XLI-O/11)];
2. Development of a draft inter-American convention 
· Based on the findings of the aforementioned report, the Working Group will prepare a draft inter-American convention for the advancement and protection of the rights of older persons [operative paragraph 2 of resolution AG/RES. 2654 (XLI-O/11)];
· The draft convention will be submitted to the Permanent Council to enable the Council to initiate the negotiation process before the end of the first half of 2012 [operative paragraph 2 of resolution AG/RES. 2654 (XLI-O/11)]; and
3. Formulation of recommendations

· To recommend other measures to further implement existing international conventions [final part of operative paragraph 2 of resolution AG/RES. 2654 (XLI-O/11)].
D. Installation of the Working Group
1. Selection of officers and Work Plan

It is incumbent on the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) to elect the Chair of the Working Group, with the Group electing its Vice Chair(s) once it has started to meet.

After the Group’s establishment, the Chair will present it with a draft Work Plan, for consideration, observations, and possible adoption.

2. Members of the Working Group


According to resolution AG/RES. 2654, the Permanent Council is to establish a working group “composed of national representatives and experts from the academic sector and civil society, as well as from international organizations and specialized agencies.”

Hence, five key players are called upon to participate in the process:

· National representatives (delegations in Washington)

· Experts from the academic sector

· Civil society representatives

· Representatives of international organizations 

· Representatives of specialized agencies

Since this is a Permanent Council working group, it will be made up of the member state representatives in Washington who, as is customary, may be supported/accompanied by other officials from their governments who are experts in the area, at the discretion of each state. Deliberations and negotiations at every stage of the process will take place among the OAS member states. The other key players (experts, civil society, international organizations, and specialized agencies) may be present and participate openly in the Working Group on special occasions, when the Group so decides. Written contributions and comments from experts, civil society, international organizations, and specialized agencies will always be welcome, and the Group will look into alternative, open, and inexpensive ways to consult the players concerned.


In order to carry out the mandate issued in operative paragraph 5 of resolution AG/RES. 2654, the General Secretariat of the OAS, through the Department of Social Development and Employment (DSDE), will work with the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) and the United Nations Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), as indicated in the following paragraph.
3. Technical Secretariat of the Working Group
Once the Working Group has been established, a technical secretariat will provide it with technical support for accomplishing the objectives set out in section C above.

The Department of Social Development and Employment of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, as the area responsible for supporting activities related to this subject within the OAS, will serve as Technical Secretariat of the Working Group and will work in coordination with international organizations and specialized agencies, like PAHO and ECLAC, that have been involved in the process of monitoring international mechanisms for protecting the rights of older persons since the adoption of the 2007 Brasilia Declaration on aging (www.eclac.org/publicaciones/xml/1/32461/LCG2359_i.pdf).
The Technical Secretariat will provide the Working Group with any background information it requests to take its decisions.
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