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PRESENTATION ON THE PREPARATIONS FOR THE TECHNICAL MEETING OF THE CAJP WITH THE WORKING GROUP TO EXAMINE THE PERIODIC REPORTS OF THE STATES PARTIES TO THE PROTOCOL OF SAN SALVADOR, BY DR. ANA EVELYN JACIR DE LOVO, DIRECTOR, DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT AND EMPLOYMENT

[AG/RES. 2666 (XLI-O/11) – Protocol of San Salvador: Presentation of Progress Indicators for Measuring Rights under the Protocol of San Salvador]

· On behalf of the technical secretariat of the Working Group to Examine the Periodic Reports of the States Parties to the Protocol of San Salvador, I am honored to present to this body the steps that have been taken toward preparing progress indicators and proposed methodologies for submitting the periodic reports provided for in that protocol, and to explain how these will be of vital importance for the scheduled special meeting of the CAJP that is to deal with the topic.
· In response to General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2582 (XL-O/10), the Working Group, operational since May 2010, drew up the document “Progress Indicators for Measuring Rights under the Protocol of San Salvador,” which sets out proposed indicators for assessing compliance with the health, education, and social security rights contained in the Protocol.
· That document was distributed to the member states in March of this year and presented to the CAJP on April 5. Following that, the Chair of the CAJP set a deadline for the countries to submit comments on the document. In July, the Chair of the CAJP sent out a report on the Working Group’s activities, along with a reminder about the deadlines that had been set. On August 29, the DSDE sent a reminder to all the missions and renewed the invitation for contributions to the voluntary fund intended to support the group and its technical secretariat.

· At the June 2011 General Assembly in San Salvador, the Working Group received a series of mandates, including submitting the document to a process of review for approval of the indicators at the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly, and inviting the member states to return their comments prior to September 30, 2011. To date, only two comments on the document have been received.
· In addition, the General Assembly called for a technical meeting to be held with the Working Group, within the framework of the CAJP and during the fourth quarter of 2011, in order to conduct a comprehensive examination of the evaluation process, taking particular note of the document “Progress Indicators for Measuring Rights under the Protocol of San Salvador.”
· In addition, the Working Group was asked to move forward with the definition of progress indicators for assessing the economic and cultural rights contained in the second group (environmental rights, employment and trade-union rights, rights to food and culture).
· Thanks to the support of the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights (IIHR) and in coordination with our Department, a meeting was held with the Group on August 31 and September 1, 2011, in Bogotá, Colombia, in order to pursue the mandates handed down by the General Assembly.

· That meeting gave a further indication of the IIHR’s permanent support for and commitment toward the Protocol and to the observance of economic, social, and cultural rights in the region: its support was fundamental in launching the Group’s work at the start of its existence and, now, in renewing its commitment toward the new mandates received.

· The meeting – which was also attended and advised by regional experts and representatives of such institutions as the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, the Public Policy and Human Rights Institute of MERCOSUR, the Serjusticia foundation, the Institute of Parliamentary Law of Spain’s Complutense University, and the Human Rights Institute of the University of La Plata – discussed the national contributions received to date, how they could be incorporated into the existing document, and guidelines for drafting the next document, covering the second group of rights.

· The members of the Group also worked on a draft agenda for the special meeting described in the General Assembly resolution, which I am pleased to share with you on this occasion and which may be found attached hereto (Annex I).

· The Working Group will present the document drawn up at the start of this year, incorporating the contributions received from the countries. In addition, it will report on the work to date, including its progress with defining the indicators for the second group.

· It has also been suggested that specialized international agencies already working with a rights perspective or on the design of human rights indicators could be invited, in order to learn about their work, create synergies, and avoid the duplication of efforts.

· To pursue dialogues with the delegations, invitations would be sent through the permanent missions to the OAS, for the attention of the national experts responsible for drawing up reports on economic, social, and cultural rights, in order to learn about their views on the topic. To ensure their attendance, we hope to receive the support of their governments, and we also hope to offer our assistance in coordinating the logistics of their participation. 

TECHNICAL MEETING OF THE CAJP WITH THE WORKING GROUP TO EXAMINE THE PERIODIC REPORTS OF THE STATES PARTIES TO THE PROTOCOL OF SAN SALVADOR
(Draft agenda prepared by the Working Group for consideration by the CAJP)

Date and place:

October 27, 2011

Simón Bolívar Room, MNB, OAS – Washington, D.C.

Mandate:

To hold a technical meeting in the CAJP framework in the fourth quarter of 2011 in order to analyze the periodical reports of the states parties to the Protocol of San Salvador, in order to conduct a comprehensive examination of the evaluation process, taking particular note of the document ‘Progress Indicators for Measuring Rights under the Protocol of San Salvador.’” Third operative paragraph of resolution AG/RES. 2666 (XLI-O/11), adopted June 2011, in San Salvador.

Objectives:

· Report on the progress of the Working Group in pursuit of General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2666 (XLI-O/11).

· Comprehensive examination of the evaluation process. 

· General examination of the document “Progress Indicators for Measuring Rights under the Protocol of San Salvador,” with a view to its adoption.

· Presentation of progress in defining the second group of rights.

Agenda:

· Welcome by the Chair of the CAJP

· The meeting will be organized into three complementary parts:

I. Report on the consultation period and presentation of the final document “Progress Indicators for Measuring Rights under the Protocol of San Salvador” by the Working Group

II. The approach of specialized technical agencies to work on economic, social, and cultural rights

· Organization of American States

· Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC)

· Pan American Health Organization (PAHO)

· Inter-American Institute of Human Rights (IIHR)

· United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights

· Civil society organization

III. Open dialogue among national delegations

· Final remarks by the Working Group

· Adjournment of the meeting by the Chair of the CAJP
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