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Origin of the mandate

Resolution AG/RES. 2663 (XLI-O/11), “Support for the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities and Its Technical Secretariat”
	5. To request the Permanent Council to convene in the second half of 2011 a special meeting of government representatives and experts from national councils on disability, academia, civil society organizations representing persons with disabilities, and international organizations in the region, for the purpose of exchanging information and best practices and identifying specific needs and appropriate public policies to bring about inclusion of persons with disabilities in all spheres of society.




Justification for a special meeting of the CAJP

According to the World Report on Disability produced jointly by the World Bank and the World Health Organization
:

More than one billion people in the world live with some form of disability, of whom nearly 200 million experience considerable difficulties in functioning (…) . 

Across the world, people with disabilities have poorer health outcomes, lower education achievements, less economic participation and higher rates of poverty than people without disabilities. This is partly because people with disabilities experience barriers in accessing services that many of us have long taken for granted, including health, education, employment, and transport as well as information. These difficulties are exacerbated in less advantaged communities.

In response to this problem, the central aim of the special meeting is to provide a forum for questions such as:

· Providing to member states an overall assessment of the situation of persons with disabilities in the region, so as to sensitize them to the subject; 

· Reporting on progress to date in building inclusive societies and sharing successful approaches; and 

· Calling attention to the main challenges and difficulties faced in strengthening the application of the two main instruments of the inter-American system on the matter:

· The Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities (CIADDIS); and 

· The Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities (PAD)

Responsible area within the OAS 

Within the OAS, the topic of disability is handled by the Department of Social Development and Employment, which plays the following roles:

1. Serves as Technical Secretariat to the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities (CEDDIS);

2. Supervises and supports the Technical Secretariat for implementing the Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities (2006-2016) (SEDISCAP).  
Contact staff

· Ana Evelyn Jacir de Lovo, Director of the Department of Social Development and Employment 

· Mercedes Carrillo, Legal Officer, CEDDIS Secretariat

Actions to be taken by the Department of Social Development and Employment 


1.
Issue invitations to presenters, observers, and civil society organizations.


2.
Prepare background material for the delegations’ reference, prior to the meeting.


3.
Prepare a report highlighting the main conclusions reached; distribute the document to the regional authorities on disabilities and to civil society.

TENTATIVE PROGRAM

(Simón Bolívar Room - OAS headquarters – Washington, D.C. – 2:30-5:30 p.m.)


The plan is for six time slots for statements no longer than 20 minutes, totaling about two hours, followed by a third hour for dialogue among delegations.


Welcome remarks by Ambassador María Isabel Salvador, Permanent Representative of Ecuador to the OAS and Chair of the CAJP.

I.
PRESENTATIONS


1.
The importance of inclusive societies for strengthening democracy and the development of peoples


Presenter:


A high-level official from the OAS General Secretariat will be invited, ideally the Secretary General, José Miguel Insulza.


2.
 The OAS commitment to persons with disabilities 

· Adoption of a specialized inter-American convention 

· Adoption of a plan of action

· The work of the OAS in Haiti for persons with disabilities 

· Accessibility criteria to be implemented 


Presenter:


Ana Evelyn Jacir de Lovo, Director of the Department of Social Development and Employment 


3.
The Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities (CIADDIS)

· Progress in its implementation 

· CEDDIS efforts to harmonize the Inter-American Convention with the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities:

· Adoption of the Committee’s general observation on the legal capacity of persons with disabilities. 

· Preparation of an instruction manual to guide legislators and justice operators in devising means of support for persons with disabilities.

· Synergies established between the OAS Committee and the United Nations Committee through a recent meeting of officials in New York.


Presenter:


One of the officials of the Convention follow-up committee (CEDDIS) will be invited: 

· Vanda Pignato, Chair of the CEDDIS

· Luis Miguel del Aguila, First Vice Chair of the CEDDIS

· Pablo Rosales, Second Vice Chair of the CEDDIS

4.
The Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities (PAD)

· The region’s main achievements in implementing this instrument (successful experiences)

· Challenges to the sustainability of the Technical Secretariat charged with monitoring the PAD (SEDISCAP)


Presenter:


An invitation will be issued to one of the regional authorities serving on the National Disability Council (CONADIS), which generally is the agency charged with implementing the Program of Action:

· Silvia Bersanelli (Argentina)

· Adriana Retana (Costa Rica)

· Ximena Rivas (Chile)

· Andrés Balcázar (Mexico)

· Ramón Alemán (Panama)


5.
The perspective of civil society organizations on the importance of inter-American instruments to protect the rights of persons with disabilities


Presenter: 


Invitations will be issued to two representatives from among the eight civil society organizations of and/or for persons with disabilities registered with the OAS:

· Asamblea Permanente por los Derechos Humanos (Argentina)

· Asociación Colombiana para el Desarrollo de Personas con Discapacidad (Colombia)

· Disabled People International Latin America Region (Peru)

· Easter Seals, Inc. (United States)

· Fundación Saldarriaga Concha (Colombia)

· Inclusion International (Canada/United Kingdom)

· Rede Latinoamericana de Organizações Não Governamentais de Pessoas com Deficiência e seus Familiares (Brazil)

· Unidos Lo Lograremos, A.C. (Mexico)

II.
Dialogue with member states


Discussion of information and good practices among delegations

III.
Cultural activity


Exhibit of Haitian drawings dealing with disability
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� 	See: World Report on Disability 2011, Preface, p. xi.





