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I.
INTRODUCTION


Pursuant to Article 18 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) must consider, among others, the annual report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights to which reference is made at Article 91(f) of the Charter of the Organization, and subsequently forward to the Permanent Council the report of this Committee with the observations and recommendations of the member states on said annual report, accompanied by the draft resolution, which will be presented to the General Assembly of the Organization in due course.


The CAJP, under the chair of Ambassador María Isabel Salvador, Permanent Representative of Ecuador to the OAS, and Chair of the CAJP, met on April 9, 2012, to receive the presentation of the Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights to the General Assembly, document CP/doc.4699/12. Present on behalf of the IACHR were its President, Commissioner José de Jesús Orozco Henríquez; its Executive Secretary, Mr. Santiago Canton; its Assistant Executive Secretary, Ms. Elizabeth Abi-Mershed; and staff of the Executive Secretariat of the IACHR, as well as the delegations of Argentina, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, the United States, and Uruguay.

II. REMARKS BY THE CHAIR OF THE CAJP, AMBASSADOR MARÍA ISABEL SALVADOR
Link


III. PRESENTATION OF THE REPORT OF THE IACHR 

CP/CAJP/INF-160/12
IV. OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE MEMBER STATES ON THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS 

During the meeting, the representatives of the Permanent Missions of Argentina, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, the United States, and Uruguay made observations and recommendations on the Annual Report of the IACHR, which are summarized as follows: 

· Annual Report 2011

· They expressed gratitude to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights for preparing and presenting the Annual Report on 2011, which shows tangible results and evidences the important work of the Commission in defense of human rights in the Americas. 

· They acknowledge the work of the IACHR, which regarding 2011 is very well reflected in the annual report under consideration. 

· They expressed gratitude to the IACHR for having included in its annual report the efforts made and the gains in terms of administrative, institutional, and legislative reforms in the member states.

· They mentioned their points of view on the inclusion of Cuba in the Annual Report.

· They indicated that the challenges noted by the IACHR in its report enable the member states to draw a road map for addressing those issues. 

· They expressed their concern given the possibility of the media receiving the final version of the annual report of the IACHR before the member states. 

· Recommendations

· They reiterated their commitment to observe the recommendations of the IACHR and that they are open to dialogue for implementing them. 

· They requested that the sources used to formulate recommendations be sure to include the analysis of the information provided by state sources. 

· Petitions

· They noted the importance of the system of cases and petitions for the citizens of the Hemisphere.

· Friendly Settlements 

· They reiterated their support for the promotion of this tool in the work of the IACHR.
· Rapporteurships of the IACHR 

· They drew attention to the limited length of the thematic rapporteurships of the IACHR compared to the length of the report by the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression, in that it sends the message that the main problem in the Hemisphere is the freedom of expression. They added that as a result of inequitable treatment of the issues of the rapporteurships due to the lack of human and economic resources, a distorted view is reflected of human rights in the Hemisphere.
· They made special mention of the work of all the rapporteurships and units of the IACHR:  on the rights of indigenous peoples, women’s rights, the rights of migrants, freedom of expression, the rights of the child, human rights defenders, the rights of persons deprived of liberty, the rights of Afro-descendents, and against racial discrimination, as well as the Unit for the rights of lesbians, gays, and trans, bisexual and intersex persons (LGTBI) and the Working Group on Friendly Settlements. 

· Autonomy and independence of the IACHR 

· They presented their points of view on the autonomy and independence of the IACHR: 

· Some stated that they recognize these are absolute characteristics, highlighting that they are a pillar of the system. 

· Others clarified that autonomy must be interpreted exclusively as functional autonomy, that is, with respect to its role as a judicial human rights organ, and so with respect to the administration of its Executive Secretariat. 

· Strengthening and Improvement of the Inter-American Human Rights System 

· They reiterated their commitment to strengthen and improve the IAHRS. 

· They referred to the process of reflection carried out from July to December 2011 in the Permanent Council of the OAS on the workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights for strengthening the inter-American human rights system that produced the recommendations approved by the Permanent Council on January 25, 2012 (CP/doc.4675/12).

· The expressed gratitude for the response of the IACHR sent to the Permanent Council on that date:  Position Document on the Process of Strengthening of the Inter-American System for the Protection of Human Rights of the IACHR of April 9, 2012, (CP/INF.6424/12). 

· They mentioned, on a preliminary basis, that they look favorably on what is mentioned in the response of the IACHR with respect to an open dialogue with all actors of the system to continue the process of reflection on the issues already mentioned, among others the issue of funding.

· Some delegations spoke in favor of the IACHR implementing those recommendations it deems necessary for its strengthening.

· Other delegations stated that they expect that the Annual Report of the IACHR for 2012 will reflect the implementation of those recommendations adopted by the Permanent Council on January 25, 2012.

· Universality of the Inter-American Human Rights System 
· They reiterated their appeal to attain the universality of the inter-American system by accession to the principal human rights instruments, especially the American Convention on Human Rights.

· Inter-American system for the promotion and protection of human rights 

· They noted its leading role within the OAS and its great importance for the national governments.

· They characterized the organs of the system as “fundamental” to the Organization. 

· Financing of the IACHR 

· They reaffirmed that it is fundamental to answer responsibly to the financial needs of the IACHR in order to strengthen the inter-American human rights system. 

· They reiterated the recommendations on this issue adopted by the Permanent Council on January 25, 2012.

· They expressed their points of view about the financing of the rapporteurships of the IACHR:

· Some delegations reiterated the recommendation that the IACHR allocate adequate, sufficient, and balanced resources to all its rapporteurships, working groups, and units, as well as ensuring the efficient and transparent management of those resources.

· Others expressed that the donors have the right to earmark their contributions to the rapporteurships they are interested in strengthening, so long as their mandates subsist.

· They reiterated the need to endow the IACHR with the necessary financial resources to respond to the high and growing workload it faces, due both to the increase in the number of petitions and the increase in the charges entrusted to it by the member states.

· They asked that the next annual report include a section on progress made in implementing the 2011-2015 Strategic Plan of the IACHR. 

· Other
· They expressed gratitude for the many efforts made by the IACHR to promote human rights in the Hemisphere.
· They noted the progress in the member states, among others, in addressing the human rights of indigenous peoples, the role of women in the public administration, the struggle against inequity, the effects of climate changes on the citizens of the Hemisphere, etc. 

· They celebrated the fact that the IACHR is made up of a majority of women commissioners.
· Closing words of the President of the IACHR
· He indicated that the report of the IACHR corresponding to 2011 was not prepared mindful of the Permanent Council’s recommendations of January 25, 2012, because that report was approved in December 2011.
· He reminded the member states that they are given one month to offer comments on the draft version of the annual report long before that document is made public.
· Closing words of the Chair of the CAJP

· She stated her position that the autonomy of the IACHR is functional and implies that it is independent of all the actors in the system, that is, both the states and civil society organizations, and others.
· She reiterated the need to attain universality of the system as a priority for the Organization.
· She noted that the main objective is to attain the strengthening of the system, including financial strengthening.

Finally, the Permanent Council will consider the draft resolution “Observations and Recommendations of the Member States on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights” (CP/CAJP-3074/12), which will be transmitted to it by the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs so that it may be forwarded to the General Assembly at its forty-second regular session. 
V. VERBATIM REMARKS OF THE MEMBER STATES 

Colombia:  CP/CAJP/INF-161/12
Ecuador:  CP/CAJP/INF-162/12

Uruguay:  CP/CAJP/INF-164/12 corr. 1
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�.	Prepared by the Secretariat of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs.
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