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I. INTRODUCTION
The recognition of the identity of persons is one of the means through which observance is facilitated of the rights to legal personhood, a name, a nationality, civil registration, and family relationships, among other rights recognized in international instruments such as the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man and the American Convention on Human Rights. The exercise of these rights is essential for participation in a democratic society.

Furthermore, considering that vital statistics are an essential component in the design of public policies, the civil registry and vital statistics are fundamental public goods and, therefore, it is crucial to strengthen institutions that generate such data.
The Universal Civil Identity Program in the Americas (PUICA) of the Secretariat for Political Affairs is the OAS area responsible for strengthening of civil registry systems and promoting universal civil identity in the region.
/ To that end, the PUICA has set in train a series of initiatives to provide technical assistance to member states with the aim of supporting efforts to modernize civil registry institutions and consolidate their registration and legal functions as well as their activities with regard to statistics and identification. 
The projects of the PUICA/OAS are framed by six (6) objectives included in resolution AG/RES. 2286 (XXXVII-O/07), “Inter-American Program for Universal Civil Registry and the ‘Right to Identity:’”
1. Universalization and accessibility of civil registry and the right to identity

2. Strengthening of policies, public institutions, and laws
3. Citizen participation and awareness
4. Identification of best practices
5. International and regional cooperation
6. Follow-up on implementation of the Program
II. MANDATE TO BE IMPLEMENTED
Resolution AG/RES. 2719(XLII-O/12) adopted by the OAS General Assembly “instruct[s] the Permanent Council to hold, in the second half of 2012, a special meeting of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs to review the status of implementation of the aforementioned Inter-American Program on the basis of information provided by the states and of a progress report prepared by the General Secretariat, with a view to making such changes in the Program as are deemed appropriate in order to achieve universal civil registration by 2015. That meeting may include contributions from experts in the field, civil society organizations, and organs, agencies, and entities of the inter-American and international systems.” 
III. PREPARATIONS FOR THE SPECIAL MEETING
1. Objectives of the meeting 
a. To review progress by the Universal Civil Identity Program in the Americas (PUICA) in achieving the regional goal of universal birth registration for under-fives by 2015.
b. To present the PUICA Operating Plan to the member states.
c. To consider the different dimensions of the goal of “zero underregistration,” including that of under-fives and adults, lack of identity documents, and errors therein as elements that impair the exercise of political, economic, and social rights in the region.

d. To exchange among the member states best practices and national experiences with implementing technical assistance projects on the right to identity and birth registration.

2. Speakers
a. Steven Griner:  Coordinator, Universal Civil Identity Program in the Americas (PUICA). Department of Effective Public Management, Secretariat for Political Affairs:  The PUICA Operating Plan and the Program's achievements. Identity as an element in enabling the exercise of political, economic, and social rights in the region.
b. A representative of the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB): Dimensions of the goal of “zero underregistration,” including that of under-fives and adults, and lack of identity documents. Public policies that states could implement to reduce underregistration.
c. A representative of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR):  Lack of birth registration and identity documents in conflict situations.
IV. EXCHANGE AMONG THE MEMBER STATES ON BEST PRACTICES AND NATIONAL EXPERIENCES WITH IMPLEMENTING TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE PROJECTS ON THE RIGHT TO IDENTITY AND BIRTH REGISTRATION

Note: The Schedule of the Special Meeting, which will be distributed later on, will include the country, name, and position of those authorities of civil registry and identification institutions of the member states who have confirmed their participation by October 26, 2012.
/
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�.	To be held in the framework of the CAJP with the support of the Universal Civil Identity Program in the Americas (PUICA)–Department for Effective Public Management, Secretariat for Political Affairs–in keeping with resolution AG/RES. 2719 (XLII-O/12). 


�.	For more information on the Universal Civil Identity Program in the Americas (PUICA) please visit the following website:  �HYPERLINK "http://www.oas.org/en/spa/depm/puica.asp"��http://www.oas.org/en/spa/depm/puica.asp�.


�.	The indication of a date for the confirmation of the participation of a national authority is only for purposes of the Secretariat meeting the statutory deadlines for the working documents of the Special Meeting to be prepared and distributed. Thus, no authority whose confirmation to attend the Washington event is made through a Permanent Mission between October 27 and 31, 2012 will be excluded from participation.
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