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AGENDA
In the resolution on “Official Public Defenders as a Guarantee of Access to Justice for Persons in Situations of Vulnerability” (AG/RES. 2714 (XLII-O/12), the General Assembly requested the Permanent Council to hold a special meeting of the OAS Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs on the exchange of best practices and experiences with this issue, in the first quarter of 2013.

Accordingly, operative paragraph 8 of the resolution states:
8. To request the Permanent Council to hold a special meeting of the OAS Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs on the exchange of best practices and experiences, during the first quarter of 2013, to be attended by member states, members of the Inter-American Association of Public Defenders (AIDEF), experts from academia and civil society, and international organizations.  
9:00 a.m. to 9:15 a.m.
Remarks by Ambassador Andrés Gonzáles Díaz, Permanent Representative of Colombia to the OAS and Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP)
9:15 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.
Report by the Department of International Law of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs on implementation of General Assembly Resolution AG/RES. 2656 (XLI-O/11).
9:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Exchange of Best Practices and Experiences
I. Representatives of the Inter-American Association of Public Defenders (AIDEF).
Dr. Laura Hernández Roman, General Coordinator of the AIDEF and National Director, Public Defender's Office of the Dominican Republic. 
Dr. Stella Maris Martínez, General Secretary of the AIDEF and Advocate General with the Public Defender's Office of Argentina.
II. Presentation on the Inter-American Program of Judicial Facilitators (OAS Secretariat for Legal Affairs), by its Coordinator, Pedro Vuskovik.
III. Presentation by the Executive Secretariat of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) - Mario López-Garelli
IV. Other invited guests. To date, the following have confirmed their participation:
Member States: - invitees that will make presentations
1. Chile:  Georgy Schubert, National Ombudsman of Chile
2. Colombia:  Jorge Armando Otálora Gómez, Ombudsman of Colombia

3. Costa Rica:  Alejandro Rojas Aguilar, Deputy Chief of Public Defense of Costa Rica
4. Ecuador:  Ernesto Pazmiño García, Public Defender of Ecuador

5. United States:  Maha Jweied, Senior Counsel, Access to Justice Initiative, Department of Justice
6. Mexico:  Mario Alberto Torres López, Director General of the Federal Institute of the Public Defense Office

7. Paraguay:  Minister Noyme Yore Ismael, Minister in the Ministry of Public Defense of Paraguay

Civil society organizations registered with the OAS
1. Instituto Brasileiro de Fluencia (IBF) - Brazil

2. Fundación Federalista - Dominican Republic 
3. World Youth Alliance - United States
Dialogue of the representatives of the member states
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