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AGENDA AND SPEAKERS
Background

Resolution AG/RES. 2758 (XLII-O/12), in operative paragraph 10, instructs the Permanent Council to organize, through the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) and with support from the Department of International Law of the General Secretariat and the technical and financial collaboration of the UNHCR, a course prior to the forty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly on international refugee law for staff of the permanent missions of the member states and of the General Secretariat and for other interested parties.

The following proposed agenda and speakers forwarded by the UNHCR is submitted herewith for consideration by the delegations, under the terms of the above-referenced mandate.
1. General notions of international refugee law

This module will address, among others, the 1951 Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees and its 1967 Protocol; the general principles of international refugee law, including the principle of shared responsibility of States; the 2004 Mexico Declaration and Plan of Action to Strengthen the International Protection of Refugees in Latin America; and the development of the issue in the inter-American system.

Speaker:  Juan Carlos Murillo González, UNHCR Regional Legal Advisor, Costa Rica
2. Mixed migration movements and the international protection needs of unaccompanied children and victims of human trafficking in the context of existing international refugee law
Speaker: Leslie E. Vélez, Chief Protection Officer, UNHCR Regional Office for the United States of America and the Caribbean
3. International protection needs of victims of organized crime and related violence in the context of existing  international refugee law
Speaker:  José Samaniego, Deputy Regional Representative of the Regional Office for Mexico, Central America, Panama, and Cuba
4. International protection needs of indigenous peoples and people of African descent in the Americas in the context of existing international refugee law
Speaker:  Juan Carlos Murillo González, UNHCR Regional Legal Advisor, Costa Rica
5. LGBTI and international protection needs in the Americas in the context of existing international refugee law

Speaker:  Pamela Goldberg, Legal Advisor, UNHCR Regional Office for the United States of America and the Caribbean

6.
International Cooperation

This module will examine strategies and other forms of cooperation available for member states to get resources and pursue projects in this area.

Speaker: Buti Kale, Deputy Regional Representative, UNHCR Regional Office for the United States of America and the Caribbean

7.
Refugee issues in the Caribbean:  a government perspective

Speaker:  Ambassador Stephen Vasciannie, Permanent Representative of Jamaica to the OAS
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