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I. INTRODUCTION

This report focuses on the activities of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) during the 2012-2013 period, which addressed mandates arising from the General Assembly of the Organization, as well as other activities assigned by the Permanent Council of the Organization or requested by member state delegations. 

II. AUTHORITIES

As for the time period covered herein, the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) was installed by the Permanent Council on August 1, 2012, and, as provided for in Article 28 of the Rules of Procedure of the Council, on September 6, 2012, the Council elected by acclamation Ambassador Andres Gonzalez Diaz, Permanent Representative of Colombia to the Organization of American States (OAS), as Chair of the CAJP. 


At the first regular meeting of the 2012-2013 period, which was held on September 13, 2012, Counselor Sophia Castillero, Alternate Representative of Panama to the OAS, was elected by acclamation as Vice Chair of the Committee.  Ambassador Edmond Bocchit, Alternate Representative of Haiti to the OAS, and Third Secretary Pablo Monroy, Alternate Representative of Mexico to the OAS, were also elected as Vice Chairs of the Committee on November 13, 2013.
III. MANDATES
Pursuant to Articles 17 and 18 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the CAJP has the following duties: 
Article 17:  Study topics of this nature entrusted to it by the Permanent Council. 

Article 18: Consider the reports of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights referred to in Article 91.f of the Charter.  It shall also submit their reports, with observations, recommendations, and accompanying draft resolutions, to the Permanent Council.
In keeping with Article 30 of its Rules of Procedure, the Permanent Council agreed at a meeting on August 22, 2012, that within the scope of the duties of the CAJP, as established in Articles 21 and 22 of the aforementioned Rules of Procedure, said Committee would be in charge of follow-up on the mandates of 24 resolutions of the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly, three resolutions of the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly, and, two draft resolutions, the approval of which was pending from the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly.  All of the foregoing appears in the document “Distribution of Mandates assigned by the General Assembly at its Forty-Second Regular Session and Ongoing Mandates from Previous Years” (CP/doc.4793/12 rev. 1).

In order to fulfill its mandates, the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs approved its 2012-2013 Work Plan (document CP/CAJP-3102/12 rev. 4) at a meeting on September 13, 2012.

The activities completed by the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs during the 2012-2013 period are summarized below. 

IV. ACTIVITIES
· Meetings held to fulfill mandates assigned by the Permanent Council 

The CAJP held 25 regular meetings, three informal meetings for negotiation of draft General Assembly resolutions, and also hosted four special events, namely, one course and three special meetings, for a total of 32 meetings. 

· Application for OAS Permanent Observer status 

On May 2, 2013, the CAJP, opened discussion on consideration of Montenegro’s request to be granted Permanent Observer status to the Organization of American States (CP/doc.4852/13), which was presented on the floor by the Director of the Department of International Affairs, Mr. Jorge Sanín (CP/CAJP/INF.195/13). On this occasion, the CAJP decided to postpone consideration of Montenegro’s application, in light of requests from several delegations for additional time to receive instructions from their capitals. 

V. ACTIVITIES PERTAINING to implementation of general assembly mandates for which follow-up has been assigned to the CAJP  
i. PROMOTION OF INTERNATIONAL LAW 

1. Promotion of the International Criminal Court: AG/RES. 2728 (XLII-O/12) 

The CAJP addressed this topic by preparing for–on October 4 and December 19, 2012– and holding, on April 12, 2013, a Working Meeting on the International Criminal Court with the support of the Department of International Law, Secretariat for Legal Affairs (CP/CAJP-3106/12 rev. 4). This event was of the utmost importance to both the OAS and to the International Criminal Court and attendees included the President of the International Criminal Court, Judge Sang-Hyun Song, the President of the Assembly of States Parties to the Rome Statute, Ambassador Tiina Intelmann, OAS Secretary General José Miguel Insulza and event host Ambassador Andrés González Díaz, Permanent Representative of Colombia to the OAS and Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP).  

· Details of the Working Meeting are available at (the Web page of the Department of International Law): http://www.oas.org/en/sla/dil/international_criminal_court.asp.
Because it was agreed that General Assembly approval is given every two years to this resolution, the CAJP is not introducing at the end of this activity period a draft resolution on this topic to the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly.  

2. Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law:  AG/RES. 2723 (XLII-O/12)

On February 7, 2013, the Director of the Department of International Law, Dr. Dante Negro, presented a Report on the Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law (Activities conducted by the Department of International Law of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs in 2012) (CP/CAJP/INF.176/13).
3. Promotion and Respect for International Humanitarian Law: AG/RES. 2650 (XLI-O/11) 
The CAJP took up this topic at a meeting on October 4, 2012, and at this time, the Director of the Department of International Law gave a presentation thereon. 

Then, on May 2, 2013, Dr. Patrick Zahnd, Regional Legal Advisor to the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) gave a presentation on the regional meetings of the National Commissions on International Humanitarian Law, which were conducted with the support of the ICRC, and in particular, the upcoming hemispheric conference to be held in San Jose, Costa Rica, September 10-12, 2013. As a corollary to the foregoing, Dr. Zahnd extended an invitation to authorities of the CAJP, the Member States and the General Secretariat to engage in the dialogue with the National Commissions on International Humanitarian Law to be held in San Jose, Costa Rica, on September 13, 2013. 

ii. OAS ORGANS, AGENCIES AND ENTITIES WHOSE ANNUAL REPORTS ARE CONSIDERED IN THE CAJP

As set forth in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter, it is the duty of the Permanent Council “to consider the reports of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development, of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, of the General Secretariat, of the specialized agencies and conferences, and of other bodies and agencies, and present to the General Assembly any observations and recommendations it deems necessary.”


Pursuant to Article 18 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the CAJP “shall consider the reports of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights referred to in Article 91.f of the Charter.  It shall also submit their reports, with observations, recommendations, and accompanying resolutions, to the Permanent Council.” 
4. Observations and recommendations to the Annual Report of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights 

Inter-American Court of Human Rights President Judge Diego García-Sayán presented the Court’s Annual Report for 2012 to the CAJP on April 4, 2013 (CP/doc.4839/13). 

The accompanying report with the Member States’ observations and recommendations to the Annual Report of the Court, which also provides a summary of the remarks made from the floor, includes the observations submitted in writing by the Member States as well as a link to the video of the webcast of the CAJP meeting of April 4, and was distributed as document CP/CAJP-3181/13.

5. Observations and recommendations to the Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee 

Doctor David P. Stewart, Inter-American Juridical Committee member, presented the IJC Annual Report for 2012 on April 11, 2013. (CP/doc.4826/13). 

The accompanying report with the member states’ observations and recommendations to the Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee was distributed as document CP/CAJP-3157/13.

Link to the video of the webcast of the CAJP meeting on April 11, 2013: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FRAbWvL0C6w&list=PLkh9EPEuEx2u0HCW5-MBekeAjeKj9DcCZ&index=3
6. Observations and recommendations to the Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights 

At a meeting on September 27, 2012, in considering the document AG/doc.5305/12 under instructions from the Permanent Council, the CAJP decided to limit its actions to receiving the IACHR Annual Report for 2012, during the first half of 2013. 

Accordingly, the CAJP received the Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights for 2012 (CP/doc.4840/13), on April 16, 2013, from Commission President, Commissioner José de Jesús Orozco Henríquez. 

The accompanying report with the Member States’ observations and recommendations to the IACHR Annual Report, which provides a summary of the remarks made from the floor, includes the observations provided in writing by Member States as well as a link to the video of the webcast of the CAJP meeting of April 16, and was distributed as document CP/CAJP-3176/13.

7. Observations and recommendations to the Annual Report of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas 

The CAJP received the Annual Report of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (CEJA) for 2012 on February 7, 2013 (CP/doc.4817/13), from Executive Director Dr. Cristian Riego. 

The accompanying report with the member states’ observations and recommendations to the Annual Report of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas, which provides a summary of the remarks from the floor as well as a link to the audio recording of the CAJP meeting of February 7, was distributed as document CP/CAJP-3161/13.

iii. INTER-AMERICAN INSTRUMENTS, MECHANISMS AND PROGRAMAS UNDER THE PURVIEW OF THE CAJP 

8. Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples: AG/RES. 2724 (XLII-O/12)

Pursuant to the mandate, as renewed by the General Assembly, this topic was entrusted to the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, which was installed during this period by the CAJP on September 13, 2012, after completing the process of election of the Working Group Chair, Permanent Representative of Panama to the OAS, Ambassador Guillermo Cochez. 
The Activities Report of the Working Group for the 2012-2013 period appears in document GT/DADIN/doc.428/13, and was presented on May 21, 2013 by Group Vice Chair, Alternate Representative of Mexico to the OAS, Ana Paola Riveros, providing highlights of advancement in the dialogue regarding potential alternatives to ensure the participation of the representatives of the indigenous peoples. 

9. Draft legally-binding Inter-American instruments against racism and racial discrimination and against all forms of discrimination and intolerance: AG/RES. 2718 (XLII-O/12)
Pursuant to the mandate, as renewed by the General Assembly, this topic was entrusted to the Working Group to Prepare the draft legally-binding Inter-American instruments against racism and racial discrimination and against all forms of discrimination and intolerance, which was installed by the CAJP during this period on September 13, 2012, after completing the process of election of its Chair, Alternate Representative of Antigua and Barbuda to the OAS, First Secretary Joy-Dee Davis-Lake. 
On September 13, 2012, the Committee decided to update the name of the Working Group in keeping with the most recent mandate of the General Assembly on this subject matter, as follows: “Working Group to Prepare Draft Legally Binding Inter-American Instruments against Racism and Racial Discrimination and against All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance.” 
The Activities Report for the 2012-2013 period appears in document CAJP/GT/RDI-229/13 rev. 1 corr. 1, and was presented to the CAJP by the Group Chair on May 2, 2013, highlighting the “Inter-American Convention against Racism, Racial Discrimination and Related Forms of Intolerance” and the “Inter-American Convention against all Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance,” the document preparation and negotiation of which was completed by said Group and attached to draft General Assembly resolutions submitted by said Group to the CAJP. 

10. Draft Inter-American Convention on the Protection of the Human Rights of Older Persons: AG/RES. 2726 (XLII-O/12)

In keeping with the mandate, as renewed by the General Assembly, this topic was entrusted to the Working Group on the Protection of the Human Rights of Older Persons, which was installed during this period on September 13, 2012, after completing the process of election of the Group Chair, Alternate Representative of Argentina to the OAS, Ana Marcela Pastorino. 
The Activities Report for the 2012-2013 period appears in document CAJP/GT/DHPM-93/13 rev.1, and was presented to the CAJP by the Chair on May 21, 2013 highlighting progress with regard to the “Draft Inter-American Convention on the Protection of the Human Rights of Older Persons,” as enhanced by said Group during this period. 

11. Adoption of progress indicators for measuring rights under the Protocol of San Salvador: AG/RES. 2713 (XLII-O/12) 

The CAJP addressed this topic by including it in the agenda: 

· On October 25, 2012, when several members of the Working Group to Examine the Periodic Reports of the States Parties to the Protocol of San Salvador were hosted mainly for the purpose of presenting the preliminary document on the progress indicators for the second group of rights (CP/CAJP/INF.170/12, CP/CAJP/INF.171/12 and CP/CAJP/INF.197/13);

· On April 25, 2013, when the Director of the Department of Social Development and Employment, Dr. Evelyn Jacir presented the Report on compliance with its mandate as Technical Secretariat of the Group during the 2012-2013 period (CP/CAJP/INF.192/13).
· Also on April 25, 2013, the CAJP agreed to recommend to the Permanent Council that Andrés Scagliola of Uruguay be elected as alternate government expert of the Working Group to Examine the Periodic Reports of the States Parties to the Protocol of San Salvador, as follow-up to the mandate set forth in resolution AG/RES. 2713 (XLII-O/12). See document on the aforementioned candidacy: CP/CAJP/INF.179/13 add.1 corr. 1.
The election of Alternate Government Expert Andrés Scagliola of Uruguay was formally held at the regular meeting of the Permanent Council on May 22, 2013. 

12. Follow-up to the Inter-American Program for Universal Civil Registry and “Right to Identity:” AG/RES. 2719 (XLII-O/12)

The CAJP dealt with this topic by preparing, on October 4, 2012, and holding, on November 1, 2012, a special meeting with the support of the Universal Civil Identity Program in the Americas (PUICA), Department for Effective Public Management, Secretariat for Political Affairs.  In response to the request of the member states to carry over consideration of this topic as a result of their interest in the topic and due to weather problems, which prevented several national authorities from arriving in Washington for the November 1 meeting, the CAJP brought up this topic once again at a regular meeting held on December 13, 2012. 

Report of the Special Meeting: CP/CAJP-3104/12 add. 6 rev.2

Link to video of webcast:

a. November 1, 2012:

http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/videos.asp?sCodigo=12-0201&videotype
b. December 13, 2012:

http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/videos.asp?sCodigo=12-0232&videotype
13. Follow-up to the Inter-American Convention against Corruption and the Inter-American Program for Cooperation in the Fight against Corruption: AG/RES. 2730 (XLII-O/12)

The CAJP took up this topic at a meeting on February 14, 2013, and at this meeting, the Director of the Department of Legal Cooperation of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs of the OAS, Dr. Jorge García González gave a presentation, which was published as document CP/CAJP/INF.181/13. 

14. Meeting of the Ministers of Justice or Attorneys General of the Americas: AG/RES. 2734 (XLII-O/12)

The CAJP considered this topic at a meeting on February 14, 2013, and at this time, the Director of the Department of Legal Cooperation of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs of the OAS, Dr. Jorge García González gave a presentation, which was published as document CP/CAJP/INF.180/13. 

15. Support to the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disability and to the Technical Secretariat of the Committee: AG/RES. 2731 (XLII-O/12)

The CAJP addressed this topic at a meeting on February 14, 2013, and on this occasion, a presentation was given by Mrs. Mercedes Carrillo, Specialist of the Department of Social Development and Employment. 

16. Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities (2006-2016) and Support for the Program Technical Secretariat (SEDISCAP) AG/RES. 2733 (XLII-O/12)

The CAJP took up this topic at the meeting of February 14, 2013, and at that time, Mrs. Mercedes Carrillo, Specialist of the Department of Social Development and Employment gave a presentation. 

The Final Report of the Fourth Meeting of the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities “CEDDIS” (CP/CAJP/INF.194/13 corr.1), published on April 30, 2013, provides information concerning the work of CEDDIS and SEDISCAP. 

iv. HUMAN RIGHTS PROMOTION AND PROTECTION 

17. Access to public information and protection of personal data: AG/RES. 2727 (XLII-O/12)
The CAJP included this topic in the agenda of its meetings on November 13, 2012 and April 11, 2013. 

On November 13, 2012, the CAJP considered:

· A presentation given by the Department of Legal Services on Executive Order Nº 12-02: “POLÍTICA DE ACCESO A LA INFORMACIÓN” “INFORMATION ACCESS POLICY”

· The Report of the Department of International Law on Access to Public Information and Protection of Personal Data, appearing in document CP/CAJP/INF.149/11.

· The “Proposed Statement of Principles for privacy and personal data protection in the Americas,” arising from the 80th regular session of the Inter-American Juridical Committee [CJI/RES. 186 (LXXX-O/12)]: CP/INF.6418/12
On April 11, 2013, the CAJP considered the “Draft Inter-American Program on Access to Public Information,” a working document prepared by the Department of International Law (CP/CAJP-3135/13)

18. Official Public Defenders as a guarantee of access to justice for persons in situations of vulnerability: AG/RES. 2714 (XLII-O/12)

The CAJP addressed this topic by preparing for– on October 4 and November 13, 2012–and holding, on March 7, 2013, a “Special Meeting on the exchange of best practices and experiences with public defenders as a guarantee of access to justice for persons in situations of vulnerability” with the support of the Department of International Law, Secretariat for Legal Affairs (CP/CAJP-3108/12 rev. 6). 

· Standards for measuring public defenders, compilation of responses to questionnaire drafted by the executive committee of the AIDEF (Contributed by the Inter-American Association of Public Defenders Offices, a Civil Society Organization registered at the OAS, in preparation for the Special Meeting) CP/CAJP-3108/12 rev. 2 add. 1

· Presentations: CP/CAJP-3108/13 rev. 6 add. 1; CP/CAJP-3108/13 rev. 6 add. 2; CP/CAJP-3108/13 rev. 6 add. 5; CP/CAJP-3108/13 rev. 6 add. 6; 

· Bulletin of the Department of International Law:

http://www.oas.org/es/sla/ddi/boletines_informativos_defensa_publica_acceso_justicia_mar-7-2013.html
19. Study on the rights and care of persons under any form of detention or imprisonment: AG/RES. 2668 (XLI-O/11)

The CAJP took up this topic at the meeting on December 19, 2012, and on that occasion, Dr. Emilio Alvarez Icaza, Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights gave a presentation. 

20. Protecting human rights and fundamental liberties in the fight against terrorism: AG/RES. 2676 (XLI-O/11)-

The CAJP addressed this topic at the meeting of December 19, 2012, and on that occasion, Dr. Emilio Alvarez Icaza, Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights gave a presentation. 

21. Human rights, sexual orientation and gender identity: AG/RES. 2721 (XLII-O/12)

The CAJP took up this topic at the meeting of December 19, 2012, and on that occasion, Dr. Emilio Alvarez Icaza, Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights gave a presentation. 

22. Right to the truth: AG/RES. 2725 (XLII-O/12)

The CAJP addressed this topic at the meeting of December 19, 2012, and on that occasion, Dr. Emilio Alvarez Icaza, Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights gave a presentation. 

23. Protecting asylum-seekers and refugees in the Americas: AG/RES. 2758 (XLII-O/12)
The CAJP addressed this topic by preparing for, on October 4 and November 13, 2012, and holding, on January 31, 2013, a “Course on International Refugee Law” with the support of the Department of International Law, Secretariat for Legal Affairs. 

· Agenda and Speakers: CP/CAJP-3117/12 rev. 3 corr.1. 

· Schedule CP/CAJP-3117/12 add. 2 

· Biographies of speakers CP/CAJP-3117/12 add. 3

· Course details (Web page of the Department of International Law): http://www.oas.org/es/sla/ddi/refugiados_cursos.asp
24. Recognition and promotion of people of African descent in the Americas: AG/RES. 2708 (XLII-O/12)

In order to deal with this topic, the CAJP included it in the agenda on October 4, 2012 and April 25, 2013. 

On October 4, 2012, the presentation titled “Recognition and promotion of the rights of Afro-descendants in the Americas” was given to the CAJP (Paper of the Department of International Law pertaining to Afro-descendants in the Americas) CP/CAJP/INF.167/13.

On April 25, 2013, the presentation “AFROMADRID Conference 2014” was given to the CAJP by Mr. Guillermo Ponce Morales, President of the organization AfroHispanos and Executive Secretary of the AFROMADRID Conference 2014 (AFROMADRID 2014 Conference is an initiative of Afro-descendant civil society organizations whose main focus is to generate the involvement of governments, international agencies, civil society organizations and academia in discussing and building a consensus on education, development and justice-related issues). 

25. Human rights education in formal education in the Americas: AG/RES. 2732 (XLII-O/12)
This topic was addressed by the CAJP by including it in the agenda on October 25, 2012 and April 18, 2013, and on those occasions, Dr. Roberto Cuellar, Director of the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights presented. 

v. STRENGTHENING THE INTER-AMERICAN HUMAN RIGHTS SYSTEM (IAHRS) 

26. Draft Resolution: Strengthening of the Inter-American Human Rights System pursuant to the mandates arising from the Summits of the Americas - AG/doc.5306/12

The purpose of this resolution is to strengthen the inter-American human rights system.  In considering this topic at the September 27, 2012 meeting, the CAJP decided that because the Permanent Council was focusing its efforts on the mandates of resolution AG/RES. 2761 (XLII-O/12) “Follow-up on the Recommendations contained in the ‘Report of the Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights with a view to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System,” it should not reopen negotiations on document AG/doc.5306/12 and agreed instead to wait for the results in the framework of the Permanent Council. 

Resolution of the forty-fourth special session of the OAS General Assembly:

“Results of the Process of Reflection on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights with a view to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System” (Adopted at the plenary session, held on March 22, 2013 and subject to revision by the Style Committee) AG/RES. 1 (XLIV-E/13) corr. 1

VI. NEW DRAFT RESOLUTIONS INTRODUCED DURING THIS CAJP ACTIVITIES PERIOD 

27. Effective public management strengthening and innovation initiative in the Americas 

At a meeting on December 13, 2012, Maria Fernanda Trigo, Director of the Department of Effective Public Management, Secretariat for Political Affairs, gave a presentation on the “Proposal for the creation of an Inter-American Cooperation Mechanism for Effective Public Management – MECIGEP” CP/CAJP/INF.174/12. 

On May 1, 2013, the Preparatory Committee of the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly, distributed a “Note from the Permanent Mission of Colombia requesting that the topic of “Effective public management strengthening and innovation initiative in the Americas” be included on the agenda, as a joint Colombia/Chile proposal in the draft preliminary order of business and schedule of the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly (AG/CP/doc.842/13).

28. Promotion and protection of the human rights of persons living with HIV in the Americas

On May 14, 2013, the Chair of the Permanent Council received the “Note from the Permanent Mission of Argentina introducing the draft resolution ‘Promotion and protection of the human rights of persons living with HIV in the Americas,’” requesting that said draft be included under topic 21 of the Order of Business of the General Assembly (Adoption of Progress Indicators for measuring rights under the Protocol of San Salvador), document CP/doc.4863/13 corr. 1.

29. Organic Draft Resolution I: Promoting International Law 

A draft resolution was introduced by the CAJP Chair to the Permanent Council on May 24, 2013, with a mind to instituting a process of systematization of the CAJP’s work, particularly, by attempting to group resolutions under the five themes that have been defined to organize its work and, to the extent possible, by reducing the number of paragraphs to be considered and negotiated by the Committee: CP/CAJP-3184/13
VII. SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS 

30. Informal Working Group to Review the Mandates of the CAJP  
At the June 28, 2012 meeting of the Permanent Council, based on the recommendations of the CAAP regarding the pilot review and cleanup of mandates received from the General Assembly, the Permanent Council adopted and submitted to the permanent committees the document “Analysis of OAS Mandates 1935-2011:” CP/CAAP-3175/12 add. 1-a), so that each Committee would prepare a draft hierarchical list of the mandates set forth in resolutions that specifically pertain to that Committee and, in so doing, bear in mind the document “Strategic Vision of the OAS.”  

In keeping with said mandate, at the September 27, 2012 meeting, the CAJP created and installed the Informal Working Group to Review the Mandates of the CAJP, and on that occasion also appointed Counselor Rodrigo Olsen, Alternate Representative of Chile to the OAS, as the Chair of the Group.  

The Activities Report, with the accompanying conclusions and recommendations of this Working Group, was submitted to the CAJP on April 18, 2013 and can be found in the document: CP/CAJP-3142/13.

VIII. OTHER TOPICS CONSIDERED BY THE CAJP 

31. “Draft model law on simplified stock corporation” arising from the 80th regular session of the Inter-American Juridical Committee [CJI/RES. 188 (LXXX-O/12)]: CP/INF.6420/12
The CAJP took up this topic including it in the agenda on April 11, 2013, and on that occasion, Dr. David P. Stewart, Member of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, gave the respective presentation. 

IX. DRAFT RESOLUTIONS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

The CAJP focused its efforts from April 18 to May 24, 2013 on the negotiation of 28 draft resolutions that would potentially be included and submitted to the consideration of the Permanent Council and, subsequently, of the forty-third regular session of the OAS General Assembly. 

Since it has been agreed that these are resolutions, which the General Assembly shall approved every two years, some of the resolutions negotiated by the CAJP from April to May 2013 were not subject to any follow-up during the activities period covered by this report, but should the corresponding resolutions be approved in June 2013, the information on implementation follow-up shall be included in the CAJP activities report for the 2013-2014 period.  

All necessary information on draft resolutions and declarations, including sponsoring or co-sponsoring countries, date of approval both in the CAJP and in the Permanent Council, ad-referendum indications, and so forth, is all included in the Draft Resolutions Follow-up Chart of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, as of May 30, 2013, document CAJP-3156/13 rev. 6.

X. RECOMMENDATIONS

i. Follow-up on implementation of mandates: 

We recommend continuing to organize the work of the CAJP in such a way as to review the work performed by the organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS (especially, those under the General Secretariat) on an ongoing basis, with a view to ensuring proper follow-up to implementation of the mandates of the General Assembly.  In this regard, it is important for the CAJP to adhere to standards for the presentation of reports, such as indicating the origin of the mandate, what work has been completed and ongoing, and pending mandates (and obstacles standing in the way of full implementation of the mandate).  This type of information, submitted as matter of routine procedure to the CAJP, would help to keep most delegations better informed when the time comes to consider the introduction of mandates during negotiation on the accompanying draft resolution.

Additionally, we recommend that short reports be prepared and distributed at least one week in advance of the scheduled date of each presentation.  These short reports should provide specific data and also refer the reader to additional information on each topic on the web page of the area reporting to the CAJP.  This format would allow delegations to properly read available materials and receive instructions from their capitals in advance and, thereby, make the dialogue at this forum more productive. 

ii. Special Meetings and Activities: 

At the regular CAJP meeting of May 1, 2012, in light of the budget constraints that the Organization is experiencing, the delegations agreed to limit special meetings to those that were absolutely essential to hold due to the nature of their mandates and those that were agreed upon to be held at intervals of two or more years, as a result of commitments made in previous years. 

On that occasion, the delegations agreed as well to limit the duration of said events to one half day (except for meetings to negotiate the draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples), in order to avoid extra expenditures for interpretation, as this is the item of highest expense to the Organization when special meetings and events have been convened in the past.

In light of the foregoing, the delegations agreed to support the efforts of this Committee to limit, as much as possible, special expenditures for any special meetings and events that may be necessary to hold in order to comply with resolutions approved by the OAS General Assembly, whose the follow-up is assigned to the CAJP.  

We also recommend scheduling special meetings and other special activities during the second half of the calendar year and, for this purpose, it is essential for all areas and offices of the Organization, international organizations, and institutions, whose offices are interested in presenting information to the CAJP, to work together so that such presentations can be given during the second half of the calendar year.  

iii. Annual Reports: 

We recommend establishing March 31 of each year as the deadline for the submission of the annual reports of the organs, whose observations and recommendations are entrusted to the CAJP. 

iv. Negotiation of Draft Resolutions for the General Assembly: 

We recommend establishing from March 1 to April 30 of each year as the negotiation period of draft resolutions for the General Assembly, with a view to better coordinating the political and technical facets involved in resolution preparation.

v. Working Groups: 

We recommend installing CAJP Working Groups and assigning their mandates with a deadline for delivery of their reports no later than March 31 of each year. 

vi. Final Recommendation 

This report and annex pertaining to the draft resolutions negotiated in the framework of the CAJP is a response to the mandates assigned to it by the Permanent Council on August 22, 2012 or to the fact that delegations have deemed it appropriate to bring new topics to the consideration of this body.  Consequently, the report and annex reflect the recommendations of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs with regard to future actions to be conducted, coordinated or followed up on, by the CAJP and, therefore, it is our recommendation for them to be transmitted to the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly.
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The CAJP Chair wishes to express his sincere gratitude and recognition to the technical areas of the General Secretariat, which supported its work, especially the Secretary of the CAJP, Alejandro Aristizábal, the Secretaries of the Working Groups of the CAJP, Carolina Santa María, Guillermo Moncayo, and José Gabriel Salazar and the support staff of the Secretariat of the Permanent Council; the Director of the Department of International Law (Secretariat for Legal Affairs) Dr. Dante Negro and the staff of said Department which supported the work of the CAJP.  We also recognize the invaluable contributions of other areas, such as the Executive Secretariats of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, the Department of Legal Cooperation, the Department of Social Development and Employment, the Department for Effective Public Management, the Directorate of the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights and the CEJA Secretariat, as well as the UNHCR and the International Committee of the Red Cross for their support in carrying out special events.
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