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FOLLOW-UP TO RESOLUTION AG/RES. 2794 (XLIii-O/13):  PERSONS WHO HAVE DISAPPEARED AND ASSISTANCE TO MEMBERS OF THEIR FAMILIES

(Note from the Chair of the CAJP requesting information 
from the member states)


The Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) presents its compliments to the distinguished member state delegations and, wishes to remind them of the mandate contained in operative paragraph 12 of resolution AG/RES. 2794 (XLIII-O/13), “Persons Who Have Disappeared and Assistance to Members of Their Families,” in which the General Assembly resolved:

“To encourage member states, as appropriate, with the support of their respective missing persons search commissions and their national commissions on human rights or on international humanitarian law, or other competent bodies, in accordance with their respective mandates, and with technical collaboration from the ICRC, to promote, at the national level, the adoption of measures regarding the provisions of the resolutions adopted by the General Assembly since 2005 on “Persons who have Disappeared and Assistance to Members of Their Families” and to provide information thereon, entrusting the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs with placing on its agenda the broad dissemination of this information before the forty-fourth regular session of the OAS General Assembly.”

Accordingly, the Chair requests that the delegations remit their reports on promotion at the national level of the adoption of measures envisaged in the resolutions on “Persons Who Have Disappeared and Assistance to Members of Their Families” adopted by the General Assembly since 2005 (see list attached). Delegations are kindly asked to convey that information to the CAJP Secretariat (aaristizabal@oas.org) no later than Friday, February, 14, 2014, for its publication in preparation for the meeting of the CAJP scheduled for March 6, 2014, at which said information will be disseminated.

The Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs avails itself of this opportunity to convey to the distinguished delegations of the member states the renewed assurances of its highest consideration.
Ambassador Arturo Villarino

Permanent Representative of Panama to the OAS,

Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP)











APPENDIX

MANDATES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY REGARDING PERSONS WHO HAVE DISAPPEARED AND ASSISTANCE TO MEMBERS OF THEIR FAMILIES (2005-2013)


To facilitate the provision of information to the CAJP regarding measures taken in connection with Persons Who Have Disappeared and Assistance to Members of Their Families, pursuant to the aforementioned resolution, member states will find attached a Table of Mandates of the General Assembly, contained in resolutions AG/RES. 2134 (XXXV-O/05), AG/RES. 2231 (XXXVI-O/06), AG/RES. 2295 (XXXVII-O/07), AG/RES. 2416 (XXXVIII-O/08), AG/RES. 2513 (XXXIX-O/09), AG/RES. 2594 (XL-O/10) and AG/RES. 2651 (XLI-O/11), AG/RES. 2717 (XLII-O/12) and AG/RES. 2794 (XLIII-O/13), pursuant to which the member states are being asked to provide reports.
GENERAL ASSEMBLY:

TABLE OF MANDATES TO THE MEMBER STATES REGARDING PERSONS WHO HAVE DISAPPEARED AND ASSISTANCE TO MEMBERS OF THEIR FAMILIES

2005 - 2013
	AG/RES. 2794 (XLIII-O/13)
	Operative paragraphs:

1.
To reiterate the provisions of paragraphs 1 to 17 of resolution AG/RES. 2594 (XL-O/10), “Persons Who Have Disappeared and Assistance to Members of Their Families,” adopted by the General Assembly on June 8, 2010.

2.
To urge member states, in keeping with their obligations under international humanitarian law and international human rights law and with pertinent national and international jurisprudence, to continue the progressive adoption of measures, including domestic regulatory and institutional provisions to: 
a. prevent the disappearance of persons in the context of armed conflict or other situations of armed violence, with particular focus on those related to vulnerable groups;

b. clarify the fate and whereabouts of those who have disappeared;

c. strengthen technical capacity and promote regional cooperation for forensic search, recovery, and use of forensic genetics for the identification of human remains, including with regard to the problem of migrants presumed to have disappeared; and

d. attend to the needs of the family members, using as a reference, inter alia, the “Guiding Principles/Model Law on the Missing” prepared by the Advisory Service on International Humanitarian Law of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC).

3.
To encourage member states, in order to address the legal situation of missing persons and its effect on that of family members, to proceed to adopt the necessary domestic legal framework to recognize and address the legal and practical difficulty and hardship faced by the missing person and his or her family members, including the legal framework needed to authorize a “declaration of absence” for persons who are presumed to have disappeared, taking as a point of reference, inter alia, the Model Law on the Missing, drawn up for that purpose by the ICRC.

4.
To invite member states to enact timely provisions that ensure the participation and representation of victims and their families in the relevant proceedings, as well as access to justice and to mechanisms for them to be able to seek fair, prompt, and effective reparation; and, likewise, provisions to guarantee protection for victims and witnesses, especially women and children, human rights defenders, and lawyers involved in cases of serious violations of international humanitarian law and human rights cases filed in their courts and in other transitional-justice mechanisms.

5.
To ask member states to pay maximum attention to cases of children presumed to have disappeared in connection with armed conflicts and other situations of armed violence and to adopt appropriate measures to seek out and identify those children and reunite them with their families.

6.
To invite member states to consider ratifying or acceding to, and implementing in their domestic legal systems the Inter-American Convention on Forced Disappearance of Persons of 1994 and the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance and to recognize the competence of the Committee on Enforced Disappearances for envisaged in the latter convention.

7.
To exhort member states, in order to allow family members to exercise their right to learn the fate and whereabouts of relatives who have disappeared in situations of armed conflict or armed violence, as recognized in resolution AG/RES. 2509 (XXXIX-O/09), to adopt effective measures in the context of a broad and comprehensive investigation for the location, recovery, identification, and return of human remains, using standardized forensic protocols and promoting the establishment of centralized databases, while respecting the families’ dignity, traditions, and mental health.

8.
To invite member states to collect, protect, and manage data on disappeared persons in accordance with national and international legal standards and provisions, and to cooperate with one another and with other interested bodies working in this field, inter alia, through the exchange of information.

9.
To recommend that member states take into account minimum standards for psychosocial work when defining and applying their government policies concerning the search for missing persons and the corresponding forensic investigation, and in addressing the situation of family members, such as, for example, those proposed in the “Global consensus on principles and minimum standards for psychosocial work in forensic search and investigation processes for cases of forced disappearance and arbitrary or extra-judicial executions.”

10.
To urge member states, in line with the conclusions and recommendations of the first Meeting of Forensic Specialists of the Americas, of the Meeting of Ministers of Justice or Other Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas, held on September 24 and 25, 2009, to support the training of forensic scientists in their own countries and the implementation of forensic examinations consistent with internationally validated scientific standards and procedures, fostering, to that end,  the international cooperation, participation, and technical assistance of international and national institutions with recognized experience in the field.

11.
To invite member states to continue their cooperation with the ICRC, a recognized, neutral, independent humanitarian institution, in its various areas of responsibility, by facilitating its work and implementing its technical recommendations with a view to consolidating the measures adopted by states in the process of searching for missing persons.

12.
To encourage member states, as appropriate, with the support of their respective missing persons search commissions and their national commissions on human rights or on international humanitarian law, or other competent bodies, in accordance with their respective mandates, and with technical collaboration from the ICRC, to promote, at the national level, the adoption of measures regarding the provisions of the resolutions adopted by the General Assembly since 2005 on “Persons who have Disappeared and Assistance to Members of Their Families” and to provide information thereon, entrusting the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs with placing on its agenda the broad dissemination of this information before the forty-fourth regular session of the OAS General Assembly.


	AG/RES. 2717 (XLII-O/12)
	Operative paragraphs:

1. To reiterate the provisions of operative paragraphs 1 through 17 of resolution AG/RES. 2594 (XL-O/10), “Persons Who Have Disappeared and Assistance to Members of Their Families,” adopted by the General Assembly on June 8, 2010.

2. To urge member states, in keeping with their obligations under international humanitarian law and international human rights law and with pertinent national and international jurisprudence, to continue the progressive adoption of measures, including domestic regulatory and institutional provisions; to prevent the disappearance of persons in the context of armed conflict or other situations of armed violence; to clarify the fate and whereabouts of those who have disappeared, to strengthen technical capacity to deal with human remains; and to attend to the needs of the family members, using as a reference, among others, the Guiding Principles/Model Law on the Missing, prepared by the Advisory Service on International Humanitarian Law of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC).
3. To encourage member states, in order to address the legal situation of missing persons and its effect on that of family members, to proceed to adopt the necessary comprehensive domestic legal framework to recognize and address the legal and practical difficulty and hardship faced by the missing person and his or her family members, including the legal framework needed to authorize a “declaration of absence” for persons who are presumed to have disappeared, taking as a point of reference, inter alia, the Model Law on the Missing, drawn up for that purpose by the ICRC.
4. To request member states to pay maximum attention to cases of children presumed to have disappeared in connection with armed conflicts and other situations of armed violence and to adopt appropriate measures to seek out and identify those children and reunite them with their families.
5. To invite member states to consider ratifying and/or acceding to, and implementing in their domestic legal systems the Inter-American Convention on Forced Disappearance of Persons of 1994 and the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance and to recognize the competence of the Committee on Enforced Disappearances for which the latter Convention provides.

6. To exhort member states, in order to allow family members to exercise their right to learn the fate and whereabouts of relatives who have disappeared in situations of armed conflict or armed violence, as recognized in resolution AG/RES. 2509 (XXXIX-O/09), to adopt effective measures in the context of a broad and comprehensive investigation for the location, recovery, identification, and return of human remains, using standardized forensic protocols and promoting the establishment of centralized databases, while respecting the families’ dignity, traditions, and mental health.

7. To invite member states to collect, protect, and manage data on disappeared persons in accordance with national and international legal standards and provisions, and to cooperate with one another and with other interested bodies working in this field, inter alia, through the exchange of information.
8. To recommend that member states take into account minimum standards for psychosocial work when defining and applying their government policies concerning the search for missing persons and the corresponding forensic investigation, and in addressing the situation of family members, such as, for example, those proposed in the “Global consensus on principles and minimum standards for psychosocial work in forensic search and investigation processes for cases of forced disappearance and arbitrary or extrajudicial executions.” 
9. To urge member states, in line with the conclusions and recommendations of the First Meeting of Forensic Specialists of the Americas, of the Meeting of Ministers of Justice or Other Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas, held on September 24 and 25, 2009, to support the training of forensic scientists in their own countries and the implementation of professional forensic training consistent with internationally validated scientific standards and procedures, to that end fostering the international cooperation, participation, and technical assistance of international and national institutions with recognized experience in the field.

10. To invite member states to continue their cooperation with the ICRC, a recognized neutral and independent humanitarian institution, in its various areas of responsibility, by facilitating its work and implementing its technical recommendations with a view to consolidating the measures adopted by states in the process of searching for missing persons.

11.
To encourage member states, as appropriate, with the support of their respective missing-persons search commissions and their national commissions on human rights or on international humanitarian law, or other competent bodies, in accordance with their respective mandates, and with technical collaboration from the ICRC, to promote the adoption of measures at the national level regarding the provisions of resolutions adopted by the General Assembly since 2005 on “Persons who have Disappeared and Assistance to Members of Their Families,” entrusting the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs with placing on its agenda the broad dissemination of this information before the forty-fourth regular session of the OAS General Assembly.

	AG/RES. 2651 (XLI-O/11)
	Operative paragraphs:

1. To reiterate the provisions of operative paragraphs 1 through 17 of resolution AG/RES. 2594 (XL-O/10), “Persons Who Have Disappeared and Assistance to Members of Their Families,” adopted by the General Assembly on June 8, 2010. 

2. To urge states, in keeping with their obligations under international humanitarian law and international human rights law, to continue the progressive adoption of measures, including domestic regulatory and institutional provisions, to prevent the disappearance of persons in the context of armed conflict or other situations of armed violence, to clarify the fate and whereabouts of those who have disappeared, to strengthen technical capacity to deal with human remains, and to attend to the needs of the family members, using as a reference, among others, the Guiding Principles/Model Law on the Missing prepared by the Advisory Service on International Humanitarian Law of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC). 
3. To encourage member states, in order to address the legal situation of missing persons and its effect on that of family members, to proceed to adopt the necessary domestic legal framework to recognize and address the legal and practical difficulty and hardship faced by the missing person and his or her family members, including the legal framework needed to authorize a “declaration of absence” for persons who are presumed to have disappeared.
4. To ask states to pay maximum attention to cases of children presumed to have disappeared in connection with armed conflicts and other situations of armed violence and to adopt appropriate measures to seek out and identify those children and reunite them with their families.
5. To invite member states to consider ratifying and/or acceding to, and implementing in their domestic legal systems the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance and to recognize the competence of the Committee on Enforced Disappearances for which that Convention provides.

6. To exhort member states, in order to allow family members to exercise their right to learn the fate and whereabouts of relatives who have disappeared in situations of armed conflict or armed violence, as recognized in OAS resolution AG/RES. 2509 (XXXIX-O/09), to adopt effective measures in the context of a broad and comprehensive investigation for the location, recovery, identification, and return of human remains, while respecting the families’ dignity, traditions, and mental health.

7. To urge member states, in line with the conclusions and recommendations of the First Meeting of Forensic Specialists of the Americas, of the Meeting of Ministers of Justice or Other Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA), held on September 24 and 25, 2009, to support the training of forensic scientists in their own countries and the implementation of professional forensic training consistent with internationally validated scientific standards and procedures, to that end fostering the international cooperation, participation, and technical assistance of international and national institutions with recognized experience in the field.

8. To recommend that member states take into account minimum standards for psychosocial work when defining and applying their government policies concerning the search for missing persons and the corresponding forensic investigation, and in addressing the situation of family members.

9. To invite member states to continue their cooperation with the ICRC, a recognized neutral and independent humanitarian institution, in its various areas of responsibility, by facilitating its work and implementing its technical recommendations with a view to consolidating the measures adopted by states in the process of searching for missing persons.
10. To encourage member states, as appropriate, with the support of their respective missing persons search commissions and their national commissions on human rights or on international humanitarian law, or other competent bodies, in accordance with their respective mandates, and with technical collaboration from the ICRC, to provide information on the measures taken, at the national level, regarding the provisions of resolutions adopted by the General Assembly since 2005 on “Persons who have Disappeared and Assistance to Members of Their Families,” entrusting the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) with placing on its agenda the broad dissemination of this information before the forty-second regular session of the OAS General Assembly..


	AG/RES. 2594
(XL-O/10)

	Operative paragraphs:

1. To urge all parties involved in armed conflict and actors in other situations of armed violence to prevent the disappearance of persons, in accordance with applicable international law.
2. To exhort member states to continue moving forward in preventing the forced disappearance of persons by considering, where appropriate, the adoption of laws, regulations, and/or instructions requiring the establishment of official registries in which records are kept of all detained persons, among other reasons to enable, as appropriate, family members, other interested persons, judicial authorities, and/or bodies that have a recognized mandate to protect detainees to learn, within a short period of time, of any detention that has taken place, all of the foregoing without interfering with appropriate communications between detainees and members of their families.
3. To encourage member states to pursue their efforts to ensure that all persons, especially those most at risk as a result of armed conflict or a situation of internal violence, receive an official identification document.
4. To exhort member states to step up their efforts to shed light on the fate of persons who have disappeared, including their whereabouts or, if dead, the circumstances of their death and their place of burial, and to hand over their mortal remains to their family members, and, to that end, to ensure that there are mechanisms that enable the authorities and all actors involved to cooperate among themselves, in a coordinated manner, and be complementary in their efforts.
5. To urge member states to maintain, in keeping with their legal and administrative system, complete birth and death records, and also to establish registries to collect and centralize information on persons presumed to have disappeared.
6. To exhort member states to ensure that disappearance cases are impartially investigated by the competent authorities, in accordance with their international obligations and domestic legislation, and that the families of persons presumed to have disappeared are systematically involved in the efforts to clarify what has happened to them.
7. To encourage member states to address comprehensively, and, where appropriate, as part of their public policies, the psychological, social, legal, and material needs of the family members of presumed victims of disappearances through measures including, where appropriate, provision of periodic information to family members on the efforts to cast light on the fate of the disappeared and on their whereabouts.
8. To encourage member states to consider adopting, as applicable, domestic laws on the legal situation of missing persons, as well as respect for their legal rights and obligations, and the uncertainty and hardship faced by family members, in order to provide a legal framework and appropriate resources to deal with everyday practical issues, taking into account the specific needs and particular interests of women heads of household and children, including the consequences of disappearances on property management, child custody, parental rights, and marital status, as well as devising adequate compensation programs.
9. To urge member states to ensure that human remains are treated with due respect and in accordance with national and international practices and standards and legal and ethical standards applicable to the collection, exhumation, and management of unidentified remains, in order to assemble all the information needed to identify them and to ascertain the facts that led to that situation.
10. To encourage member states to take appropriate measures to ensure that the collection, exhumation, and management of human remains and other related procedures are carried out by forensic experts, respecting, where applicable, traditional practices.
11. To exhort member states to ensure that fully identified human remains are returned to family members and that the respective death certificates are issued.
12. To urge member states to investigate cases of alleged violations of the provisions of international human rights law and/or international humanitarian law, within their respective spheres of application, that protect persons from disappearances in situations of armed conflict and other situations of armed violence, and to prosecute and punish those found guilty of such violations taking into consideration recent national and international jurisprudence on the subject.
13. To urge member states to adopt necessary legislative and/or administrative measures to prevent and punish the arbitrary deprivation of liberty.
14. To urge member states to adopt necessary legislative and/or administrative measures to prevent the systematic and deliberate denial of information exchange among family members; obstacles to the provision of information on the disappearance of victims, in particular regarding identification processes; the illicit withholding of accessible information on a death or its cause and the reasons for or circumstances of a death; the destruction of evidence likely to clarify the fate of a person presumed to be missing; and the looting, desecration, or mutilation of corpses.
15. To urge member states to ensure, in accordance with the applicable international instruments, norms, and standards in this area, adequate protection of the personal data gathered in connection with missing persons, in accordance with the law.
16. To urge member states to cooperate among themselves in addressing the various aspects of the problem of the disappearance of persons, such as support for family members, the search for missing persons, the collection, exhumation, and identification of human remains, and mutual assistance in criminal proceedings; including the exchange of information and experiences on the application of legislation governing these areas.
17. To encourage member states to support the work of their respective commissions searching for missing persons and, where appropriate, the work of their national committees on international humanitarian law, as well as to request support from international and civil society organizations active in this field with a view to fostering sensitive and coordinated treatment of the problem of the disappearance of persons.
18. To invite member states to continue their cooperation with the International Committee of the Red Cross, a recognized neutral and independent humanitarian institution, in its various areas of responsibility, by facilitating its work and implementing its technical recommendations, with a view to consolidating the measures adopted by states in the process of searching for missing persons.
19. To exhort those member states that have not yet done so to consider signing and ratifying, ratifying, or acceding to, and implementing in their domestic legal system, as the case may be, the Inter-American Convention on Forced Disappearance of Persons and the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance.
20. To urge states, as applicable, to endeavor to carry out the mandates set forth in this resolution on an ongoing basis.

	AG/RES. 2513 (XXXIX-O/09)
	Operative paragraphs:

1. To urge all parties involved in armed conflict and actors in other situations of armed violence to prevent the disappearance of persons, in accordance with applicable international law.

2. To encourage member states to continue moving forward in preventing the forced disappearance of persons by considering, where appropriate, the adoption of laws, regulations, and/or instructions requiring the establishment of official registries in which records are kept of all detained persons, among other reasons to enable, as appropriate, family members, other interested persons, judicial authorities, and/or bodies that have a recognized mandate to protect detainees to learn, within a short period of time, of any detention that has taken place, all of the foregoing without interfering with appropriate communications between detainees and members of their families.

3. To encourage member states to pursue their efforts to ensure that all persons, especially those most at risk as a result of armed conflict or a situation of internal violence, receive an official identification document.

4. To urge member states to step up their efforts to shed light on the fate of persons who have disappeared, including their whereabouts or, if dead, the circumstances of their death and their place of burial, and to hand over their mortal remains to their family members, and, to that end, to ensure that authorities and all mechanisms involved coordinate their work, cooperate among themselves, and complement one another’s efforts.

5. To urge member states to maintain, in keeping with their legal and administrative system, complete birth and death records, and also to establish registries to collect and centralize information on persons presumed to have disappeared.

6. To urge member states to ensure that disappearance cases are impartially investigated by the competent authorities, in accordance with their international obligations and domestic legislation, and that the families of persons presumed to have disappeared are systematically involved in the efforts to clarify what has happened to them.

7. To encourage member states to address as fully as possible the psychological, social, legal, and material needs of the family members of presumed victims of disappearances through measures including, where appropriate, provision of periodic information to family members on the efforts to cast light on the fate of the disappeared and on their whereabouts.

8. To encourage member states to consider adopting, as applicable, domestic laws on the situation of missing persons regarding their legal rights and obligations and the uncertainty and hardship faced by family members, in order to provide a legal framework and appropriate remedies to deal with everyday practical issues, taking into account the specific needs and particular interests of women heads of household and children, including the consequences of disappearances on property management, child custody, parental rights, and marital status, as well as devising adequate compensation programs.


	
	9. To urge member states to ensure that human remains are treated with due respect and in accordance with national and international practices and standards and legal and ethical standards applicable to the collection, exhumation, and management of unidentified remains, in order to assemble all the information needed to identify them and to ascertain the facts that led to that situation.

10. To encourage member states to take appropriate measures to ensure that the collection, exhumation, and management of human remains and other related procedures are carried out by forensic experts, respecting, where applicable, traditional practices.

11. To urge member states to ensure that fully identified human remains are returned to family members and that the respective death certificates are issued.

12. To urge member states to investigate cases of alleged violations of the provisions of international human rights law and/or international humanitarian law, within their respective spheres of application, that protect persons from disappearances in situations of armed conflict and other situations of armed violence, and to prosecute and punish those found guilty of such violations.

13. To urge member states to adopt necessary legislative and/or administrative measures to prevent and punish the arbitrary deprivation of liberty.

14. To urge member states to adopt necessary legislative and/or administrative measures to prevent the systematic and deliberate denial of information exchange among family members; obstacles to the provision of information on the disappearance of victims, in particular regarding identification processes; the illicit withholding of accessible information on a death or its cause and the reasons for or circumstances of a death; the destruction of evidence likely to clarify the fate of a person presumed to be missing; and the looting, desecration, or mutilation of corpses.

15. To urge member states to ensure adequate protection of the personal data gathered in connection with missing persons, in accordance with the law.

16. To urge member states to cooperate among themselves in addressing the various aspects of the problem of the disappearance of persons, including in the area of support for family members, the search for missing persons, the collection, exhumation, and identification of human remains, and mutual assistance in criminal proceedings.

17. To encourage member states to request support from international and civil society organizations to address the problem of the disappearance of persons.

18. To invite member states to continue their cooperation with the International Committee of the Red Cross, a recognized neutral and independent humanitarian institution, in its various areas of responsibility, and to facilitate its work.

19. To urge those member states that have not yet done so to consider signing and ratifying, ratifying, or acceding to, as the case may be, the Inter-American Convention on Forced Disappearance of Persons and the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance.

20. To urge states, as applicable, to endeavor to carry out the mandates set forth in this resolution on an ongoing basis.


	AG/RES. 2416 (XXXVIII-O/08)
	Operative paragraphs:

1. To urge all parties involved in armed conflict and actors in other situations of armed violence to prevent the disappearance of persons, in accordance with applicable international law. 

2. To encourage member states to continue moving forward in preventing the forced disappearance of persons by considering, where appropriate, the adoption of laws, regulations, and/or instructions requiring the establishment of official registries in which records will be kept of all detained persons, among other reasons to allow, as appropriate, family members, other interested persons, judicial authorities, and/or bodies that have a recognized mandate to protect detainees to learn, within a short period of time, of any detention that has taken place, all of the foregoing without interfering with appropriate communications between detainees and their families.

3. To urge member states to step up their efforts to shed light on the fate of persons who have disappeared and, to that end, to ensure that authorities and all mechanisms involved coordinate their work, cooperate among themselves, and complement one another’s efforts.

4. To urge member states to maintain, in keeping with their legal and administrative organization, complete birth and death records, and also to establish registries to collect and centralize information on persons presumed to have disappeared. 

5. To urge member states to ensure that disappearance cases are impartially investigated by the competent authorities, in accordance with their international obligations and domestic legislation, and that the families of persons presumed to have disappeared are systematically involved in the efforts to clarify what has happened to them.

6. To encourage member states to address as fully as possible the psychological, social, legal, and material needs of the families of presumed victims of disappearances through measures including, where appropriate, provision of periodic information to relatives on the efforts to cast light on the fate of the disappeared and on their whereabouts.

7. To encourage member states to consider enacting, as applicable, domestic laws that recognize the situation of the families of disappearance victims, taking into account the specific needs and particular interests of women heads of household and children, including the consequences of disappearances on property management, child custody, parental rights, and marital status, as well as devising adequate compensation programs.

8. To urge member states to ensure that human remains are treated with due respect and in accordance with national and international practices and standards and legal and ethical standards applicable to the collection, exhumation, and management of unidentified remains, in order to assemble all the information needed to identify them and to ascertain the facts that led to that situation.

9. To encourage member states to take appropriate measures to ensure that the collection, exhumation, and management of human remains and other related procedures are carried out by forensic experts, respecting, if applicable, traditional practices.

10. To urge member states to ensure that fully identified human remains are returned to families and that the respective death certificates are issued.

11. To urge member states to punish those found guilty of violating, in armed conflict and other situations of armed violence, provisions of international human rights law and/or international humanitarian law, within their respective spheres of application, that protect persons from disappearances, in particular, forced disappearances.

12. To urge member states to adopt necessary legislative and/or administrative measures to prevent the unlawful deprivation of freedom.

13. To urge member states to adopt necessary legislative and/or administrative measures to prevent the systematic and deliberate denial of information exchange among families; obstacles to the provision of information on the disappearance of victims, in particular regarding identification processes; the illicit withholding of accessible information on a death or its cause and the reasons for or circumstances of a death; the destruction of evidence likely to clarify the fate of a person presumed to be missing; and the pillaging, desecration, or mutilation of the deceased.

14. To urge member states to ensure adequate protection of the personal data gathered in connection with disappeared persons, in accordance with the law.

15. To urge member states to cooperate among themselves in addressing the various aspects of the problem of the disappearance of persons, including in the area of support for families, the search for missing persons, collection, exhumation, and identification of human remains, and mutual assistance in criminal proceedings.

16. To encourage member states to request support from international and civil society organizations to address the problem of the disappearance of persons.

17. To invite member states to continue their cooperation with the International Committee of the Red Cross, a recognized humanitarian institution, in its various areas of responsibility, and to facilitate its work.

18. To urge those member states that have not yet done so to consider signing and ratifying, ratifying, or acceding to, as the case may be, the Inter-American Convention on Forced Disappearance of Persons and the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance.

19. To urge states, as applicable, to endeavor to carry out the mandates set forth in this resolution on an ongoing basis.

	AG/RES. 2295
(XXXVII-O/07)
	Operative paragraphs:

1. To urge all parties involved in armed conflict and actors in other situations of armed violence to prevent the disappearance of persons, in accordance with applicable international law. 

2. To encourage member states to continue moving forward in preventing the forced disappearance of persons by considering, where appropriate, the adoption of laws, regulations, and/or instructions requiring the establishment of official registries in which records will be kept of all detained persons, among other reasons to allow, as appropriate, family members, other interested persons, judicial authorities, and/or bodies that have a recognized mandate to protect detainees to learn, within a short period of time, of any detention that has taken place, all of the foregoing without interfering with appropriate communications between detainees and their families.

3. To urge member states to step up their efforts to shed light on the fate of persons who have disappeared and, to that end, to ensure that authorities and all mechanisms involved coordinate their work, cooperate among themselves, and complement one another’s efforts.

4. To urge member states to maintain, in keeping with their legal and administrative organization, complete birth and death records, and also to establish registries to collect and centralize information on persons presumed to have disappeared. 

5. To urge member states to ensure that disappearance cases are impartially investigated by the competent authorities, in accordance with their international obligations and domestic legislation, and that the families of persons presumed to have disappeared are systematically involved in the efforts to clarify what has happened to them.

6. To encourage member states to address as fully as possible the psychological, social, legal, and material needs of the families of presumed victims of disappearances through measures including, where appropriate, provision of periodic information to relatives on the efforts to cast light on the fate of the disappeared and on their whereabouts.

7. To encourage member states to consider enacting, as applicable, domestic laws that recognize the situation of the families of disappearance victims, taking into account the specific needs and particular interests of women heads of household and children, including the consequences of disappearances on property management, child custody, parental rights, and marital status, as well as devising adequate compensation programs.

8. To urge member states to ensure that human remains are treated with due respect and in accordance with national and international practices and standards and legal and ethical standards applicable to the collection, exhumation, and management of unidentified remains, in order to assemble all the information needed to identify them and to ascertain the facts that led to that situation. 

9. To encourage member states to take appropriate measures to ensure that the collection, exhumation, and management of human remains and other related procedures are carried out by forensic experts, respecting, if applicable, traditional practices.

10. To urge member states to ensure that fully identified human remains are returned to families and that the respective death certificates are issued.

11. To urge member states to punish those found guilty of violating, in armed conflict and other situations of armed violence, provisions of international human rights law and/or international humanitarian law, within their respective spheres of application, that protect persons from disappearances, in particular, forced disappearances.

12. To urge member states to adopt necessary legislative and/or administrative measures to prevent the systematic and deliberate denial of information exchange among families; obstacles to the provision of information on disappearance victims, in particular regarding identification processes; the illicit withholding of accessible information on a death or its cause and the reasons for or circumstances of a death; the destruction of evidence likely to clarify the fate of a person presumed to be missing; and the pillaging, desecration, or mutilation of the deceased.

13. To urge member states to ensure adequate protection of the personal data gathered in connection with disappeared persons, in accordance with the law.

14. To urge member states to cooperate among themselves in addressing the various aspects of the problem of the disappearance of persons, including in the area of support for families, the search for missing persons, collection, exhumation, and identification of human remains, and mutual assistance in criminal proceedings.

15. To encourage member states to request support from international and civil society organizations to address the problem of the disappearance of persons.

16. To invite member states to continue their cooperation with the International Committee of the Red Cross, a recognized humanitarian institution, in its various areas of responsibility, and to facilitate its work.

17. To urge those member states that have not yet done so to consider signing and ratifying, ratifying, or acceding to, as the case may be, the Inter-American Convention on Forced Disappearance of Persons and the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance.

18. To urge states, as applicable, to endeavor to carry out the mandates set forth in this resolution on an ongoing basis.



	AG/RES. 2231
(XXXVI-O/06)

	Operative paragraphs:

1. To urge all parties involved in armed conflict or other situations of armed violence to prevent the disappearance of persons, in accordance with the provisions of international humanitarian law, as applicable; and likewise to urge member states to observe and protect human rights, in order to prevent forced disappearances.
2. To encourage member states to continue moving forward in preventing the forced disappearance of persons by considering, where appropriate, the adoption of laws, regulations, and/or instructions requiring the establishment of official registries in which records will be kept of all detained persons, among other reasons to allow, as appropriate, family members, other interested persons, judicial authorities, and/or bodies that have a recognized mandate to protect detainees to learn, within a short period of time, of any detention that has taken place, all of the foregoing without interfering with appropriate communications between detainees and their families.
3. To urge member states to shed light on the fate of persons who have disappeared, to establish registry systems to collect and centralize information on persons presumed to have disappeared, to take appropriate measures to guarantee an impartial investigation by the competent authorities, and to involve the families of presumed disappearance victims in the efforts to clarify what has happened to them.
4. To encourage member states to address as fully as possible the psychological, social, legal, and material needs of the families of presumed victims of disappearances through measures including, where appropriate, provision of periodic information to relatives on the efforts to cast light on the fate of the disappeared and on their whereabouts.
5. To encourage member states to consider enacting, as applicable, domestic laws that recognize the situation of the families of disappearance victims, taking into account the specific needs and particular interests of women heads of household and children, including the consequences of disappearances on property management, child custody, parental rights, and marital status, as well as devising adequate compensation programs.
6. To urge member states to treat human remains appropriately, in compliance with the legal standards and professional ethics applicable to their handling and exhumation, in order to successfully identify them and issue death certificates.
7. To urge member states to punish those guilty of violating the provisions of international human rights law and international humanitarian law applicable to the disappearance of persons and, in particular, to forced disappearances.
8. To urge member states to guarantee adequate protection of the personal data gathered in connection with disappeared persons, in accordance with the law.
9. To urge member states to cooperate among themselves in addressing the problem of the disappearance of persons.
10. To encourage member states to request support in addressing this problem from international and civil society organizations.
11. To invite member states to continue their cooperation with the International Committee of the Red Cross, a recognized humanitarian institution, in its various areas of responsibility and to facilitate its work.
12. To urge those member states that have not yet done so to consider signing and ratifying, ratifying, or acceding to, as the case may be, the Inter-American Convention on Forced Disappearance of Persons.
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	Operative paragraphs:

1. To urge all parties involved in armed conflict or other situations of armed violence to prevent the disappearance of persons, in accordance with the provisions of international humanitarian law, as applicable; and likewise to urge member states to observe and protect human rights, in order to prevent forced disappearances.

2. To urge member states to promote, through the appropriate national authorities, the design and application of policies for preventing the disappearance of persons and for searching for and locating missing persons.

3. To urge member states to issue notification when persons are deprived of their freedom, to respect their right to maintain contact with their relatives, and to conduct efforts to make means of personal identification available to persons, especially those who are at risk of disappearance.

4. To urge those member states that have not yet done so to consider signing and ratifying, ratifying, or acceding to, as the case may be, the Inter-American Convention on Forced Disappearance of Persons.

5. To urge all states parties to the Inter-American Convention on Forced Disappearance of Persons to define forced disappearance as an offense under their national law, on the basis of that Convention, so as to prevent, punish, and eradicate the act of forced disappearance of persons.

6. To urge member states to take all feasible measures to make clear the circumstances and the fate of persons who have disappeared, to notify their relatives, and to take appropriate measures to guarantee an impartial investigation by the competent authorities.

7. To urge member states to proceed as expeditiously as possible, once human remains have been found, to identify them, to determine whether they belong to persons who have disappeared, and, if so, to notify their relatives.

8. To urge member states, to the extent of their ability, to attend to the needs of relatives of missing persons, especially with regard to material, psychological, social, and legal support, taking into account the particular needs of female heads of household.

9. To urge member states to adopt the necessary measures to prevent the impunity of, and to bring to justice, the parties responsible for crimes related to the disappearance of persons as a result of armed conflict or other situations of armed violence, or in the case of forced disappearances.

10. To urge member states to cooperate among themselves, as appropriate, in addressing the problem of the disappearance of persons.

11. To encourage member states to request support in addressing this problem, when they deem it appropriate, from international and civil society organizations.
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