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The resolution “Promotion and Protection of Human Rights in Business,” document AG/RES. 2840 (XLIV-O/14), adopted by the General Assembly in June 2014, requested the Permanent Council to hold a special meeting through the OAS Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs “to foster the exchange of best practices and experiences in the promotion and protection of human rights in business” in the first quarter of 2015.

Operative paragraph 5 of the aforementioned resolution states:
5. To request the Permanent Council to hold a special meeting of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs in first quarter 2015 to foster the exchange of best practices and experiences in the promotion and protection of human rights in business.  That special meeting shall be attended by the member states; government, academic, and civil society experts; and other social actors, as well as representatives of international organizations, and through the Secretariat for Legal Affairs shall prepare a report of that meeting’s findings prior to the forty-fifth regular session of the General Assembly.

The participants at the special meeting should include the member states; government, academic, and civil society experts; and other social actors engaged on this issue, as well as international organizations.
2:30 to 2:45 p.m.  
Remarks by the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs 
2:45 to 3:45  p.m.
Presentation by the organs of the system and subsidiary bodies of the OAS General Secretariat that have worked on this issue:
· Fabián Novak Talavera, Chair of the Inter-American Juridical Committee
· Paulo Vannuchi, Commissioner responsible for the Unit on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights
· Maryse Robert, Director of the Department of Economic and Social Development, Executive Secretariat for Integral Development
· Carmen Moreno Toscano, Executive Secretariat of the OAS Inter-American Commission of Women
3:45 to 4:15 p.m.
Presentation by international organizations that have worked on the issue.
· Sandra Alexandra Guáqueta, Member of the UN Working Group on business and human rights.
4:15 to 5:00 p.m.
Presentation by representatives of civil society and business
· Jorge Daniel Taillant, Executive Director of the Center for Human Rights and the Environment (CEDHA)
· Eduardo García Moreno, Director  of Corporative Responsibility and Institutional Services, Repsol

5:00 to 6:00 p.m.
Exchange of best practices and experiences in the promotion and protection of human rights in business 
· Presentation by state experts
· Ms. Verónica Zubia Pinto, Legal Counsel, Human Rights Directorate of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Chile
· Mr. Jason Pielemeier, Special Advisor for Internet Freedom, Business, and Human Rights, Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor, U.S. Department of State
· Representative of the Permanent Mission of Brazil
· Ms. Aurora Alejandra Abad González, Director of Public Policy Coordination on Human Rights, Directorate General of Public Policies on Human Rights, Secretariat of the Interior, Mexico
· Comments by member states
6.05 p.m.

Closing remarks by the Chair of the CAJP
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