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FOLLOW-UP ON THE RESOLUTION "INCLUSIVE DIALOGUE FOR EFFECTIVELY DEALING WITH SOCIAL CONFLICTS IN INVESTMENTS FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT"
[AG/RES. 2833 (XLIV-O/14)]

Date: March 12, 2015
Washington, D.C.

Simón Bolivar Room

Following-up on resolution AG/RES. 2833 (XLIV -O/14) "Inclusive Dialogue for Effectively Dealing with Social Conflicts in Investments for Integral Development," the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) will hold a regular meeting with the participation of governmental experts on the topic of managing social conflict associated with investments for integral development.

CONTEXT

The General Assembly of the OAS held in June 2014 in Paraguay, adopted resolution AG/RES. 2833 (XLIV -O/14) "Inclusive Dialogue for Effectively Dealing with Social Conflicts in Investment for Integral Development", given that some of the greatest challenges facing the region are the relationship between economic development and the preservation of the environment, social cohesion and the creation of efficient systems of governance. In the last decade there has been significant economic growth in several countries in Latin America and the Caribbean, in many cases due to the development of investment projects in mining and natural resource extraction, which are abundant in the Continent. These growth opportunities have generated more discussion regarding the expectations for development and the quality of life of people, especially in the context of marked economic and social inequality. Mining, hydrocarbon, or energy and infrastructure investment projects have contributed to the economic growth of the region and have provided governments with resources for integral development, poverty eradication and for promoting social inclusion. Nevertheless, they have also become a focus of social unrest and violence, in some cases resulting in political turmoil, instability and threats to governance. It is also important to understand that the social dynamic has changed in recent years: thanks to the stregthening of democracy, there are more, better organized and articulated citizen movements in the region that seek to play a greater role in decision-making processes through democratic consolidation.

Given this social and political situation, it is evident that the governments of the region should be prepared for the timely and peaceful management of such conflicts and social dynamics. In light of this, it is necessary to have strong and effective institutions that seek to address the structural causes of social unrest linked to investment projects in order to find long-term solutions, promote and strengthen democratic culture and practices and peacefully manage crisis in the short term. While the States of the region have been working on handling these situations, it is necessary to continue strengthening and building capacities.
Following-up on resolution AG/RES. 2833 (XLIV -O/14) "Inclusive Dialogue for Effectively Dealing with Social Conflicts in Investments for Integral Development" - the objective of this meeting is to contribute to strengthening the institutional capacities of the governments of the member states to address social conflicts, and to create a space for reflection and analysis in which the participating countries can share their experiences and lessons learned. It is expected that this will result in a constructive discussion on how to enhance mechanisms for addressing social conflict associated with investments and in consideration of the possibility of establishing a network of public authorities on the subject.
AGENDA


1. Opening Statements: (2:30 – 3:00 p.m.)

· Ambassador Stephen Vasciannie

Permanent Representative of Jamaica to the OAS 



Chairman of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs

· Ambassador Juan Jiménez Mayor 

Permanent Representative of Peru to the OAS
· Christopher Hernández-Roy 
Director of the Department of Sustainable Democracy and Special Missions of the OAS

2. Public management experiences for effectively dealing with social conflicts associated with investments for integral development (3:00 p.m. –5:30 p.m)

· Presentation by government experts of OAS member states on this subject
· Interventions by member states
The experts will present the experience of their respective countries, as well as give a generalized view on different models for conflict management, including legislative and regulatory frameworks, organic and methodological models used in each country, as well as the challenges of such models. The representatives of other member states will also have the opportunity to participate and contribute to the discussion by presenting their own experiences.
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