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 TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AT ITS FORTY-FIFTH REGULAR SESSION 

(Presented by the Chair of the CAJP)
The Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) hereby submits a proposed methodology the aims of which are to make an effective contribution to the presentation and negotiation of draft resolutions to be submitted to the General Assembly at its forty-fifth regular session, optimize the use of available resources, and streamline the work of the Committee.

The following are suggested basic guidelines for the presentation and negotiation of draft resolutions: 

1. To establish April 23, 2015 as the deadline for the submission of draft resolutions to the CAJP.
2. That the delegations forward this methodology to their respective capitals as soon as possible so that the permanent missions in due course may obtain any corresponding inputs and instructions in each case.
3. The vice chairs of the Committee will play an active part throughout the negotiations, supporting the chair and encouraging and monitoring the informal negotiations.
4. That Chair encourage informal negotiations and consultations among the delegations in the quest for agreements and/or when reaching an agreement proves difficult.  Informal consultations are also recommended for the contribution they make to the effectiveness and efficiency of negotiations.
5. Each proposing delegation performs different functions in connection with a draft resolution, among them:

a. Preparing and presenting its first version to the Committee;

b. Coordinating and mobilizing its sponsors;

c. Initiating informal consultations with the other delegations in the quest for points of consensus and/or when reaching an agreement proves difficult, and incorporating the results of the consultations in the draft resolution.

d. Forwarding to the Committee for classification and distribution any revised versions arising from the informal consultations.
6. Where he or she deems it appropriate, the Chair of the Committee will encourage the grouping of resolutions under six thematic headings in the context of the recommendations of the CAJP mandate classification process: (a) Support for member states; (b) Strengthening the inter-American human rights system; (c) Instruments, mechanisms, and inter-American programs under the jurisdiction of the CAJP; (d) Organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS whose annual reports are considered by the CAJP; (e) Promotion of international law; (f) Promotion and protection of human rights.
7. That each theme-based draft resolution be divided into subtopics, using as a guide those identified in the mandate classification process.  That the subtopics and their corresponding preambular and operative paragraphs be organized in the order in which the delegations submit them. That each of the draft resolutions grouped by theme contain, in addition to preambular and operative paragraphs of a general nature, wherever possible, one preambular paragraph and up to three operative paragraphs for each of the subtopics referred to in subparagraph 6 above.

8. That all the draft resolutions be succinct, with clear objectives and specific mandates and outputs and/or outcomes.

9. That the texts be made as concise as possible.
10. Minimize the number of paragraphs in resolutions whose sole purpose is to renew mandates.
11. Adopt standard formats for operative paragraphs requesting the presentation of reports.

12. To begin and end meetings punctually, as scheduled.

13. Submit to the Secretariat in writing any changes proposed during the course of negotiations.

14. In the case of existing subtopics or of subtopics on which resolutions already exist, the Chair has suggested that, where possible, only those parts of the text that are new or where different language is proposed be negotiated and that the states making proposals highlight new text in bold to enable delegations to make a quick comparison between the texts. For the same reason, deleted passages should be shown in strikeout.
15. Likewise, the Chair urges delegations to focus more on substance than on style during the deliberations. 
16. That delegations consider incorporating “termination clauses” in draft resolutions in order to address mandates that are not ongoing, that provide for a term or period for fulfillment, and that it is not necessary to keep reiterating.
17. In line with the “Agreement of the Permanent Council on the Inclusion of Footnotes and Annexation of Documents” (CP/doc.4556/11), footnotes referring to any part of a draft resolution shall be limited to a maximum of two lines. For footnotes that exceed that length, the first two lines will begin on the corresponding page and the remainder of the note will continue at the end of the text of the draft resolution. Furthermore, no documents should be appended to draft resolutions unless they are documents to be submitted to the General Assembly for adoption or approval, such as conventions, charters, and statutes. Any references to documents in the text of draft resolutions should be made using the appropriate title and classification and other identifying information such as the name, place, and date of the meeting where the document was considered. 
18. In accordance with resolution CP/RES. 983 (1797/11), “Amendment of Resolution CP/RES. 965 (1733/09) on the Costing Process for Resolutions to Be Referred to the General Assembly for Consideration,” resolutions containing mandates with budgetary implications shall be sent to the Secretariat for Administration and Finance (SAF) for costing of said mandates.
19. It is recommended that the texts for each subtopic be drafted along the lines of the texts approved by the Style Committee of the General Assembly, which are available at the following link: 
http://www.oas.org/consejo/GENERAL%20ASSEMBLY/Resoluciones-Declaraciones.asp. 
Schedule for the consideration of draft resolutions
	April 23, 2015 
	· Suggested deadline for the presentation of individual resolutions and paragraphs for theme-based draft resolutions in the CAJP 

	May 14, 2015
	· Deadline for working groups to submit reports 


Dates on the CAJP schedule for the negotiation of draft resolutions

	April 23, 2015
	· Methodology for the presentation of draft CAJP resolutions

	April 30, 2015
	· Negotiation and approval of draft resolutions for the General Assembly (in the order of the Table listing the draft resolutions presented to the CAJP by the delegations)

	May 7, 2015
	· Negotiation and approval of draft resolutions for the General Assembly (in the order of the Table listing the draft resolutions presented to the CAJP by the delegations)

	May 14, 2015
	· Negotiation and approval of draft resolutions for the General Assembly (in the order of the Table listing the draft resolutions presented to the CAJP by the delegations)

	May 21, 2015
	· Negotiation and approval of draft resolutions for the General Assembly (in the order of the Table listing the draft resolutions presented to the CAJP by the delegations)

	May 28, 2015
	· Approval of draft resolutions for the General Assembly in the order of the Table listing the draft resolutions presented to the CAJP by the delegations)
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