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I.
INTRODUCTION

In keeping with Article 18 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) is to consider, inter alia, the Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights referred to in Article 91.f of the Charter of the Organization and then submit its report thereon to the Permanent Council, with the observations and recommendations of the member states and the corresponding draft resolution, all of which are to be placed before the General Assembly of the Organization in due course.


The CAJP, chaired by the Permanent Representative of Jamaica, Ambassador Stephen C. Vasciannie, met on May 7, 2015, to receive the presentation of the Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights to the General Assembly, document CP/doc.5110/15. Present on behalf of the IACHR were its President, Commission member Rose-Marie Belle Antoine; its Executive Secretary, Emilio Álvarez Icaza; its Assistant Executive Secretary, Elizabeth Abi-Mershed; the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression, Edison Lanza; and members of the IACHR Executive Secretariat staff.  Also in attendance were the delegations of Argentina, Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, the United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela.
II. REMARKS BY THE CAJP CHAIR, AMBASSADOR STEPHEN C. VASCIANNIE, PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF JAMAICA

The Chair of the CAJP greeted the distinguished member state representatives, the permanent observers, and the special guests from the IACHR, in particular its President, Commission member Rose-Marie Belle Antoine; its Executive Secretary, Emilio Álvarez Icaza; its Assistant Executive Secretary, Elizabeth Abi-Mershed; and the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression, Edison Lanza.
III. PRESENTATION BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE IACHR
The presentation to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs is available at the following link: CP/doc.5110/15.  The presentation noted that the report was approved as provided in Article 58 of the Rules of Procedure of the Commission, and that the IACHR's activities were directed by Commission member Rose-Marie Belle Antoine. 

IV. OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE MEMBER STATES ON THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS

During the meeting, the representatives of the Permanent Missions of Mexico, Chile, Paraguay, Argentina, Jamaica, Uruguay, the Dominican Republic, Peru, Venezuela, Nicaragua, Guatemala, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Colombia, Canada, and Panama offered observations and recommendations on the Annual Report of the IACHR, which are summarized below. 

· Annual Report 2014
· The member states thanked the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights for preparing and presenting the Annual Report for 2014.  They took note of the IACHR Rules of Procedure that took effect in August 2013.  Among other things, these Rules establish the requirements for issuing precautionary measures and shelving petitions.
· They recognized the Commission's efforts to fulfill its human rights protection mandates from the member states, especially in light of the budgetary constraints facing the Commission and its Executive Secretariat.

· They said the annual report reflects progress in human rights matters in the region and provides for the development of new strategies for promoting not only traditional rights but economic, social, and cultural rights as well. 
· They pointed to the IACHR's receptivity in considering the observations and recommendations presented by member states on the previous annual report. 

· They reaffirmed their interest in continuing to cooperate with the IACHR in both procedural and financial ways and reaffirmed their confidence in the Commission's work.

· They reaffirmed their commitment to the protection, promotion, and monitoring of human rights, both within their national systems and in the inter-American arena, adding that they place the utmost importance on their obligations.

· Some countries expressed concern over what they see as the politicization of the IACHR in terms of the information it includes in Chapter IV of its annual report. They reiterated that the chapter should be eliminated since it has lent itself to political maneuvering that casts doubt on the autonomy, independence, and legitimacy of the Commission's work.
· Some countries also expressed concern over the inclusion of information on Cuba when the Government of that country had not had a chance to present its points of view on the report and the report did not cover other worrisome human rights situations that had arisen in other countries. 
· They recommended that in its annual report the IACHR cover and recognize efforts taken by member states for the effective exercise and promotion of human rights.
· Universal adoption of the inter-American human rights system 
· They appealed for universal adoption of the inter-American human rights system through accession to, and ratification of, the inter-American human rights instruments, especially the American Convention on Human Rights, as a demonstration of commitment to providing all inhabitants of the Hemisphere with the same standards of protection.
· They said they had taken note of the main challenges, described by the IACHR in its report, concerning universal adoption of the system. 

· Friendly settlements
· They welcomed the value the IACHR attaches to the friendly settlement mechanism, encouraging the Commission to participate more actively in the negotiations and to supervise the agreements.

· They congratulated the Commission on the reforms and on strengthening the friendly settlement system, which they said surely contributes to more rapid resolution of petitions.

· Activities of the rapporteurships, country and thematic reports, and promotion
· They called attention to the on-site visits and academic activities of the rapporteurships, in particular the Rapporteurships on the Rights of Persons Deprived of Liberty, on the Rights of the Child, of the Rights of Women, on the Rights of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans, and Intersex Persons (LGBTI), and on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, as well as the important thematic reports published during the year.  They recognized the importance of these rapporteurships' dialogues with country officials. 

· They reaffirmed their concern over asymmetry among the rapporteurships' reports. Some states also expressed concern over the report of the Special Rapporteurship on Freedom of Expression. 

· They recommended that the IACHR perform its human rights monitoring on a regional basis, emphasizing that this work constitutes an early-warning mechanism for member states.
· Some countries voiced concern over the way the rapporteurships are funded and resources are allocated, noting that a revision to allow funding through the Regular Fund would lead to more impartial reports.

· Some countries said the IACHR report is biased and reflects a double standard by placing more importance on the protection of certain rights as opposed to others.  
· Funding of the IACHR
· They reaffirmed that it is essential to meet the IACHR's funding needs in a responsible way so as to strengthen the inter-American human rights system.

· They agreed that the IACHR should be funded through the Regular Fund and that this support should come from all member states. 

· Victims' access to the inter-American human rights system
· They said they had taken note, in the report, of the main challenges described by the IACHR as to the need for sufficient funds to ensure that victims have proper access to the inter-American human rights system.
· Promotion activities
· They thanked the IACHR for its achievements in promoting human rights in the region, including meetings held away from headquarters, on-site visits, dissemination of information, cooperation activities and the conclusion of agreements with other bodies, academic activities, workshops, and seminars to train workers whose efforts have an impact on the human rights of the countries' inhabitants, etc.

· They reiterated their invitation to the Commission members and President to conduct on-site visits to their countries as a decisive gesture of support for the defense and promotion of human rights throughout the region.  Some delegations, however, said the monitoring of human rights should not be conditioned on the on-site visits.
· They recognized the Commission's promotion work in terms of thematic reports, but recommended deeper study of the scope of economic, social, and cultural rights.
· They congratulated the IACHR on the successful completion of its 154th period of sessions and expressed appreciation for the hearings on specific themes.
· Strengthening the inter-American human rights system
· They expressed gratitude for the efforts and important contributions of civil society organizations and other actors or users of the system toward the success of this process.
· They reaffirmed their political commitment to strengthening the system.
· They emphasized the value of universal adoption of the system as one of the essential ways of strengthening it, welcoming the priority the IACHR is attaching to this matter so as to increase the number of states ratifying the inter-American instruments for the promotion and protection of human rights, reflected in the report “Thoughts on the Ratification of the American Convention and Other Inter-American Human Rights Treaties.”  
V. OBSERVATIONS SUBMITTED BY MEMBER STATES:
During the CAJP meeting of May 7, 2015, at which the IACHR's annual report for 2014 was considered, the Chair requested that delegations submit their observations in writing to the Secretariat, as is customary, so they might be included in this report.

VI. LINK TO VIDEO OF WEBCAST TRANSMISSION
May 07, 2015 - ICHR Annual Report presentation to CAJP
VII.
LINK TO AUDIO OF CAJP MEETING OF MAY 7, 2015

CP_CAJP_3307_05-07-2015.MP3
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�.	The written observations and recommendations received from states are attached as a part of this report.
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