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I.
INTRODUCTION


In keeping with Article 18 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) is to consider, inter alia, the Annual Report of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights referred to in Article 91.f of the Charter of the Organization and later submit to the Permanent Council the report of that Committee with the observations and recommendations of the member states thereon, together with the corresponding draft resolution, all of which are to be placed before the General Assembly of the Organization in due course.


The CAJP, chaired by the Permanent Representative of Jamaica, Ambassador Stephen C. Vasciannie, met on March 26, 2015, to receive the presentation of the Annual Report of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights to the General Assembly, document CP/doc.5101/15. Present on behalf of the Court were its President, Judge Humberto Antonio Sierra Porto; its Vice President, Judge Roberto de Figueredo Caldas; and its Secretary, Dr. Pablo Saavedra Alessandri.  Also in attendance were the delegations of Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, the United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela.

II. REMARKS BY THE CAJP CHAIR, AMBASSADOR STEPHEN C. VASCIANNIE, PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF JAMAICA


The Chair of the CAJP greeted the distinguished member state representatives, permanent observers, and special guests and warmly welcomed the President of the Court, Judge Humberto Antonio Sierra Porto; the Vice President of the Court, Judge Roberto de Figueredo Caldas; and its Secretary, Doctor Pablo Saavedra Alessandri.
III. PRESENTATION OF THE REPORT BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE COURT
The President of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights gave a brief account of the Court's activities during 2014 and shared some thoughts on the outlook for the Court's development as a human rights tribunal with jurisdiction over 20 states, encompassing over 500 million people.  He also reported on the challenges facing the Court as it strives to perform its mandated functions.

IV. OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF MEMBER STATES ON THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COURT OF HUMAN RIGHTS 
During the meeting, representatives of the Permanent Missions of Paraguay, Brazil, Peru, Argentina, Costa Rica, Colombia, Chile, Guatemala, Mexico, Ecuador, Uruguay, Honduras, and Panama offered observations and recommendations on the Annual Report of the Court, which are summarized below. 

· Annual Report 2014:

· They expressed gratitude for the preparation and presentation of the Annual Report of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights to the General Assembly at its forty-fifth regular session, calling it highly professional and impartial and illustrative of the Court's positive impact in the region.
· They recognized the professionalism, high technical standards, and devotion to justice with which the collegiate body and its Secretariat fulfill the Court's mandates despite its limited operating budget.
· They called the 2014 report quite positive and encouraged the Court to continue that level of performance in 2015. 

· Periods of sessions:

· They expressed gratitude for what they called an important initiative by the Court to hold periods of sessions away from headquarters at the invitation of member states.  They said the initiative will promote closer ties with the governments and peoples of the Hemisphere through various activities, such as academic events and seminars on the inter-American human rights system, promoting and publicizing the Court's work among the countries' justice workers and inhabitants, and holding meetings with national institutions and the highest government officials, etc.
· Contentious cases:

· They recognized the valuable contribution made by the Court, through its jurisdictional function, to defending and promoting human rights in the Hemisphere.
· They noted the 24-month case processing time as evidence of the Court's maximum efficiency in using financial and human resources.

· Modernization of the Court's administration:
· They expressed gratitude for the Court's continual introduction of new technologies and the modernization of its administration, in particular by instituting joint hearings, which allow more efficient use of resources by the Court, petitioners, and the state.
· They congratulated the Court on its ability to renew itself and adapt to present needs.
· They pointed to the Court's essential role in implementing the Latin American public defender mechanism and the Victim's Legal Assistance Fund.
· Decisions: 

· They renewed their commitment to abide by the decisions issued by the Court as the only jurisdictional, nonpolitical organ of the inter-American human rights system. 
· They said compliance with the Court's rulings is essential to the improvement and universal adoption of the inter-American human rights system.
· Jurisprudence:

· They recognized the progress made by the Court in its 2014 human rights jurisprudence, especially in terms of new precedents in nontraditional cases.
· They noted the importance of the Court's growing body of jurisprudence and reaffirmed the influence of that jurisprudence in strengthening national justice systems and harmonizing the justice systems of member states.
· They stressed the importance of the Portuguese translation of the pertinent Court jurisprudence in publicizing standards for protection of the rights set forth in the American Convention on Human Rights and other instruments.

· They pointed to the Court's advisory opinions, especially OC-21/14 of August 19, 2014, entitled “Rights and Guarantees of Children in the Context of Migration and/or in Need of International Protection.”
· Promotion activities
· They expressed gratitude for the Court's activities to promote human rights in the region, including the holding of periods of sessions away from headquarters, on-site visits, dialogue with the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), webcasts of hearings, the conclusion of agreements and cooperation activities with national governments and other entities, academic activities, forums, meetings with local courts and tribunals, sharing of best practices with other international tribunals from Europe and Africa, etc.

· Universal adoption of the inter-American human rights system and recognition of the contentious jurisdiction of the Court
· Several countries reaffirmed that universal adoption of the system and acceptance of the contentious jurisdiction of the Court are among the principal challenges of OAS member states in terms of human rights.  They urged states that have not yet signed any of the international mechanisms to do so to give all citizens of the Hemisphere the same standard of protection.
· They emphasized the importance of cooperation between the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and other regional tribunals.
· Funding of the Court:

· Some countries reaffirmed that, along with universal adoption, acceptance of the Court's contentious jurisdiction, and compliance with its decisions, the matter of fully funding the Court reflects the true commitment of member states to the Court and the inter-American human rights system.

· They reaffirmed the importance of improving the Court's operational funding, it being the region's most important court of justice.
· They expressed gratitude for what they called the valuable contributions of several member states, permanent observers, and other bodies, while making clear that those individual commitments are not sufficient, nor do they constitute the ideal solution to properly funding the Court. 
· Access of victims to the Court:
· As for the Victim's Legal Assistance Fund, they said it was important that governments reimburse funds spent by victims in their countries.

· They recognized the important reparatory effect of the Court's decisions in achieving reconciliation between the state and citizens. 

· They noted how the inter-American public defender mechanism facilitates low-income victims' access to the system, which constitutes a guarantee of respect for due process.
· The Inter-American Court of Human Rights and the judicial systems of member states
· They called the Court's role in strengthening national justice systems essential and said that, in some countries, the judgments and decisions of the Court have constitutional or even higher rank.
· They said it was important to monitor consistency with the Convention when building dialogue between the Court and national judiciaries. 
· Other
· They stressed the importance of geographic representation and gender diversity in the composition of the Court.
· Closing remarks by the President of the Court 

· Judge Sierra Porto thanked the delegations who spoke for their constructive statements.  
· He said the Court is mindful of the shared interest in resolving cases within a reasonable time period.
· He thanked states for their efforts to address the Court's financial needs.
· He recalled the need to create new mechanisms to keep the Court's work going and lend it greater continuity so that it may increase the scope of its sessions. 

· He noted the three important areas of the Court's work:  deciding contentions cases, preparing advisory opinions, and preparing provisional measures.  He said the Court is an objective tribunal that operates under juridical criteria and the application of international law, but it is aware of the political impact of its decisions in member states.
· He stressed the standing of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights to present nontraditional cases.

· He pointed to the states' full compliance with the measures taken by the Court.
· He seconded the delegations' comments on the Court's important jurisprudential advances on various human rights matters in 2014.
V. OBSERVATIONS OF MEMBER STATES
During the CAJP meeting of March 26, at which the Annual Report of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights for 2014 was considered, the Chair requested that delegations submit their observations in writing to the Secretariat, as is customary, so they might be included in this report.

VI. LINK TO VIDEO OF WEBCAST TRANSMISSION OF MARCH 26, 2015
(Pending)
VII. LINK TO AUDIO TRANSMISSION OF CAJP MEETING OF MARCH 26, 2015
http://scm.oas.org/Audios/2015/CP_CAJP_3299_03-26-2015.MP3 

*Consideration of the Annual Report of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights - - beginning at minute marker 1:48 in this recording. 
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