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I. INTRODUCTION

In keeping with its work plan for the 2014-2015 term (CP/CAJP-3268/14), the CAJP was charged with considering the resolution “Annual Reports of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, Inter-American Juridical Committee, and Justice Studies Center of the Americas” [AG/RES. 2849 (XLIV-O/14)] and the resolution “Promotion of International Law” [AG/RES. 2852 (XLIV-O/14)].  Accordingly, in coordination with the JSCA Secretariat, the Chair of the CAJP set April 30, 2015, as the date for presentation of the JSCA Annual Report. 

Ambassador Stephen C. Vasciannie, Chair of the Committee and Permanent Representative of Jamaica, led the meeting of April 30, 2014, at which the Committee received the presentation of the Annual Report of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas by its Executive Director, Mr. Jaime Arellano.  In attendance were the delegations of Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominica, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Trinidad and Tobago, the United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela.
II. REMARKS BY THE CHAIR OF THE CAJP, AMBASSADOR STEPHEN C. VASCIANNIE, Permanent Representative OF JAMAICA 

The Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs welcomed the member state representatives and Mr. Jaime Arellano, Executive Director of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas. 

III. PRESENTATION OF THE report by Mr. Jaime Arellano, Executive Director of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas
In his presentation of the Annual Report of the JSCA for 2014, the Executive Director of the Center commented on its main objectives and on its technical support to various member states. Specifically, he referred to supporting reform processes; strengthening justice information and administration systems; other important activities of the JSCA; budgetary considerations; and 2015 activities.
IV. OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF MEMBER STATES ON THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE JUSTICE STUDIES CENTER OF THE AMERICAS (JSCA)

At the meeting, representatives of the Permanent Missions of Chile, El Salvador, Honduras, Guatemala, Bolivia, Canada, Mexico, Colombia, and Uruguay offered observations and recommendations on the Annual Report of the JSCA, which are summarized below. 

· Annual Report 2014
· The expressed appreciation for the preparation and presentation of the Annual Report of the JSCA.
· They congratulated the JSCA on its achievements during the reporting period and reaffirmed their support for the Center and the new projects it has planned.
· They pointed to the able management of the Executive Director, Mr. Jaime Arellano Quintana.
· Main topics entrusted to the JSCA
· They noted the Center's full cooperation with and commitment to the juridical and political system of the Americas. 
· They emphasized the benefits of the JSCA's work in strengthening domestic legal systems and incorporating the American Convention on Human Rights in the member states.

· They recognized the JSCA's work in studying access to justice for vulnerable persons, the right of defense, and preventive detention.
· They recommended studying alternative justice mechanisms and delving into civil and commercial aspects of the law.

· Introduction of new technologies in its training activities
· They congratulated the JSCA on its initiative in constantly adopting new technologies in its training activities and in connecting with social networks, which broadens its coverage.
· They noted the great scope and positive results of the courses, workshops, seminars, certificate studies, and training visits offered by the JSCA.

· Promotion of the JSCA's work
· They congratulated the Center on its research on the adoption of the adversarial criminal justice system in the Hemisphere--soon to be published.
· They pointed to the JSCA's excellent educational work, which they hope will continue despite economic constraints.
· They noted the Center's cooperation agreements and strategic alliances. 

· Funding of the JSCA's activities
· They thanked Chile and Mexico for their financial support, and Canada for its contribution, which will allow various international democracy-building assistance projects to be funded over the coming seven years. 

· Some countries pledged to speak with their national authorities to request increased financial contributions.
· Closing message of the Executive Secretary of the JSCA
· On behalf of the JSCA, he thanked the delegations for their comments.
· He underscored and expressed gratitude for the intense efforts of all the JSCA permanent staff and all its collaborators.
· He mentioned the possibility of cooperation agreements between the countries and the JSCA. 

V. LINK TO AUDIO RECORDING OF THE MEETING 
Link to audio of CAJP meeting of April 30, 2015:

CP_CAJP_3306_04-30-2015.mp3
* Consideration of the Annual Report of the JSCA - - beginning at minute marker 2:13 in this recording.
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