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I. INSTALLATION AND OFFICERS


For the 2016-2017 period, the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) was installed by the Permanent Council on June 13, 2016, and, as stipulated by Article 28 of its Rules of Procedure, on August 31, 2016, it elected Ambassador Jennifer May Loten, Permanent Representative of Canada to the Organization of American States (OAS), to serve as Chair of the Committee.


Subsequently, at the meeting held on September 15, 2016, the Committee elected the following Vice Chairs:

· Ambassador Juan José Arcuri, Permanent Representative of Argentina to the OAS

· Ambassador Carlos Alberto Calles Castillo, Permanent Representative of El Salvador to the OAS

· Ambassador Jean-Victor Harvel Jean-Baptiste, Permanent Representative of Haiti to the OAS

II. MANDATES

Under Articles 17 and 18 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the CAJP’s functions are:

1. To study the juridical and political topics entrusted to it by the Permanent Council. 

2. To examine the reports of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights referred to in Article 91.f of the Charter. Likewise, to submit those reports, with observations, recommendations, and accompanying draft resolutions, to the Permanent Council.

Furthermore, pursuant to Article 30 of its Rules of Procedure, at its regular meeting of August 31, 2016, the Permanent Council approved the distribution of mandates included in the document “Distribution of Mandates Assigned by the Forty-sixth Regular Session of the General Assembly and other Previous Sessions,” CP/doc.5236/16 rev. 2, and instructed the CAJP, over the 2016-2017 period, to follow up on the mandates contained in: 

1.
AG/DEC. 89 (XLVI-O/16)
Declaration: Extension of the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities and Consolidation of the Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities (2016-2026)

2.
AG/RES. 2885 (XLVI-O/16)
Inter-American Program on Access to Public Information

3.
AG/RES. 2886 (XLVI-O/16)
International Law (except section v-1)

4.
AG/RES. 2887 (XLVI-O/16)
Promotion and Protection of Human Rights (except sections xiv-2, xx, xxi, and xxii)

5.
AG/RES. 2888 (XLVI-O/16)
American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples

6.
AG/RES. 2891 (XLVI-O/16)
Plan of Action for the Decade for Persons of African Descent in the Americas (2016-2025)

7.
AG/RES. 2894 (XLVI-O/16)
Strengthening Democracy (except sections i-3, ii, and v-4)

8.
Observations and recommendations on the annual reports of the following organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization (Article 91.f of the OAS Charter): 

a. Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI)

b.
Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR)

c.
Inter-American Court of Human Rights 

d. 
Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA)


In addition, at its meetings of August 31 and September 21, 2016, respectively, the Permanent Council instructed the Committee to examine the requests presented by the governments of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh and the Republic of Moldova for them to be granted the status of Permanent Observers to the Organization of American States.

III. RECOMMENDATIONS


In order to facilitate the Committee’s work in 2016-2017, the Chair proposes the adoption of the following organizational tools as component parts of the Work Plan:

· Annex I: Topics from the omnibus resolutions to be considered by the CAJP 
· Annex II: Calendar of meetings of the CAJP for 2016-2017 


This Work Plan is intended as a general outline for the work of the CAJP over the 2016-2017 period. It is a flexible document, which will be amended to include any changes that the Committee approves or that are needed to update the work plan once mandates have been met or specific proposals are put forward for addressing important matters that could not have been predicted and which, because of their eminently legal or political nature, cannot be sidestepped.



The Chair will be pleased to receive suggestions from the member states and offers her thanks in advance for the delegations’ support in discharging the duties assigned to the Committee by both the General Assembly and the Permanent Council.

Ambassador Jennifer May Loten

Permanent Representative of Canada

Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs

ANNEX I
TOPICS FROM THE OMNIBUS RESOLUTIONS TO BE CONSIDERED BY THE 
COMMITTEE ON JURIDICAL AND POLITICAL AFFAIRS (CAJP)
(2016-2017)
	AG/RES. 2886 (XLVI-O/16)

INTERNATIONAL LAW



	TOPICS

	i.
Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law

ii.
Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI) 

iii.
Protection of Cultural Heritage Assets

iv.
Promotion of and Respect for International Humanitarian Law

v.
Free Trade and Investment in the Hemisphere


	AG/RES. 2887 (XLVI-O/16)

PROMOTION AND PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS 


	TOPICS



	i.
Recognition and Promotion of the Rights of People of African Descent in the Americas

ii.
Promotion and Protection of Human Rights in Business

iii.
Conscious and Effective Regulation of Business in the Area of Human Rights

iv.
Protection of Asylum Seekers and Refugees in the Americas

v.
Prevention and Reduction of Statelessness and Protection of Stateless Persons in the Americas

vi.
Internally Displaced Persons

vii.
International Migration and Protection of the Rights of Migrants

viii.
Strengthening the Follow-up Mechanism for Implementation of the Protocol of San Salvador

ix.
Toward Autonomous Official Public Defenders as a Safeguard for Integrity and Personal Liberty

x.
Protecting Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms while Countering Terrorism

xi.
Persons Who Have Disappeared and Members of Their Families

xii.
Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights

xiii.
Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights

xiv.
Gender Equity and Geographic Representation and Legal Systems Representation in the Inter-American Court and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights 

xv.
Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman, and Degrading Treatment or Punishment

xvi.
Follow-up to the Inter-American Program for Universal Civil Registry and the “Right to Identity”
xvii.
Support for the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities (CEDDIS) and its Technical Secretariat 

xviii.
Protecting the Human Rights of Older Persons

xix.
Human Rights, Sexual Orientation, and Gender Identity and Expression

xx.
Rights of the Child

xxi.
Strengthening the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) for the Promotion of Gender Equity and Equality, Women’s Human Rights, and Ending Discrimination and All Forms of Violence 

xxii.
Strengthening the Mechanism to Follow up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women (MESECVI)




	AG/RES. 2894 (XLVI-O/16)
STRENGTHENING DEMOCRACY


	TOPICS

	i.
Follow-up on the Inter-American Democratic Charter

ii.
Rights of the Child

iii.
Meeting of Ministers of Justice or Other Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas

iv.
Follow-up on the Inter-American Convention against Corruption and on the Inter-American Program for Cooperation in the Fight against Corruption

v.
Technical Cooperation and Electoral Observation Missions

vi.
Access to Public Information and Protection of Personal Data

vii.
Strengthening of the Activities of the Inter-American Judicial Facilitators Program

viii.
Effective Public Management Strengthening and Innovation Initiative in the Americas

ix.
Recognizing the Inter-American Network on Government Procurement (INGP) as a mechanism of the Inter-American System

x.
Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas

xi.
Inclusive Dialogue for Effectively Dealing with Social Conflicts in Investments for Integral Development




ANNEX II
CALENDAR OF MEETINGS OF THE 
COMMITTEE ON JURIDICAL AND POLITICAL AFFAIRS (CAJP)
(Second half of 2016 and first half of 2017)
	OCTOBER 2016



	October 20, 2016

2:30 p.m.

Simón Bolívar Room


	1. Presentation of the CAJP’s draft Work Plan for 2016-2017 

2. Consideration of the requests made by the Governments of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh and the Republic of Moldova for them to be granted the status of Permanent Observers to the Organization of American States. 



	November 3, 2016

2:30 p.m.

Simón Bolívar Room
	1. Consideration and adoption of the CAJP’s draft Work Plan for 2016-2017 

2. Consideration of drafts resolution regarding requests made by the Governments of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh and the Republic of Moldova for them to be granted the status of Permanent Observers to the Organization of American States. 

3. Follow-up on topics from resolution AG/RES. 2894 (XLVI-O/16), “Strengthening Democracy” 

· vii.    Judicial facilitators

· Presentation by Pedro Vuskovic, Coordinator, Inter-American Program of Judicial Facilitators.



	DECEMBER 2016



	December 1, 2016

2:30 p.m.

Simón Bolívar Room


	1. Follow-up on topics from resolution AG/RES. 2894 (XLVI-O/16), “Strengthening Democracy”:
· Follow-up report: Secretariat for Strengthening Democracy (topics: i. Inter-American Democratic Charter, v. Electoral cooperation and observation)

2. Follow-up on mandates from resolution  AG/RES. 2886, (XLVI-O/16), “International Law”: 

•
Presentation of “Project Model Law on Simplified Joint-Stock Companies” [CJI/RES. 188 (LXXX-O/12)]

3. Follow-up on topics from resolution AG/RES. 2886 (XLVI-O/16), “International Law”: 
· iv. International humanitarian law

· Presentation by the International Committee of the Red Cross of their report on the implementation of International Humanitarian Law. 



	December 8, 2016

2:30 p.m.

Simón Bolívar Room


	1. Follow-up on topics from resolution AG/RES. 2887 (XLVI-O/16), “Promotion and Protection of Human Rights”:

· xvi. Follow-up to the Inter-American Program for Universal Civil Registry and the “Right to Identity” 

·     Presentation on First Meeting of Ministers and National Authorities of the Americas on the Right to Identity

· xx.     Rights of the Child 

2. General follow-up of AG/DEC. 89 (XLVI-O/16) “Declaration Extension of the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities and Consolidation of the Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities (2016-2026)”: 
· Follow-up report: Secretariat for Access to Rights and Equity


	December 15, 2016

2:30 p.m.

Simón Bolívar Room
	1. Preparations for the special event on resolution AG/RES. 2887 (XLVI-O/16), “Promotion and Protection of Human Rights” (topic ix): Toward Autonomous Official Public Defenders as a Safeguard for Integrity and Personal Liberty 

· Draft agenda

2.
Follow-up on mandates from resolution  AG/RES. 2886 (XLVI-O/16), “International Law”: 

· Presentation of report “Privacy and Personal Data Protection” (CJI/doc.474/15 rev. 2).

· Presentation of report “Migration in Bilateral Relations” (CJI/doc.461/14 rev. 3)

3. Follow-up on topics from resolution AG/RES. 2887 (XLVI-O/16), “Promotion and Protection of Human Rights”: 

· xviii. Protecting the Human Rights of Older Persons 



	JANUARY 2017



	January 26, 2017

2:30 p.m.

Simón Bolívar Room


	1. Proposed methodology for the presentation and negotiation of drafts omnibus resolution within the CAJP to be submitted to the regular session of the General Assembly
2. Follow-up on topics from resolution AG/RES. 2887 (XLVI-O/16), “Promotion and Protection of Human Rights”:

· xv. Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman, and  Degrading Treatment or Punishment

3. Follow-up on topics from resolution AG/RES. 2894 (XLVI-O/16), “Strengthening Democracy”:
· Inclusive Dialogue for Effectively Dealing with Social Conflicts in Investments for Integral Development
4.
Follow-up on mandates from resolution  AG/RES. 2886 (XLVI-O/16), “International Law”: 

· “Corporate Social Responsibility in the Area of Human Rights and the Environment in the Americas” [CJI/RES. 205 (LXXXIV-O/14)] 



	FEBRUARY 2017



	February 2, 2017

2:30 p.m.

Simón Bolívar Room


	Follow-up on topics from resolution AG/RES. 2887 (XLVI-O/16), “Promotion and Protection of Human Rights”: 

· xix.  Human Rights, Sexual Orientation, and Gender Identity and Expression
· xi.    Persons Who Have Disappeared and Members of Their Families


	February 9, 2017

2:30 p.m.

Simón Bolívar Room


	1. General follow-up of resolution AG/RES. 2891 (XLVI-O/16), “Plan of Action for the Decade for People of African Descent in the Americas (2016-2025)”
2. Follow-up on topics from resolution AG/RES. 2887 (XLVI-O/16), “Promotion and Protection of Human Rights”:

· i.  Recognition and Promotion of the Rights of People of African Descent in the Americas.


	February 16, 2017

2:30 p.m.

Simón Bolívar Room


	1. Consideration and approval of the methodology for the presentation and negotiation of drafts omnibus resolution within the CAJP to be submitted to the regular session of the General Assembly. 

2. Follow-up on topics from resolution AG/RES. 2887 (XLVI-O/16), “Promotion and Protection of Human Rights”:
· iv.  Protection of Asylum Seekers and Refugees in the Americas

· v.  Prevention and Reduction of Statelessness and Protection of Stateless Persons in the Americas 

· vi.    Internally Displaced Persons 

· vii.   International Migration and Protection of the Rights of Migrants 



	MARCH 2017



	March 2, 2017

2:30 p.m.

Simón Bolívar Room


	1. Follow-up on mandates from resolution AG/RES. 2885 (XLVI-O/16), “Inter-American Program on Access to Public Information”:

· Presentation by the Department of International Law

2. Follow-up on mandates from resolution  AG/RES. 2886, (XLVI-O/16), “International Law”: 

· Presentation and consideration of “Project of Model Law on Simplified Joint-Stock Companies” [CJI/RES. 188 (LXXX-O/12)]
3. General follow-up of resolution AG/RES. 2888 (XLVI-O/16), “American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples”



	March 9, 2017

10:00 a.m.

Simón Bolívar Room


	Follow-up on topics from resolution AG/RES. 2887 (XLVI-O/16), “Promotion and Protection of Human Rights”:

· xxi. Promotion of Gender Equity and Equality, Women’s Human Rights, and Ending Discrimination and All Forms of Violence 


	March 16, 2017

2:30 p.m.

Simón Bolívar Room


	Fifth special meeting in the OAS Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs on ways to prevent torture and other cruel and degrading treatment and punishment being pursued by public defense agencies.

	March 30, 2017

2:30 p.m.

Simón Bolívar Room


	1. Follow-up on topics from resolution AG/RES. 2894 (XLVI-O/16), “Strengthening Democracy”:

· Follow-up report: Secretariat for Legal Affairs (topics: iii. REMJA and iv. MESICIC)

2. Follow-up on topics from resolution AG/RES. 2887 (XLVI-O/16), “Promotion and Protection of Human Rights”:

· ii. Promotion and Protection of Human Rights in Business

· Presentation by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR)

· x. Protecting Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms while Countering Terrorism

3. Follow-up on topics from resolution AG/RES. 2894 (XLVI-O/16), “Strengthening Democracy”:

· Follow-up report: Secretariat for Hemispheric Affairs (topics: viii. Public management, and ix. Inter-American Network on Government Procurement)



	MARCH 31: Deadline for the presentation of topics
 for the draft omnibus resolutions


	APRIL 2017



	April 6, 2017

2:30 p.m.

Simón Bolívar Room


	1. Follow-up on topics from resolution AG/RES. 2887 (XLVI-O/16), “Promotion and Protection of Human Rights”: 

· viii. Strengthening the Follow-up Mechanism for Implementation of the Protocol of San Salvador

2.
Follow-up on mandates from resolution AG/RES. 2886 (XLVI-O/16), “International Law”: 

· “Guide for the Protection of Stateless Persons” (CJI/doc.488/15 rev. 1)
3. Presentation of the Annual Report of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA)

4. Negotiation and approval of drafts resolution for the General Assembly


	April 20, 2017

2:30 p.m.

Simón Bolívar Room


	1. Presentation of the Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI)

2.  Follow-up on mandates from resolution AG/RES. 2886, (XLVI-O/16), “International Law”: 

· Follow-up report: Secretariat for Legal Affairs (topics: i. International law)
3.  Negotiation and approval of drafts resolution for the General Assembly



	
April 27, 2017

2:30 p.m.

Simón Bolívar Room


	1. Commemoration of 20th anniversary of the Special Rapporteurship for Freedom of Expression. 

2. Presentation of the Annual Report of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights
3. Presentation of the Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights

4. Negotiation and approval of drafts resolution for the General Assembly

	MAY 2017



	May 4, 2017

2:30 p.m.

Simón Bolívar Room
	Negotiation and approval of drafts resolution for the General Assembly




	May 11, 2017

2:30 p.m.

Simón Bolívar Room


	Negotiation and approval of drafts resolution for the General Assembly



	May 18, 2017

2:30 p.m.

Simón Bolívar Room
	1. Approval of drafts resolution for the General Assembly 

2. Consideration of CAJP’s report to the Permanent Council


	May 25, 2017

2:30 p.m.

Simón Bolívar Room
	1. Approval of drafts resolution for the General Assembly 

2. Adoption of CAJP’s report to the Permanent Council
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