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I. INSTALLATION AND OFFICERS


For the period in question, the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) was installed by the Permanent Council on July 26, 2017; and, in accordance with Article 28 of its Rules of Procedure, the Permanent Council elected Ambassador Hugo Cayrús Maurin, Permanent Representative of Uruguay to the OAS, as Chair of the CAJP during its August 16, 2017 meeting.


For its part, at its meeting held on September 21, 2017, the Committee elected as Vice Chairs Ambassador Jennifer May Loten, Permanent Representative of Canada, Ambassador Selwin Charles Hart, Permanent Representative of Barbados, and Ambassador Alberto Calles Castillo, Permanent Representative of El Salvador.

II. MANDATES

Pursuant to Articles 17 and 18 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the CAJP has the following duties:

1. Study topics related to juridical and political affairs entrusted to it by the Permanent Council. 

2. Consider the reports of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights referred to in Article 91(f) of the Charter. It shall also submit their reports, with observations, recommendations, and accompanying draft resolutions to the Permanent Council.

Furthermore, in keeping with Article 30 of its Rules of Procedure, during its August 16, 2017 meeting, the Permanent council adopted the “Distribution of mandates assigned by the General Assembly at its forty-seventh regular session and previous sessions,” document CP/doc. 5341/17 rev. 2, and instructed the CAJP to follow up on the mandates contained in the following resolutions during the 2017-2018 period: 

1. AG/RES. 2905 (XLVII-O/17) 
Strengthening Democracy (except sections i and xii and operative paragraph 4 in section ii)

2. AG/RES. 2906 (XLVII-O/17)
Model Law on the Simplified Corporation 

3. AG/RES. 2908 (XLVII-O/17)
Promotion and Protection of Human Rights (except sections xvi, xvii, xviii, and xix, and operative paragraph 2 in section xv)

4. AG/RES. 2909 (XLVII-O/17)
International Law

5. AG/RES. 2913 (XLVII-O/17)
Plan of Action on the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (2017-2021)

6. Observations and recommendations on the annual reports of the following organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization (Article 91(f) of the OAS Charter): 

a.
Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI)

b.
Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR)

c.
Inter-American Court of Human Rights

d.
Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA)

III. RECOMMENDATIONS


In order to facilitate the Committee’s work during the 2017-2018 period, the Chair is hereby proposing the following management tools as integral parts of the Work Plan:

· Appendix I: Topics and Mandates from the Omnibus Resolutions to be considered by the CAJP.

· Appendix II: Proposed Schedule of CAJP Meetings for 2017-2018.

This draft Work Plan should serve as a general framework for the work of the CAJP during the 2017-2018 period. It is a flexible document to which any changes made by the Committee itself or that are necessary for its updating will be added as assigned mandates are fulfilled or as specific proposals arise to attend to important matters that could not have been anticipated but that must be addressed because of their eminently legal and/or political nature.


The Chair would appreciate suggestions from the member states and thanks the delegations in advance for their support in discharging the responsibilities assigned to the Committee by the General Assembly and the Permanent Council.

Ambassador Hugo Cayrús Maurin

Permanent Representative of Uruguay

Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs

APPENDIX I
TOPICS AND MANDATES FROM THE OMNIBUS RESOLUTIONS TO BE CONSIDERED BY THE 

COMMITTEE ON JURIDICAL AND POLITICAL AFFAIRS
DURING THE 2017-2018 PERIOD

	AG/RES. 2905 (XLVII-O/17) “Strengthening Democracy”

	Topic
	CAJP Mandate

	1. Technical Cooperation and Electoral Observation Missions
	

	2. Inclusive Dialogue for Effectively Dealing with Social Conflicts in Investments for Integral Development
	

	3. Mission to Support the Fight against Corruption and Impunity in Honduras (MACCIH)
	

	4. Follow-up on the Inter-American Convention against Corruption and on the Inter-American Program of Cooperation to Fight Corruption
	

	5. Meeting of Ministers of Justice or Other Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA)
	

	6. Strengthening of the activities of the Inter-American Program of Judicial Facilitators
	

	7. Effective Public Management Strengthening and Innovation in the Americas
	

	8. Access to public information and protection of personal data
	Section ix, operative paragraph 2: “To request member states, in the framework of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, to report annually and voluntarily on their progress and exchange best practices in implementing the Inter-American Program on Access to Public Information.”

	9. Support for the Inter-American Network on Government Procurement (INGP) as a mechanism of the inter-American system
	

	10. Digital government
	

	11. Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA).
	


	AG/RES. 2908 (XLVII-O/17) “Promotion and Protection of Human Rights”

	Topic
	CAJP Mandate

	1. Human rights defenders 
	

	2. Right to freedom of thought and expression and the safety of journalists and media workers
	

	3. Prevention and reduction of statelessness and protection of stateless persons in the Americas
	

	4. Protection of refugees and asylum-seekers in the Americas
	

	5. Strengthening the Follow-up Mechanism for Implementation of the Protocol of San Salvador
	Section v, operative paragraph 3: “To update the document “Appendix – Composition and Functioning of the Working Group to Examine the National Reports Envisioned in the Protocol of San Salvador,” which was adopted by means of resolution AG/RES. 2262 (XXXVII-O/07), in order to ensure an ordered process that will guarantee the good functioning of the Working Group. This update shall be conducted on the basis of the alternatives assessed by the Working Group at the meeting held in the city of Buenos Aires, Argentina, in May 2017, as regards the composition, designation, and rotation of the members of the Working Group and the length of their terms of office. The document shall be updated by the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs for adoption by the Permanent Council during the second half of 2017.”

	6. Autonomous official public defenders as a guarantee of access to justice for vulnerable groups
	Section II, operative paragraph 2: “[…] Hold the sixth special meeting of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs of the Organization of American States on best practices for full implementation of the Brasilia Rules for Access to Justice for Vulnerable Persons, pursued by each public defense institution of the region, in the first quarter of 2018…”

	7. Follow-up to the Inter-American Program for Universal Civil Registry and the “Right to Identity”
	

	8. Rights of Persons Deprived of Liberty
	

	9. Promotion and protection of human rights in business
	Section II, operative paragraph 2: “[…] To request that the Permanent Council, through the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP), hold a special meeting on the topic of “human rights and business,” no later than the first quarter of 2018…” 

	10. Support for the Committee for the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities and Follow-up to the Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities
	

	11. Plan of Action for the Decade for Persons of African Descent in the Americas (2016-2025)
	Section V of the Plan of Action: “…The General Secretariat will every two years deliver the Organization’s progress report to a special meeting of the OAS Permanent Council Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs.”

	12. Human rights, sexual orientation, and gender identity and expression
	

	13. Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights
	

	14. Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights
	

	15. Gender equity and balanced geographic and legal-system representation on the Inter-American Commission of Human Rights and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights
	Section xv, operative paragraph 3: “To instruct the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs to include in its 2017-2018 work program follow-up of application of the principles of nondiscrimination, gender equity and equality, and geographic representation in the election of the commissioners of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and the judges of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights.”


	AG/RES. 2909 (XLVII-O/17) “International Law”

	Topic
	CAJP mandate

	1. Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law
	

	2. Observations and recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI)


	Section ii, operative paragraph 1: “To instruct the Permanent Council, through the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, to grant the due consideration to the most recent resolutions adopted by the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI), along with their accompanying reports, to wit: “Cultural Heritage,” resolution CJI/RES. 233 (XCI-O/17); “Conscious and Effective Regulations for Companies in the Sphere of Human Rights,” resolution CJI/RES. 232 (XCI-O/17); and “Electronic Warehouse Receipts for Agricultural Products,” document CJI/doc.505/16 rev. 2; and report to the General Assembly and the CJI on the outcome of these considerations.”

	3. Promotion of the International Criminal Court
	Section iii, operative paragraph 4: “…to request the Permanent Council to hold, prior to the forty-ninth regular session of the General Assembly, a working meeting that should include a high-level dialogue session among the permanent representatives of all member states to discuss, among other matters, measures that could strengthen cooperation with the International Criminal Court…”


	AG/RES. 2913 (XLVII-O/17)
“Plan of Action on the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (2017-2021)”

	Topic
	CAJP mandate

	1. Dissemination and Education on the ADRIP
	

	2. Implementation of the ADRIP
	

	3. Exchange of Best Practices and Experiences


	Paragraph 5.2 of the Plan of Action: “Hold a special annual meeting of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs of the Organization of American States, attended by officials from the national and sub-national institutions working on indigenous issues, and open to participation by representatives of indigenous peoples, in order to share information on progress, experiences, lessons learned, and challenges in the implementation of the ADRIP.”


APPENDIX II
PROPOSED SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS
OF THE COMMITTEE ON JURIDICAL AND POLITICAL AFFAIRS
(Second half of 2017 and first half of 2018)
	SEPTEMBER 2017

	Thursday, 
September 21, 2017

2:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Simon Bolivar Meeting Room
	1. Election of the Vice Chairs.

2. Presentation of the draft CAJP Work Plan for 2017-2018.

3. 2018 Electoral Landscape. Presentation by the Secretary for Strengthening Democracy. 

4. Examination of the supplementary information to the Comprehensive Strategic Plan of the Organization entrusted to the General Secretariat via resolution AG/RES. I (LI-E/16): Pillars: Democracy and Human Rights (CP/doc.5268/17 rev.1)

5. Other business.

	OCTOBER 2017

	Thursday 
October 5, 2017

2:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Simon Bolivar Meeting Room
	1. Consideration and approval of the draft CAJP Work Plan for 2017-2018.

2. Follow-up on the mandate from resolution AG/RES. 2905 (XLVII-O/17) “Strengthening Democracy”

· Topic 8: Access to public information and protection of personal data:

· Preparation for the meeting in which the voluntary progress reports and best practices in implementing the Inter-American Program on Access to Public Information will be presented. Presentation by the Department of International Law.

3. Follow-up on the mandates from resolution AG/RES. 2908 (XLVII-O/17) “Promotion and Protection of Human Rights”
· Topic 9: Promotion and protection of human rights in business:
· Preparations for the special meeting on “Human Rights and Business.” Presentation by the Department of International Law.

· Topic 11: Plan of Action for the Decade for Persons of African Descent in the Americas (2016-2025):
· Preparations for the special meeting on implementation and follow-up of the Plan of Action. Presentation by the Department of Social Inclusion.

4. Follow-up on the mandate from resolution AG/RES. 2913 (XLVII-O/17) “Plan of Action of the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (2017-2021)”

· Preparations for the special meeting to share information about progress, experiences, lessons learned, and challenges to implementing the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (ADRIP). Presentation by the Department of Social Inclusion.
5. Continued examination of the supplementary information to the Comprehensive Strategic Plan of the Organization Plan of the Organization entrusted to the General Secretariat via resolution AG/RES. I (LI-E/16): Pillars: Democracy and Human Rights (CP/doc.5268/17 rev.1)

6. Other business.

	NOVEMBER 2017

	 Thursday 
November 2, 2017
2:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Simon Bolivar Meeting Room
	1. Follow-up on the mandate from resolution AG/RES. 2905 (XLVII-O/17) “Strengthening Democracy”

· Topic 6: Strengthening the activities of the Inter-American Program of Judicial Facilitators 
· Presentation by Mr. Pedro Vuskovic, Coordinator of the Inter-American Program of Judicial Facilitators 
2. Consideration and approval of drafts agenda and other decisions in connection with:

· The meeting in which the voluntary progress reports and best practices in implementing the Inter-American Program on Access to Public Information will be presented, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2905 (XLVII-O/17).

· The special meeting on “Human Rights and Business,” pursuant to AG/RES. 2908 (XLVII-O/17).

· The special meeting on implementation and follow-up of the Plan of Action for the Decade for Persons of African Descent in the Americas (2016-2025), pursuant to Section V of the Plan of Action.

· The special meeting to share information about progress, experiences, lessons learned, and challenges to implementing the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (ADRIP), pursuant to paragraph 5.2 of the Plan of Action. 

3. Follow-up on the mandate from resolution AG/RES. 2909 (XLVII-O/17) “International Law”

· Topic 3: Promotion of the International Criminal Court.

· Preparations for the special working meeting to strengthen cooperation with the International Criminal Court. Presentation by the Department of International Law.

4. Follow-up on the mandates from resolution AG/RES. 2908 (XLVII-O/17) “Promotion and Protection of Human Rights”
· Topic 6: Autonomous official public defenders as a guarantee of access to justice for vulnerable groups:

· Preparations for the sixth special meeting on best practices for full implementation of the Brasilia Rules for Access to Justice for Vulnerable Persons. Presentation by the Department of International Law.

5. Other business.

	Thursday 
November 16, 2017
2:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Simon Bolivar Meeting Room
	1. Follow-up on the mandate from resolution AG/RES. 2908 (XLVII-O/17) “Promotion and Protection of Human Rights”

· Topic 5: Strengthening the Follow-up Mechanism for Implementation of the Protocol of San Salvador.

· Presentation by Dr. Laura Pautassi, Chair of the Working Group for the Evaluation of the National Reports Envisioned in the Protocol of San Salvador (WGPSS).

· Consideration of the update of the appendix “Composition and Functioning of the Working Group to Examine the National Reports Envisioned in the Protocol of San Salvador” to resolution AG/RES. 2262 (XXXVII-O/07)

2. Follow-up on the mandate from resolution AG/RES. 2909 (XLVII-O/17) “International Law”

· Topic 2: Observations and recommendations on the Annual Report of the CJI:

· Consideration of the CJI report on “Electronic Warehouse Receipts for Agricultural Products” (CJI/doc.505/16 rev. 2). Presentation by the Department of International Law.

3.
Follow-up on the mandates from resolution AG/RES. 2905 (XLVII-O/17), “Strengthening Democracy,” by the Secretariat for Hemispheric Affairs.

· Presentation by the Department for Effective Public Management.

4. 
Other business.

	DECEMBER 2017

	Thursday 
December 7, 2017
2:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Simon Bolivar Meeting Room
	1. Follow-up on the mandate from resolution AG/RES. 2908 (XLVII-O/17) “Promotion and Protection of Human Rights”

Topic 15: Gender equity and balanced geographic and legal-system representation on the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights.

· Follow-up on application of the principles of nondiscrimination, gender equity and equality, and geographic representation in the election of commissioners of the IACHR and judges of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights.
2. Follow-up on the mandate from resolution AG/RES. 2909 (XLVII-O/17) “International Law”

· Topic 2: Observations and recommendations on the Annual Report of the CJI:

· Consideration of the CJI report and resolution on “Cultural Heritage” (CJI/RES.233 (XCI-O/17)). Presentation by the Department of International Law.

3. Follow-up on the mandates from resolution AG/RES. 2908 (XLVII-O/17) “Promotion and Protection of Human Rights”
· Topic 10: Support for the Committee for the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities and Follow-up to the Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities
· Presentation by the Department of Social Inclusion
4. Consideration and approval of drafts agenda and other decisions in connection with:

· The special working meeting to strengthen cooperation with the International Criminal Court.

· The sixth special meeting on best practices for full implementation of the Brasilia Rules for Access to Justice for Vulnerable Persons.

5. Consideration of the proposed methodology for the presentation and negotiation in the CAJP of draft omnibus resolutions to be elevated to the forty-eighth regular session of the General Assembly. 

6. Other business.


	JANUARY 2018

	Thursday 
January 25, 2018
2:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Simon Bolivar Meeting Room
	1. Follow-up on the mandate from resolution AG/RES. 2905 (XLVII-O/17) “Strengthening Democracy”

Topic 8: Access to public information and protection of personal data.

· Presentation of national progress reports and exchange of best practices in implementing the Inter-American Program on Access to Public Information. Voluntary presentations by member states.
2. Other business.

	FEBRUARY 2018

	Thursday 
February 1, 2018
2:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Simon Bolivar Meeting Room
	SPECIAL MEETING to share information about progress, experiences, lessons learned, and challenges to implementing the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (ADRIP)


	Thursday 
February 15, 2018
2:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Simon Bolivar Meeting Room
	SPECIAL MEETING on implementation and follow-up to the Plan of Action for the Decade for Persons of African Descent in the Americas (2016-2025)

	Wednesday 
February 21, 2018
2:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Simon Bolivar Meeting Room
	SPECIAL MEETING on “Human Rights and Business”

	MARCH 2018

	Thursday 
March 15, 2018
2:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Simon Bolivar Meeting Room
	SPECIAL WORKING MEETING on strengthening cooperation with the International Criminal Court

	Thursday 
March 22, 2018
2:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Simon Bolivar Meeting Room
	1. Presentation of the annual report of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights to the forty-eighth regular session of the General Assembly.

2. Presentation of the annual report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights to the forty-eighth regular session of the General Assembly.

	Tuesday
March 27, 2018
2:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Simon Bolivar Meeting Room
	1. Follow-up on the mandate of resolution AG/RES. 2905 (XLVII-O/17) “Strengthening Democracy”

· Topic 4: Follow-up on the Inter-American Convention against Corruption and on the Inter-American Program of Cooperation to Fight Corruption
· Presentation by the Department of Legal Cooperation
2. Presentation of the annual report of the CJI to the forty-eighth regular session of the General Assembly.

3. Presentation of the annual report of the JSCA to the forty-eighth regular session of the General Assembly.

	Friday
March 30, 2018
	Deadline for submission of text to be included in draft omnibus resolutions. 


	APRIL 2018

	Thursday
 April 5, 2018
9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Guerrero Meeting Room
	Negotiation and approval of draft resolutions for the forty-eighth regular session of the General Assembly.

	Thursday, April 5, 2018
2:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
 Simon Bolivar Meeting Room
	SIXTH SPECIAL MEETING on best practices for full implementation of the Brasilia Rules for Access to Justice for Vulnerable Persons

	Thursday
 April 19, 2018
2:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Simon Bolivar Meeting Room
	Negotiation and approval of draft resolutions for the forty-eighth regular session of the General Assembly.

	Thursday
 April 26, 2018
2:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Simon Bolivar Meeting Room
	Negotiation and approval of draft resolutions for the forty-eighth regular session of the General Assembly.

	MAY 2018

	Thursday
May 3, 2017
2:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Simon Bolivar Meeting Room


	Negotiation and approval of draft resolutions for the forty-eighth regular session of the General Assembly.

	Thursday
May 10, 2018
2:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Simon Bolivar Meeting Room
	Negotiation and approval of draft resolutions for the forty-eighth regular session of the General Assembly.


	Thursday
May 17, 2018
2:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Simon Bolivar Meeting Room
	1. Adoption of draft resolutions for the forty-eighth regular session of the General Assembly.

2. Consideration of the CAJP report to the Permanent Council.

	Thursday
May 24, 2018
2:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Simon Bolivar Meeting Room
	1. Adoption of draft resolutions for the General Assembly.

2. Adoption of the CAJP report to the Permanent Council.
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