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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


HAVING SEEN the General Secretariat’s reports on the White Helmets Initiative; resolutions AG/RES. 1351 (XXV-O/95), AG/RES. 1403 (XXVI-O/96), AG/RES. 1463 (XXVII-O/97), AG/RES. 2018 (XXXIV-O/04), AG/RES. 2165 (XXXVI-O/06), AG/RES. 2372 (XXXVIII-O/08), AG/RES. 2558 (XL-O/10), and AG/RES. 2704 (XLII-O/12); and declarations AG/DEC. 45 (XXXV-O/05) and AG/DEC. 55 (XXXVII-O/07);

REAFFIRMING the guiding principles of international humanitarian assistance:  humanity, neutrality, impartiality, and operational independence, and the primary and principal responsibility of the state to care for disaster victims; 

HIGHLIGHTING the efforts made by the member states, the inter-American system, international agencies, international organs and organizations, and subregional mechanisms in disaster prevention and response and in the coordination of humanitarian assistance;


RECALLING ONCE AGAIN the importance of reaching commitment by member states to facilitate the timely and effective exchange of information, tools, successful experiences, and best practices among countries, international agencies, regional and subregional entities, and organizations, social actors, and civil society bodies, in respect of risk management and disaster assistance, and of avoiding duplication of efforts by coordinating the region’s existing mechanisms; 

UNDERSCORING the Fourth Session of the Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction and the Fourth Session of the Regional Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction, held in Geneva, Switzerland, from May 18 to 23, 2013, and in Guayaquil, Ecuador, from May 27 to 29, 2014, respectively; 

TAKING NOTE of the Inter-American Plan for Disaster Prevention and Response and the Coordination of Humanitarian Assistance and the efforts made by the inter-American system, the United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR), the Community of Latin American and Caribbean States (CELAC), the Union of South American Nations (UNASUR), the Forum for Coordination and Cooperation of Subregional Risk Management Mechanisms of the Americas, and the Regional Meetings of the International Humanitarian Assistance Mechanisms (MIAH), among other mechanisms and initiatives in the Hemisphere; 

CONVINCED that it is necessary to improve international humanitarian assistance coordination mechanisms, given that, in the present scenario, disasters affecting the region are increasingly frequent;


EMPHASIZING that the situation of humanitarian action has changed considerably, particularly as many governments have boosted their national and regional disaster management capabilities, in many cases becoming assistance donors and sharing their experience and expertise through South-South cooperation; 


MINDFUL of the new challenges that will be posed in a new Post-2015 Hyogo Framework of Action, of the need for a crosscutting approach that integrates climate change and sustainable development policies, as well as the importance of the III World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction, to be held in Sendai, Japan, in March 2015, and of the World Humanitarian Summit, to be held in Istanbul, Turkey, in June 2016; 


BEARING IN MIND the permanent assistance rendered by the White Helmets Initiative to the Republic of Haiti and the missions deployed over the past two years in Argentina, Bolivia, and Brazil in response to the floods that affected their territories; in Guatemala on the occasion of the earthquake in 2012; in Dominica, Saint Lucia, and Saint Vincent and the Grenadines owing to the Christmas storms at the end of 2013; as well as the projects for the development of risk management volunteers in Guatemala and El Salvador, the systematization of experiences in the Dominican Republic as a humanitarian assistance transit country, and the training workshops to strengthen national risk management systems in the Caribbean, held in Saint Kitts and Nevis and Jamaica; 


UNDERSCORING the 20th anniversary of the first resolution on the White Helmets Initiative adopted by the United Nations General Assembly and further emphasizing that the initiative has been a pioneer at the regional level, deploying volunteer missions or relief supplies both in disasters and in humanitarian crises arising from conflicts; and 


RECOGNIZING that the actions undertaken by the White Helmets Initiative are in alignment with the principles of the Charter of the Organization of American States, are carried out at the request of the affected state and in close collaboration with its relevant national authorities, and are governed by the principles of humanity, neutrality, impartiality, and operational independence,

RESOLVES:

1. To reiterate its support for the White Helmets Initiative as one of the valuable mechanisms in the Hemisphere for disaster prevention, reduction, and response and for fighting hunger and poverty.

2.
To encourage the General Secretariat to continue strengthening and coordinating actions between the White Helmets Initiative and the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, and with other relevant bodies and mechanisms of the Organization of American States, and also to continue encouraging other agencies and institutions in the region to enter into partnerships and working agreements.

3.
To encourage the White Helmets Initiative to continue promoting regional humanitarian cooperation as it expands and, within that framework, to continue sharing its experiences and best practices in responding to and preparing for disasters.

4.
To invite those member states that so wish to designate focal points for the White Helmets Initiative and to create, where appropriate, national volunteer corps systems to comprise the Regional Humanitarian Volunteer Corps Network.

5.
To invite those member states that so wish to make contributions to the OAS/White Helmets Special Fund, recalling that in recent years the Fund has enabled the holding of national and international seminars and training workshops, the implementation of local capacity-building projects, and humanitarian assistance missions in countries of Latin America and the Caribbean.

6.
To request the General Secretariat to report to the General Assembly at its forty-sixth regular session on the implementation of this resolution. Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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