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By resolution AG/RES. 2633 (XLI-O/11), “Support for and Follow-up to the Summits of the Americas Process,” adopted at San Salvador in June 2011, the General Assembly instructed the “organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization to continue to give the highest priority to carrying out the initiatives assigned to them by the General Assembly, in accordance with the mandates of the Summits of the Americas, and to report regularly on these activities, as appropriate, to the Permanent Council, the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), and the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC).”


The CISC, in its 2011-2012 Work Plan, instructed the Summits Secretariat to coordinate with the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization for the purposes of implementation of the above mandate and presentation of this report to the CISC.  Further to the above, I am pleased to present today information submitted to the Summits Secretariat by the Inter-American Children's Institute (IIN), the Inter-American Committee on Ports (CIP), the Inter-American Court of Human Rights (I/A Court H.R.), and the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL).  The Summits Secretariat is still waiting to receive the reports of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR). We will forward all the reports presented to the CISC Secretariat so that they may be brought to the attention of the member states.
1. INTER-AMERICAN CHILDREN'S INSTITUTE (IIN)

The Office of the Director General of the IIN presented a detailed activity report, organized by topics, referencing the different Summits of the Americas. Specifically the IIN reported on three topics, in keeping with the Summits mandates:

· With respect to preservation and strengthening of democracy, human rights, and citizen participation, the report drew attention to the participation of children in the Americas as a crucial component of enhancing democracy and building rights awareness.  The IIN reported that it had held several meetings, including the Twentieth Pan American Child Congress, in Lima, Peru, as well as a meeting of its Directing Council that gave particular attention to these topics.  The report also noted that a number of virtual courses have been held on children's participation, targeting public officials involved with this area.

· As regards the topic of the rights of children and violation of their rights, by resolution of its Directing Council [CD/RES. 10 (82-R/07)] the IIN established the “Inter-American Cooperation Program for the Prevention and Eradication of Child Commercial Sexual Exploitation and Illegal Trafficking,” in response to concerns expressed by states about physical and sexual abuse of minors.  This program envisages: (1) Updating of domestic laws, (2) exchange of experiences and horizontal cooperation, (3) training for policymakers in this area, and (4) implementation of communications strategies to combat this problem.  The Program implements the Inter-American Observatory on the Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children and Adolescents (www.annaobserva.org), which gathers information on different aspects and initiatives connected with this issue and has amassed over 600 documents in Spanish and English.  The IIN has also focused on human resources formation by providing training to professionals in the Hemisphere who are directly involved in tackling this issue in their respective countries.
· Finally, in relation to the rights of migrants, the IIN is currently engaged in the project Promotion and Protection of the Rights of Unaccompanied Migrant Children, the purpose of which is that countries strengthen the capacity of their institutions to protect children's rights.
2. INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON PORTS (CIP)

The activities that the CIP carried out in 2011 contributed to the accomplishment of its four main objectives.
1. Strengthening inter-American port dialogue:  Hemispheric meetings were held which involved the valuable interaction of government representatives with private sector executives and experts.  These events served to examine the issues with which the CIP is concerned; to strengthen relations among participants; and to adopt and recommend programs, projects, and activities for cooperation to benefit the port sector in OAS member countries.
2. Training:  The CIP seeks to encourage, promote, and implement training programs that raise the technical and managerial levels of port personnel to deal with modernization and the challenges facing ports.  To meet this objective, the CIP Secretariat awarded scholarships for personnel from member countries to attend advanced courses and specialization seminars, as well as sponsoring training events organized by other institutions in order to foster and facilitate the participation of port sector personnel from member countries. As a result, it is worth noting that in 2011, training was provided to around 500 port industry officials and executives in the Americas.
3. Direct technical assistance:  The Secretariat acts as a coordinator to funnel the required input from other cooperation agencies to meet specific needs of port authorities and entities in member states, in both the public and the private sector.

4. Regional cooperation: The Secretariat to continue to promote the Agreement on Cooperation Between Inter-American Port Authorities, signed to date by 19 member countries. It also sponsored activities for executives and officials of the port sector in the member countries.

3. INTER-AMERICAN COURT OF HUMAN RIGHTS

Throughout the Summits process, from Miami to port of Spain, the Heads of State and Government have underscored their commitment to protect and promote human rights in the Hemisphere and also to strengthen the inter-American human rights system, with due observance of its autonomy and independence. The work of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and its Secretariat is framed by the mandates issued by the Summits on promotion and protection of human rights and the principles contained in the American Convention on Human Rights.
· The Inter-American Court of Human Rights continues to carry out its purpose: Application and interpretation of the American Convention on Human Rights.  The service that the Inter-American Court provides is to administer justice in accordance with the American Convention on Human Rights and other instruments of the inter-American system.
· The Court determines and rules on whether on not a respondent states bears international responsibility for human rights violations and, as appropriate, for the consequences of those violations and the necessary reparation.  Where this is the case, the Court sets in train a meticulous supervision procedure to enforce its judgments.
· The Tribunal is making important headway in the field of international human rights law, including, for instance, the areas of forced disappearance of persons, extrajudicial execution, integrity of the person, personal liberty, military tribunals, amnesty laws, freedom of expression, access to information, fair-trial guarantees, the rights of members of indigenous communities, migrants, children, and prisons, among others.
4. INTER-AMERICAN TELECOMMUNICATION COMMISSION

CITEL prepared the base document for the Agenda for Connectivity in the Americas and Plan of Action of Quito, which proposes guidelines for states to develop national connectivity agendas. The most recent activities of the permanent consultative committees have enabled progress in connection with the mandates assigned to CITEL by the Summits, in particular those pertaining to:

· Measures designed to modernize national legislation;

· Fostering of increased competitiveness and productivity in all sectors through applications such as distance education and tele-health;

· Simplification of provisions governing satellite services in our countries;

· Modernization and expansion of telecommunication infrastructure in rural and urban areas through timely incorporation of new technologies and services;

· Promotion and discussion of adequate standards to ensure interoperability for existing and future telecommunication networks and timely introduction of technology in new and existing markets;

· Use of telecommunication in the human resources sector by means of ongoing training programs; and 

· Analysis of the status of connectivity in the region.

Since the adoption of the Agenda for Connectivity in the Americas and Plan of Action of Quito progress has been seen on connectivity objectives in every country in the region, based on measures carried out in the framework of regional, subregional, and international organizations, as well as within the context of the World Summit on the Information Society.

An inventory was compiled of connectivity initiatives and progress in their implementation in the region, including national connectivity agendas, particularly where the use of ICT's was concerned. Based on this review, the Agenda for Connectivity in the Americas and Plan of Action of Quito have progressed to the second phase, the purpose of which is to strengthen promotion of their results and facilitate the beneficial integration of the Hemisphere with a knowledge-based society. 


As I mentioned at the beginning of this report, Mr. Chairman, the complete texts of the reports submitted to the Summits Secretariat by the various organs in accordance with the mandate contained in resolution  AG/RES. 2633 (XLI-O/11) will be made available to the states.  Thank you very much.

APPENDIXES

1. INTER-AMERICAN CHILDREN'S INSTITUTE (IIN) – Link to Report (Appendix 1)

http://scm.oas.org/pdfs/2011/CP27789Anexo-1.pdf
2. INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON PORTS (CIP) – Link to “Activities of the Secretariat of the Inter-American Committee on Ports 2011” (Appendix 2)

http://scm.oas.org/pdfs/2011/CP27789Anexo-2.pdf
3. INTER-AMERICAN COURT OF HUMAN RIGHTS – Link to “Functions and Mandate of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights” (Appendix 3)


http://scm.oas.org/pdfs/2011/CP27789Anexo-3.pdf
4. INTER-AMERICAN TELECOMMUNICATION COMMISSION (CITEL)
· Link to Executive Summary (Appendix 4)
http://scm.oas.org/pdfs/2011/CP27789Anexo-4.pdf
· Link to “Follow-up on Implementation of the Mandates Issued by the Summits of the Americas to CITEL” (Appendix 4-a)
http://scm.oas.org/pdfs/2011/CP27789Anexo-4a.pdf
· Agenda for Connectivity in the Americas - Plan of Action of Quito (Appendix 4-b)
http://scm.oas.org/pdfs/2011/CP27789Anexo-4b.pdf
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