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Mr. Chairman, Distinguished delegates, 

I am pleased to present to you a summary report of activities related to the Sixth Summit of the Americas. The report also references some ongoing initiatives related to previous Summits. A more detailed report was distributed earlier this week with the classification CP/CISC-645/12.

This report provides information that the CISC may utilize as it deems appropriate in preparing its presentation to the joint session of the PC and CIDI as mandated by the forty-second session of the OAS General Assembly in Cochabamba this past June. Resolution AG/RES. 2737 (XLII-O/12), “Support for and Follow-up to the Summits of the Americas Process” requests that the CISC present to a joint session of the PC and CIDI “…a report on the activities assigned by the Summit to the OAS, so that both bodies can take steps to ensure their inclusion, as a matter of priority, in programs to organize and formalize that mandate.”

I. MANDATES OF THE SIXTH SUMMIT OF THE AMERICAS

During the Sixth Summit of the Americas, Heads of State and Government of the region committed to a series of mandates related to the five thematic areas of the Summit: poverty elimination, infrastructure, citizen security and transnational organized crime, access to technology and disaster risk prevention and mitigation. In addition to actions in these five thematic areas, the Heads also agreed in their private dialogue on the need to analyze drug policy in the Americas and assigned this responsibility to the OAS, as was indicated by the Summit Chair President Juan Manuel Santos, in his closing statement at the Summit. 

In most instances, the mandates contained in the Sixth Summit document, “Mandates arising from the Sixth Summit of the Americas,” were not assigned to specific entities for action and follow-up. As has been done following previous Summits, Summit partners have utilized this flexibility to identify those mandates in which they have competence and/or capacity, and are moving forward in incorporating these mandates into their scope of work.

II. WHAT HAS THE OAS DONE SINCE THE SIXTH SUMMIT?

In the five months following the Sixth Summit, the Summit Secretariat has been working proactively with countries and institutional partners of the Summit process to identify and share information about initiatives that have already been announced, are being implemented or that are in the process of being launched. To date, information has been compiled on 15 concrete initiatives that advance Summit commitments in the areas of energy, investment and innovation, technology, youth employment and training, women’s entrepreneurship, and citizen security, among others. We are pleased to report that, on October 1st, the Summits Secretariat launched a Sixth Summit Program of Implementation website dedicated to providing timely information on Summit-related initiatives and their results.

Additionally, post-Cartagena, the Summits Secretariat held an inter-departmental coordination meeting with different areas of the Secretariat to review mandates, to draw attention to the issue of implementation and to receive feedback regarding planned activities and programs. In that regard, it was noted that each of the five thematic areas of the Summit includes areas for action that correspond to the work focus of individual areas of the General Secretariat. In many cases, the mandates are not new and do not imply new activities or additional financial burdens. Rather by being adopted at the highest political levels, Summit mandates sharpen the priority focus and bring a sense of urgency to addressing certain issues. 

A few examples:

· In the area of integration of physical infrastructure, the Inter-American Telecommunications Commission (CITEL) will respond to mandates in the expansion of the connections and communications networks while the Department of Sustainable Development will address matters related to the generation of renewable energy as part of its ongoing support to the Energy and Climate Partnership Agreement (ECPA).

· Under the poverty, inequality and inequity umbrella, the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) has identified mandates in related to the development of early childhood care; poverty and social exclusion; access to education at all levels; promotion of international student exchanges; social protection; innovation and competitiveness; public-private partnerships; and protection of the rights of the disabled, the elderly, and migrants; among others.

· The Department of Sustainable Development intends to partner with other institutions of the inter-American system to advance mandates in the area of disaster risk reduction and management, including disaster risk mitigation, the strengthening of institutional platforms for disaster risk management, and the strengthening of regional and subregional instruments for disaster risk reduction and management, and humanitarian assistance.

· The thematic area of access to and use of information and communication technologies is cross-cutting and several OAS Departments have identified aspects that fall within their scope of work − Inter-American Telecommunications Commission in the area of broadband; the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development in teacher training, entrepreneurship and competitiveness; the Secretariat for Political Affairs in the areas of supporting transparency and accountability in government affairs; and the Secretariat for Juridical Affairs will continue to promote transparency and the fight against corruption in the private sector with the support of ICTs.
· With regard to the thematic area of citizen security and transnational organized crime program, the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security has robust programs that will benefit from having had these matters raised to the highest political level. 
III. SPECIFIC OAS PROGRAMS RELATED TO SIXTH SUMMIT MANDATES

Let me now take this opportunity to highlight some of the specific programs that the different areas of the General Secretariat already carry-out that relate to some of the mandates agreed to at the Sixth Summit. The list is by no means exhaustive but it is indicative of the organization’s ongoing commitment.

The Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) is currently working on a number of programs related to mandates that fall under the theme of poverty, inequality and inequity. Some initiatives have been launched that relate specifically to Summit outcomes.

a) The Inter-American Social Protection Network (IASPN) is a community of practice that supports national social development ministries and agencies, international organizations, non-governmental organizations, private sector and academia in the exchange and transfer of experiences and knowledge on social protection. The IASPN is a Fifth Summit commitment that continues to receive strong support and the elements of which were reflected and strengthened in Sixth Summit commitments on social inclusion. 

b) The OAS Scholarships Program has responded to the call for supporting infrastructure programs and has partnered with Structuralia and with the Escuela de Organización Industrial de Madrid to provide scholarships for an International Executive MBA in Infrastructure. Young professionals will receive specialized training in sectors of economic and productive growth in the Americas such as construction, energy and infrastructure. 

c) Subsequent to the Sixth Summit, the Educational Portal of the Americas teamed up with Intel® Educar and an extensive network of public and private institutions to offer online training, free of charge, to teachers at all levels as part of its continuous effort to increase teacher training opportunities and strengthen human capacity building efforts.

d) SEDI is committed to working with Member States in implementing the Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities, to adopt administrative, legislative, and judicial measures, as well as the necessary public policies to ensure equality for persons with disabilities. 

e) The Sixth Summit adopted elements of the Work Plan of the Working Group on Protecting the Human Rights of Older Persons thereby strengthening the Working Group’s mandate for which SEDI serves as the technical secretariat.

f) SEDI has been actively engaged in the organization of the VI Americas Competitiveness Forum, to take place in Cali, Colombia this month which provides an opportunity for furthering discussions on actions that can improve competitiveness and economic prosperity in the Americas.

The Secretariat for Political Affairs (SAP) currently supports mandates in the use of ICTs to improve governance, transparency and efficiency in government affairs.  Programs include:

a) MuNet e-Government Program to increase transparency and efficiency in governmental affairs, including at the municipal level;

b) The Inter-American Network on Government Procurement to enhance government procurement practices, technical cooperation and training; and

c) On-line training programs for government employees in the Americas with the aim of strengthening human and institutional capacities for effective public management, and the development and improvement of democratic governance. 

The Secretariat for Multidimensional Security is working on a range of initiatives that address citizen security and transnational organized crime.

a) The Inter-American Police Training Program (PICAP) promotes tools for the control and prevention of crime and violence through the transfer of experiences, the exchange of information and the analysis of the political action led by the OAS Member States. 

b) The Program against Trafficking in Persons, facilitates the exchange of information, provides training and promotes policies against trafficking in persons as a means to assist the OAS Member States in their efforts to prevent and combat trafficking in persons, specially in women, adolescents and children.   

c) Earlier this week, the Summits Secretariat was pleased to share with Member States the Chapultepec Consensus, which calls for the establishment of a hemispheric approach for cooperation against transnational organized crime. One of the main objectives of this “hemispheric approach” is to harness the programs and activities of the OAS, among other international institutions, to fight transnational organized crime. 

d) Since the Sixth Summit, the OAS has undertaken actions to initiate the study that was requested in Cartagena by the Heads of State and Government to analyze drug policy in the Americas. The OAS has prepared the terms of reference for undertaking the analysis and for drafting the report. A Technical Unit of the OAS, under the leadership of the Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD), has been established to undertake this task and to prepare a work plan and a calendar for the execution of the report. This Technical Unit will coordinate the contributions of other international organizations – IDB, PAHO, ECLAC, and CAF – as well as input from a panel of experts. The conclusions of the analytical report will serve as the basis for a scenario report that will examine possible future options and approaches to address the drug issue. 

IV. IMPLEMENTATION ACTIVITIES BEING UNDERTAKEN BY OTHER PARTNERS

The Summits Secretariat has received preliminary information from several countries regarding programs related to the Sixth Summit. The institutions of the Joint Summit Working Group have also incorporated mandates from the Sixth Summit into their respective work plans to support programs by States. Some of these initiatives, which largely reflect partnerships, have been included in the website for the Sixth Summit Program of Implementation. 

· Connecting the Americas 2022
· International Executive MBA in Infrastructure Fellowships
· Investment and Innovation in the Americas
· Sustainable Energy Access for the Latin America - Caribbean Region
· Women’s Entrepreneurship in the Americas (WEAmericas)
· 100,000 Strong in the Americas
· Small Business Network of the Americas (SBNA)
· New Employment and Opportunities (NEO)
· Canada - Americas Business Environment Reform (CANAMBER)
· Broadband Partnership of the Americas
· Canadian Initiative for Security in Central America (CISCA)
· Hemispheric Plan to Fight Transnational Organized Crime
· Hemispheric Drug Policy
· Conservation of the Páramos and its biodiversity and water production in the North and Central Andes
· Canadian Climate Fund for the Private Sector in the Americas
The Summits Secretariat will continue to share with Member States additional activities, programs and actions undertaken in fulfillment of Sixth Summit mandates through its regular reporting to CISC as well as through the Sixth Summit Program of Implementation website. 

We look forward to your continuous feedback in order to share important and timely information regarding implementation.

Thank you.
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