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Observations of the United States Regarding the draft resolution “INCREASING AND STRENGTHENING THE PARTICIPATION OF CIVIL SOCIETY AND SOCIAL ACTORS IN THE ACTIVITIES OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES AND IN THE SUMMITS OF THE AMERICAS PROCESS” (CP/CISC-502/10 rev. 2)

The United States takes specific note of the revised text advanced by Venezuela in this resolution calling for attention to be paid to compliance by civil society organizations to domestic legislation of Member States.  

Reiterating comments previously by the United States in other committees of this Organization, the United States would like to note our strong support for the important and -- at times -- life-saving work of civil society, as well as human rights defenders and their organizations, throughout our hemisphere.  We have deepened this support through our commitment to the work of the OAS in the area of civil society, through the Department of International Affairs as well as through the Unit for Human Rights Defenders of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights.  The United States believes that the activities of these areas enable our Organization to consider, and to take into account, the valuable observations of civil society organizations, including those of our region’s human rights defenders.

In the UN General Assembly, the United States and most of the countries represented here today spent 13 years negotiating the UN Declaration on Human Rights Defenders which we co-sponsored together. That declaration was endorsed twelve years ago by the UN, with the co-sponsorship of Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Panama, Peru, Uruguay, and Venezuela.  However, despite the principled, innovative and energetic efforts of many regional organizations and our Member States, the universal precepts of that Declaration are still not universally applied within our hemisphere.   

Here at the OAS, our commitment to protect the men and women who serve the cause of human rights and fundamental liberties through our Hemisphere -- including civil, political, economic, social, and cultural rights -- must be determined.   We should help our fellow Member States develop the institutions that will ensure these rights are respected over the long term.

And with the above in mind, my delegation is pleased to present a paragraph to this resolution which speaks to current issues affecting civil society in our region, in turn addressing gaps needing the attention of us as Member States:

 “DEEPLY CONCERNED about the increase in new restrictive legislation regulating the creation and operation of non-governmental organizations and any abuse of civil or criminal proceedings against them because of their activities for the promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms.”  (Language taken directly from resolution 60/161 of the UN General Assembly, PP5).

This issues addressed in this paragraph are also important as we consider the recommendations of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) contained in its last human rights defenders report (at http://www.cidh.org/countryrep/Defenders/defenderstoc.htm) -- which observes that states should “refrain from restricting the means of financing of human rights defenders and their organizations [and that] states should allow and facilitate human rights organizations’ access to foreign funds in the context of international cooperation, in transparent conditions” (pg 85).  

Our proposal also seeks to address the important and salient concerns noted in the Commission’s human rights defenders report under recommendations 17 and 18, which note that states should seek to:

17.              Refrain from promoting laws and policies regarding the registration of human rights organizations that use vague, imprecise, and broad definitions of the legitimate motives for restricting their establishment and operation. 

18.              Ensure that the human rights organizations whose registrations are rejected have available to them a remedy to challenge that decision before an independent court.  The states should also ensure an impartial remedy for situations in which organizations’ registration is suspended or they are dissolved. 

With the above in mind, the United States looks forward to continued discussions with other delegations in advance of the OAS General Assembly on our textual proposal and the important elements which it seeks to address within our region and at the OAS.  
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