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Washington, DC - April 25-26, 2011

PROGRAM

During the Forty-first Regular Session of the OAS General Assembly that will take place in San Salvador, El Salvador on June 5-7, 2011, the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the Americas will discuss and adopt the Declaration and Plan of Action of San Salvador on Citizen Security in the Americas, and approve resolutions related to the pillars of the OAS: strengthening democracy, integral development, multidimensional security, promoting and protecting human rights, and international law.  In preparation for the General Assembly, the OAS Department of International Affairs, entity responsible for coordinating relations between the OAS and civil society, will hold the Civil Society Hemispheric Forum.

This Forum will take place on April 25-26, 2011 at OAS Headquarters in Washington, D.C. and will offer civil society organizations (CSOs) the opportunity to dialogue with representatives of the OAS Member States and General Secretariat about the main theme of the General Assembly “Citizen Security in the Americas,” the priority issues of the inter-American agenda and the Inter-American Democratic Charter (IADC) on the occasion of its tenth anniversary, and contribute their ideas and recommendations to the decision-making bodies constituted by the OAS Member States.

The recommendations resulting from the Hemispheric Forum will be presented by the CSO representatives to the Special Session with Civil Society of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) on April 26, 2011, and will contribute to the Member States’ discussions about the resolutions to be adopted in relation to the Draft Declaration and Plan of Action of San Salvador and the inter-American agenda.

This document presents the objectives and expected results; methodology and format of the sessions, as well as draft agendas of the Civil Society Hemispheric Forum and the Special Session with Civil Society of the CISC.


The objective of the Civil Society Hemispheric Forum is to stimulate discussion, exchange of ideas and propose recommendations to OAS Member States by CSOs that participate in the Organization’s activities, as they relate to the theme of the XLI General Assembly “Citizen Security in the Americas”, the IADC and other topics that form the hemispheric cooperation agenda.

During the Special Session of the CISC with civil society that will take place on the afternoon of the second day of the event, CSOs will present their recommendations and dialogue with the Member States in order to contribute to the work the OAS carries out in preparation for the Forty-first Regular Session of the General Assembly.

The expected results include:

1. Recommendations generated by CSOs in relation to the theme of the XLI OAS General Assembly.  These recommendations will be presented to the OAS Member States and General Secretariat.

2. Experiences shared about the projects and programs carried out by CSOs in support of the policies developed by OAS Member States concerning the theme of the General Assembly and the inter-American agenda.

3. Spaces created for dialogue and the exchange of ideas on the IADC, its opportunities and challenges.

4. Recommendations presented to strengthen the participation of civil society in OAS activities and in the VI Summit of the Americas.


The Hemispheric Forum will commence on Monday, April 25, 2011 at OAS Headquarters, will have duration of one day and a half, and will consist of:

1. Inaugural session;

2. Introduction to the theme of the Forty-first Regular Session of the OAS General Assembly “Citizen Security in the Americas”;

3. Three plenary sessions;

4. Three parallel workshops aimed at achieving the expected results; and

5. Dialogue on the Summits of the Americas process.

Each plenary session will be composed of three panelists representing the Member States, networks of civil society organizations and the OAS General Secretariat that will discuss the work of the OAS political bodies and the efforts carried out in support of the implementation of the theme of the General Assembly and other priority topics in the region. Each panelist will make a brief presentation based on the theme and the conceptual guide of the session. Following the three presentations, there will be time allocated for questions and comments to the panelists.  After the plenary sessions, the participants will have the opportunity to dialogue, exchange experiences and formulate their recommendations in the thematic workshops.

The workshops will focus on the theme of the General Assembly and on the Inter-American Democratic Charter on the occasion of its 10th Anniversary and will be moderated by a civil society representative.  Similarly, one or various civil society rapporteurs will be assigned at the beginning of each session that will be responsible for taking notes of the discussions, compiling and organizing the various comments and recommendations and producing the document final for each session.  The results of each workshop will be consolidated into a final document that will be presented during the Special Session with Civil Society of the CISC.  The final report will be distributed among OAS Member States, the General Secretariat and CSOs.

Later, the CSO representatives will participate in a dialogue on the Summits of the Americas process, where they will be able to present a proposal for the theme of the VI Summit of the Americas that will be held in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia on April 14-15, 2012.

The special session of the CISC will be an opportunity for civil society representatives to dialogue with the Permanent and Alternate Representatives of the Member States and present the recommendations developed during the Hemispheric Forum.  The representatives selected by their peers will present the summary of the discussions and recommendations of each thematic workshop.  Upon receiving the civil society recommendations, the floor will be offered to the Member States for their interventions.

The plenary sessions and workshops of the Civil Society Hemispheric Forum will be in English and Spanish.  The special session of the CISC will be in the official languages of the OAS (Spanish, French, Portuguese and English).


In order to enrich the discussion in each of the Forum’s thematic areas, participants are recommended to familiarize themselves with the following documents:

· Proposal of the Declaration and Plan of Action of San Salvador on Citizen Security of the Americas
· Inter-American Democratic Charter
· Consensus of Santo Domingo on Public Security – Adopted during the Second Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas on November 4-5, 2009 in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic

· Commitment to Public Security in the Americas – Adopted during the First Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas on October 7-8, 2008 in Mexico City, Mexico

· Declaration on Security in the Americas – Adopted during the Special Conference on Security on October 27-28, 2003 in Mexico City, Mexico

· Report on Citizen Security and Human Rights – Published by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) on December 31, 2009


Monday, April 25, 2011
Ruben Dario Room, OAS General Secretariat Building (GSB), 1889 F Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20006, USA (corner of 19th and F Streets)
8:30 – 9:00am

Registration

9:00 – 9:10am

Inaugural Session

· Amb. Jose Enrique Castillo, Permanent Representative of Costa Rica to the OAS and Vice Chair of the Permanent Council
· Alfonso Quiñonez, Secretary for External Relations, OAS
9:10 – 9:30am
Presentation of the Forum

· Irene Klinger, Director, Department of International Affairs / Secretariat for External Relations, OAS

9:30 – 9:45am
Introduction to the theme of the Forty-first Regular Session of the OAS General Assembly “Citizen Security in the Americas”

· Amb.Luis Menendez, Alternate Representative of El Salvador to the OAS 

· Adam Blackwell, Secretary for Multidimensional Security, OAS

9:45 – 11:15am
First Plenary Session: Citizen Security, Democracy and Human Rights in the Americas

· Victor Rico, Secretary for Political Affairs, OAS

· Santiago Canton, Executive Secretary, Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR)

· Gonzalo Serra, Secretary, Red de Seguridad y Defensa de América Latina (RESDAL)

10:15 – 11:15am - Discussion

11:15 – 11:30am
Coffee break

11:30am – 1:00pm
Second Plenary Session: Development and its Impact on Citizen Security

· Amb. Cornelius Smith, Permanent Representative of the Bahamas to the OAS
· Mauricio Cortes Costa, Executive Secretary for Integral Development, OAS
· Roxana Salazar, Director, Fundación Ambio



12:00 – 1:00pm – Discussion

1:00 – 2:30pm

Lunch - Terrace Level Lobby - OAS General Secretariat Building 
                                       
2:30 – 4:00pm
Third Plenary Session: 10th Anniversary of the Inter-American Democratic Charter: Opportunities and Challenges

· Amb. Guillermo Cochez, Permanent Representative of Panama to the OAS and First Vice Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP)

· Irene Klinger, Director, Department of International Affairs / Secretariat for External Relations, OAS

· Elizabeth Ungar, Executive Director, Transparencia por Colombia

3:00 – 4:00pm – Discussion
4:00 – 4:15pm

Coffee break

4:15 – 6:00pm

Simultaneous Thematic Workshops 

· Workshop 1: Citizen Security, Democracy and Human Rights in the Americas – Gabriela Mistral Room
Moderator: Gonzalo Serra, Secretary, Red de Seguridad y Defensa de  América Latina (RESDAL)
This workshop will be focused on the threats to citizen security as one of the main challenges to the stability and strengthening of democracy and development opportunities in the Americas, including the need to concentrate collective action on non-military risks, such as terrorism, drug trafficking, money laundering, transnational crime, arms trafficking, gangs, trafficking of persons and organized crime.  It will also address ways to strengthen comprehensive citizen security public policies over the long term with full respect for human rights, in addition to the design of strategies that include the prevention of violence and crime, rehabilitation and reintegration, and law enforcement.

The participants will examine how CSOs can broadly work in collaboration with governments to foster and support democratic governance, reduce threats to citizen security in the Americas and create management instruments that allow for the evaluation and greater effectiveness of security policies.  This workshop will also consider methods that promote citizen and community participation in the execution of public security plans and programs, incentives and the exchange of experiences with civil society that contribute to strengthening public security.

· Workshop 2: Integral Development and its Impact on Citizen Security – Padilha Vidal Room A
      Moderator: Roxana Salazar, Director, Fundación Ambio
This workshop will look at the link between security and the need to advance equitable development through the promotion of policies and programs that foster reductions in poverty, job creation, the quality and equality of education and human development, understanding the importance of improving economic and social conditions of the citizens and its consequent impact on strengthening public security.

The participants will consider elements to promote measures, strategies and cooperation policies that foment integral development of the States of the Americas, placing greater emphasis on prevention and control of the factors that lead to violence and insecurity.

· Workshop 3: 10th Anniversary of the Inter-American Democratic Charter: Opportunities and Challenges – Padilha Vidal Room A
      Moderator: Elizabeth Ungar, Executive Director, Transparencia por 
      Colombia

This Workshop will reflect on the opportunities and challenges of democracy in the region in commemoration of the 10th anniversary the Inter-American Democratic Charter.  The participants will exchange ideas and develop recommendations about the contributions and role of civil society in the promotion of a democratic culture, and enhancing economic, social and cultural development of the peoples of the Hemisphere.  The civil society representatives will also consider how they can collaborate with the Member States in strengthening democracy and how to promote and disseminate a broader knowledge of the content and scope of the IADC among the citizens of the Americas.

6:00pm


Sessions conclude for the evening and rapporteurs to submit




recommendations

Tuesday, April 26, 2011

Ruben Dario Room, OAS General Secretariat Building (GSB), 1889 F Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20006, USA (corner of 19th and F Streets)

9:00 – 10:00am
Dialogue with Civil Society about the VI Summit of the Americas

· Amb. Jaime Giron, Coordinator of the VI Summit of the Americas and Chair of the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG)
· Sherry Tross, Executive Secretary, Summits of the Americas Secretariat

10:00 – 10:15am
Coffee Break

10:15 – 12:00pm
Compilation of Recommendations

12:00 – 2:00pm
Lunch - Terrace Level Lobby - OAS General Secretariat Building
SPECIAL SESSION WITH CIVIL SOCIETY OF THE COMMITTEE ON INTER-AMERICAN SUMMITS MANAGEMENT AND CIVIL SOCIETY PARTICIPATION IN OAS ACTIVITIES (CISC) 

PROGRAM

April 26, 2011

The Special Session of the CISC will be held in order to lend continuity to the pursuit of mandates entrusted to it in the preceding term, including AG/RES. 2612 (XL-O/10), CP/RES. 840 (1361/03), and CP/RES. 759 (1217/99).  The Special Session of the CISC will be an opportunity for civil society representatives to dialogue with Member States and present the recommendations formulated during the Hemispheric Forum.   


Tuesday, April 26, 2011

Simon Bolivar Room, OAS Main Building, 17th Street and Constitution Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20006 

2:30 – 2:40pm 
Welcoming remarks 

· Amb. Luis Alfonso Hoyos, Permanent Representative of Colombia to the OAS and Chair of the CISC

· Alfonso Quiñonez, Secretary for External Relations, OAS

2:40 – 3:10pm
Presentation of civil society recommendations from the Civil Society Hemispheric Forum on the theme of the General Assembly “Citizen Security in the Americas”

· 
Irene Klinger, Director, Department of International Affairs / 
      Secretariat for External Relations, OAS 

· Civil society representatives

3:10 – 4:30pm

Interventions by OAS Member States

4:30pm


Closing

OBJECTIVE AND EXPECTED RESULTS





METHODOLOGY AND FORMAT





LANGUAGES





BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS





AGENDA 





AGENDA 








� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP26132E04�








PAGE  

