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ANALYSIS OF FACTORS RELATING TO THE APPLICATION BY CENTRO DE IMPLEMENTACIÓN DE POLÍTICAS PÚBLICAS PARA LA EQUIDAD Y EL CRECIMIENTO TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES

This document was prepared by the Summits of the Americas Department to provide information to the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization Centro de Implementación de Políticas Públicas para la Equidad y el Crecimiento (CIPPEC).
The information contained in this report is provided pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” and includes a summary and a list of data and documentation presented by Centro de implementación de Políticas Públicas para la Equidad y el Crecimiento (CIPPEC) in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.
1.
Background
Centro de Implementación de Políticas Públicas Para la Equidad y el Crecimiento (CIPPEC) is an organization founded in Buenos Aires, Argentina, in 2000. CIPPEC seeks to promote public policies aimed at improving access to and quality of health, education, and justice, as well as to help strengthen democratic institutions in order to encourage better state management, increased transparency, and greater citizen participation in public decision-making.
The activities that CIPPEC carries out include analysis of public policy on education, healthcare, public spending, and political, judicial, and administration systems in order to detect weaknesses and opportunities in these areas.  It also advises the government and promotes citizen participation in the design of policies that help improve government performance, disseminates information to facilitate public understanding, and contributes tools to monitor and assist in the correct functioning of the state.

CIPPEC funding from a number of sources, including the Embassy of the United Kingdom, Embassy of the United States, Embassy of Finland, Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands, Embassy of Switzerland, the Trust for the Americas of the Organization of American States (OAS), Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA), Japanese International Cooperation Agency (JICA), Antorchas Foundation, Fiedrich Ebert Stiftung Foundation, Inter-American Foundation (IAF), Tinker Foundation Inc, The Merck, Sharp and Dohme Foundation and Programa de Promoción de la Reforma Educativa en América Latina (PREAL), World Bank, Inter-American Development Bank, International Republican Institute (IRI), British Council, Inter-American Democracy Network (RID), National Endowment for Democracy (NED), Center for International Private Enterprise (CIPE), Global Development Network (GDN), Global Opportunities Fund (Foreign and Commonwealth Office, UK), Center for International Private Enterprise (CIPE), Partnership for Transparency Fund (PTF), Fundación National Endowment for Democracy (NED), Center for International Private Enterprise (CIPE) and Asociación Empresaria (Argentina (AEA). CIPECC also receives financial support from businesses and private individuals.
CIPPEC submitted its application to the OAS on April 4, 2005.
2.
Name, address, and date of establishment of the CSO.
Name: 
Centro de Implementación de Políticas Públicas para la Equidad y el Crecimiento
Address of Head Office: 
Callao 25, piso 1ª, C1022AAA

Buenos Aires, Argentina

Telephone:
(54-11) 4384-9009

Fax: 
(54-11) 4371-1221

E-mail:
info@cippec.org
Website:
www.cippec.org
Executive Director:
Nicolás J. Ducoté

Date established:
March 30, 2000

3.
Primary areas of activity of the CSO and their relationship to OAS activities

CIPPEC’s purpose is to design and promote public policies aimed at improving living standards in Argentina and influencing the improvement of public services, including healthcare, education, and justice, as well as strengthening democratic institutions at the local, regional, and national level. The following activities of the organization bear some relation to the work of the OAS:
· Analyze and promote public policy, with particular attention to public spending, education, legislative institutions, and public administration in order to foster equity and economic growth.
· Serve as a permanent source of consultation on policy and contribute proposals to public discussions for improving the performance of the state and raising well-being in society.
· Strengthen and legitimize democratic institutions by encouraging participation in citizen oversight of public matters and consolidation of a culture of accountability in representatives and public officials.
· Promote state support for alternative educational initiatives founded on social pedagogy, cooperativism and assistance for excluded sectors of the population, based on the obligation to ensure human and social rights.
· Contribute to the design of viable long-term education policies that improve equity and quality of education, based on the knowledge of provincial situations and through systematic experience comparison. 

4.
CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS
CIPPEC promotes activities designed to foment equity and growth for those who are most vulnerable in Argentina. Contributions by the organization that could be of interest to the OAS include:
· Strengthening of democratic institutions through promotion of citizen participation in public affairs and contribution of a culture of accountability on the part of representatives and public officials.

· Analysis of education, political, judicial, and public administration systems in order to detect needs, opportunities, and obstacles for policy improvement. 
· Creation of more regular contact with public officials, political figures, and young leaders.

· Promotion of access to public information through improvement of information coverage so that individuals and corporations can access up-to-date information and recent investigations. Construction of consensus among scholars, NGOs, and political actors.

· Development of programs that strive for equity in the area of justice, carrying out research on legal needs, implementing projects to satisfy those needs, and strengthening NGOs.

5.
Identification of the OAS work areas in which the CSO proposes to support ongoing activities or to make recommendations on the best way to achieve OAS objectives
CIPPEC works to improve quality of life for the Argentine population by helping to bring about public policy improvements. The Secretariat for Political Affairs and the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development have been identified as spaces where the organization could contribute in the following areas:
· Work on the implementation of the Training Program for Democratic Leaders (CALIDEM) of the Department for the Promotion of Democracy of the OAS Secretariat for Political Affairs, to help strengthen leadership and democratic civic mindedness.

· Work with the Department of Education, Culture, Science and Technology of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) in implementing programs and adopting policies to improve equity and quality in education.
· Work jointly with the Inter-Parliamentary Forum of the Americas (FIPA) and Latin American Parliamentarians Against Corruption (PLACC) to promote transparency measures and in public administration.

· Work with the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA) to assist member states in their justice reforms, facilitating better access to the legal system and greater capability for consolidating the principles of rule of law, human rights, democracy, equality and justice. 

· Assist the Department of Follow-up, Policies, and Programs of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), in designing and monitoring the implementation of decisions adopted in the framework of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) so as to help foster the shared vision for the Americas of promotion and defense of democracy. 
· Hold, in consort with the Department for the Promotion of Good Governance of the Secretariat for Political Affairs, presentations and seminars for reflection and analysis by which to help to promote economic growth through strengthening of democratic governance, building on the framework of the Fourth Summit of the Americas of “Creating Jobs to Confront Poverty and Strengthen Democratic Governance.”

6. Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS

· Letter addressed to the Secretary General, dated April 4, 2005
· Articles of incorporation
· By-laws
· Certificate of legal standing issued by the appropriate oversight organ, Office of the Inspector General of Justice
· Record of appointment of officers
· 2003 annual report
· Financial statements at December 31, 2003 (Audited by: Alejandro H. Massa)
· Financial statements at December 31, 2004 (Audited by: Alejandro H. Massa)
· 2004 annual report
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