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ANALYSIS OF THE ELEMENTS RELATED TO THE APPLICATION BY 

ART CENTER COLLEGE OF DESIGN
TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES
This document was prepared by the Summits of the Americas Secretariat to provide Member States of the Organization of American States (OAS) with information on the civil society organization (CSO) Art Center College of Design (Art Center).
The information contained in this report responds to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”  This document contains a summary and a list of supporting documentation presented by Art Center in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.

1. 
Background

Art Center is a non-profit association founded in 1930 in Pasadena, California, with the objective to provide art and design education through a program of transdisciplinary studies and practical applications. Art Center was created to establish a center and school to encourage the study, teaching, and development of design, art, and their related branches. Art Center receives its funding through foundations, corporate and private donors, and student tuition.
Art Center serves as an educational institution providing instruction in art and design through bachelors and masters programs. Majors include advertising, film, graphic design, photography, and environmental, product, and transportation design. The organization is accredited by the National Association of Schools of Art and Design and the Western Association of Schools and Colleges.

In the interest of promoting community well-being, Art Center College of Design uses its facilities for various public programs, including middle and high school art classes, open enrollment adult classes, and professional development programs for K-12 educators.

In 2001, Art Center’s International Initiatives Department established the Designmatters program to promote partnerships and alliances between Art Center and international aid organizations. Students and faculty involved in the initiative participate in transdisciplinary classes and internships that focus on the social responsibility of design and business practices within humanitarian arenas. The projects have included public service announcements, health campaigns and product design aimed at elderly populations. Art Center also collaborates with the United Nations Department of Public Information contributing to graphics projects.
Art Center submitted its application on April 18, 2006.
2.
Name, address, and date of establishment of the CSO
Name of the Organization:

Art Center College of Design
Address:



1700 Lida Street






Pasadena, CA 91103






USA

Telephone: 



626-396-2301
Fax:




626-598-8560


E-mail address:



richard.koshalek@artcenter.edu
 HYPERLINK "mailto:postmast@manuela.org.pe" 

Website:



http://www.artcenter.edu/

 HYPERLINK "mailto:postmast@manuela.org.pe" 

President:



Richard Koshalek
Director, International Initiatives

and Designmatters:


Mariana Amatullo

Date established:


September 1930
3.
Primary areas of activity of the CSO and their relationship to OAS activities
The main objective of Art Center is to provide professional education in visual arts and design. Its activities are related to those of the OAS in the following areas:
· Develop and implement educational programs to foster appreciation for art and culture in the larger society;

· Promote socially responsible design and business practices; and
· Promote cooperative networks among civil society organizations and multilateral government organizations to address social issues.
4.
CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS
Art Center achieves its objectives through the organization of arts programs in the community, and the implementation of design projects that exhibit social responsibility. In this regard, the following activities that this organization carries out may be of interest to the OAS:

· Promote culture through arts education in the community;

· Support OAS initiatives through the previously mentioned, socially focused Designmatters program;
· Provide the professional design services of Art Center students; and
· Disseminate information to foster public awareness of social issues through varied media. 

5.
Identification of the OAS work areas in which the CSO proposes to support ongoing activities or to make recommendations on the best way to achieve OAS objectives
Art Center would like to assist the OAS in the areas of the promotion of arts and culture and the potential collaboration of design students toward OAS initiatives and graphic needs. In particular, it can assist the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization in the following ways:

· Cooperate with the activities of the Inter-American Committee on Culture (CIC) in contributing different approaches to promoting culture and cultural policy and in encouraging and promoting cultural activities in the United States;
· Support the work of the Department of Education, Culture, Science and Technology of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) of the OAS in offering arts instruction to the community; and
· Disseminate the commitments agreed to by the ministers in the Third Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities.
6.
Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter addressed to the Secretary General dated April 18, 2006
· Financial Statement for 2005 (audited by PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP)
· Art Center financial campaign publication
· Certificate of Amendment and Restatement of Articles of Incorporation enacted on October 16, 1981
· Bylaws (Amended 2002) 

· Annual Report 2001-2004

· Information Catalog

· Designmatters information CD and folder
· Action publication, outlining Art Center’s collaboration with the United Nations
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