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BACKGROUND


At the XXXVII OAS General Assembly in Panama City, Panama, the OAS Member States approved a number of resolutions that recognized that civil society organizations (CSOs) contribute to the workings of the bodies and organizations of the inter-American system, and instructed the Permanent Council to convene special meetings that include participation by CSOs to discuss such issues as strengthening participation by civil society in the areas of human rights and democracy promotion and in OAS activities, and the role of civil society in promoting a democratic culture. Additionally, these resolutions recognized the continued importance of implementing the Permanent Council resolutions that guide civil society participation in OAS activities and that propose strategies for increasing and strengthening participation by CSOs in OAS activities.
Furthermore, the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) was mandated to continue its ongoing work in that area and decided in its 2007-2008 Work Plan to hold a special meeting aimed at strengthening dialogue between the organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS and CSOs. 
Recognizing that the success of these meetings required broad participation by CSOs, the Summits of the Americas Secretariat aimed to promote and facilitate the participation of civil society representatives in the activities planned for the Partnering with Civil Society initiative, a week-long series of events that included a Hemispheric Forum with Civil Society on the topic of the forthcoming XXXVIII OAS General Assembly, a Special Meeting of the CISC and two Special Meetings of the Permanent Council called for in OAS General Assembly resolutions AG/RES. 2351 (XXXVII-O/07) “Civil Society Organizations and the Protection of Human Rights and the Promotion of Democracy” and AG/RES. 2327 “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy: Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter”.
“Partnering with Civil Society” included the following events and activities:
· Hemispheric Forum with Civil Society: “Youth and Democratic Values” 

· Session on Civil Society Participation in the Summits of the Americas Process

· Special Meeting of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) to Strengthen Dialogue with Civil Society Organizations
· Special Meeting of the Permanent Council on “Civil Society Organizations and the Protection of Human Rights and the Promotion of Democracy”
/
· Special Meeting of the Permanent Council on “Civil Society and Strengthening a Democratic Culture”
/
March 10, 2008

HEMISPHERIC FORUM WITH CIVIL SOCIETY: “YOUTH AND DEMOCRATIC VALUES”
/
The Hemispheric Forum with Civil Society on the theme of the XXXVIII General Assembly “Youth and Democratic Values” was held was held on March 10-12, 2008 at OAS headquarters. The purpose of the forum was to foster debate and the exchange of views among civil society organizations that work in areas related to themes of the inter-American agenda, to afford them an opportunity to articulate and compile their recommendations and suggestions. This three-day Forum included plenary sessions as well as smaller, thematic roundtables on the topics that are considered the pillars of the OAS agenda, including strengthening democratic governance, sustainable development, the promotion and protection of human rights, social development and the fight against poverty, and hemispheric security. Given that the theme of the next General Assembly selected by Colombia is youth and democratic values, this topic served as a cross-cutting issue in all of the thematic roundtables.

Welcoming Remarks

The meeting was chaired by the Director of the Summits of the Americas Secretariat, David Morris, who welcomed all the participants to the meeting. He noted that this is the first time the OAS has developed such an extensive and comprehensive series of activities that involve civil society, aiming to foster the exchange of views in areas related to themes of the inter-American agenda.

In her welcoming remarks, Ambassador Suzanne Laporte, Secretary of the OAS Secretariat for External Relations, reflected on the process of civil society participation that has developed at the OAS. She noted that while Member States approved the guidelines for civil society participation in OAS activities as recently as 1999 that the organization had taken concrete action to involve civil society organizations in its work through the creation of a CSO registry with 238 accredited organizations; the compilation of civil society recommendations for OAS Member Governments and technical areas; face-to-face and virtual consultations; and a website devoted to civil society issues. She concluded by urging civil society to make use of the resources within their own countries to communicate directly with their governments and highlighted the importance that the new Secretariat for External Relations places on working collaboratively with civil society.

The OAS Assistant Secretary General, Ambassador Albert Ramdin, noted that the Hemispheric Forum provided a unique opportunity for the OAS, its Member States and representatives of civil society to discuss issues that are critical for the future of the Hemisphere: namely, the important role of youth in consolidating democratic and just societies; and the invaluable work of civil society in promoting a democratic culture in the Americas. He stressed that the work undertaken during the Forum signals the ever deepening commitment and recognition at the highest political levels that social organizations serve as agents of democracy, social change, and progress. Ambassador Ramdin thanked the Government of Colombia for providing an opportunity for civil society to contribute to the content of the Declaration of Medellín, and recognized the presence of youth among the participants, reflecting the efforts of the Organization to include voices of young people in policy dialogues. Finally, Ambassador Ramdin recognized the important role that civil society plays in consolidating democracy and in building societies and institutions that respect human rights and fundamental freedoms, operate in a transparent manner, allow for diverse forms of participation, and work to foster social and economic development.

Ambassador Marina Valère, Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago to the OAS, and Chair of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC), expressed how pleased she was with the diversity and number of civil society representatives present. She praised the Organization for creating an opportunity to receive the views of civil society on the issues of human rights, integral development, good governance and transparency. The Ambassador noted that it was not by chance that given these topics, one of the key reference documents for this Forum was the Inter-American Democratic Charter, in which the 34 democratically elected governments of the hemisphere expressed their firm belief that “democracy, peace, and development are inseparable and indivisible parts of a renewed and integral vision of solidarity in the Americas.” 
Ambassador Valère also referred to her country’s role as host of the Fifth Summit of the Americas, to be held in 2009. She noted the theme selected by Trinidad and Tobago “Securing Our Citizens’ Future by Promoting Human Prosperity, Energy Security and Environmental Sustainability” and reminded that on the occasion of the XXXVII OAS General Assembly, Trinidad and Tobago’s then Foreign Minister emphasized that civil society was increasingly being recognized as an integral pillar on which democracy and development processes are built. Likewise, at the recent meeting of the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) held in Tobago on February 27-28, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Paula Gopee-Scoon, stressed that the quest for solutions to the region’s challenges would be greatly enriched through the process of active and meaningful engagement of all stakeholders. Minister Gopee-Scoon specifically mentioned the representatives of civil society as being the voices of those who have no other recourse to having their positions aired. 

Introduction to the Topic

On behalf of her Government, Ms. Margarita Orozco, Adviser to the Vice-Minister for Multilateral Affairs of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Colombia, introduced the Draft Declaration of Medellín on the theme Youth and Democratic Values, to be adopted at the XXXVIII OAS General Assembly in Medellín, Colombia this coming June. Ms. Orozco stressed the importance of conducting joint work with civil society and described the Hemispheric Forum as an opportunity to enrich the Draft Declaration of Medellín, and to help the Government of Colombia, as well as the bodies of the OAS, to identify the policies and best practices for promoting the wellbeing of the youth of the hemisphere. 

Ms. Orozco noted that her Country selected the topic of this year’s General Assembly taking into account the United Nation’s Youth Report, which describes young people as key actors in the political, social, and economic development of the region. By focusing the General Assembly on youth, the Government of Colombia demonstrates the political commitment of OAS Member States to strengthen youth participation in democratic processes. The government also seeks to fulfill the mandates on youth emanating from the Democratic Charter, as well as resolutions of the General Assembly, Summits of the Americas, and other regional and international forums.

Following these remarks, Mr. David Morris, Director of the OAS Summits of the Americas Secretariat, introduced the agenda of the Partnering with Civil Society week of events, and in particular, the Hemispheric Forum. He highlighted that the conclusions and recommendations of this initiative would be compiled by the Summits Secretariat and distributed to the Member States for their consideration, through their Permanent Missions and Ministries of Foreign Affairs, prior to the XXXVIII General Assembly. In conclusion, Mr. Morris described the Hemispheric Forum as a unique opportunity to promote positive and constructive advances in the policies that affect the quality of life of the youth of the hemisphere. 
Thematic Roundtables to discuss the topics of the Hemispheric Agenda
Participants then broke into thematic roundtables on three broad topics: Democracy and Human Rights, Promoting the Integral Development of the Region, and Strengthening Good Governance and Transparency.

Each roundtable was facilitated by a staff member from the Summits of the Americas Secretariat. Participants of the roundtables included civil society participants, officials of the various areas of the OAS General Secretariat, and representatives of the OAS Member States were also encouraged to participate.  The principal objective of the roundtables was for participants to engage in discussion on the theme of the roundtable as they related to the draft Declaration of Medellín
/ and to dialogue on the text of the draft Declaration as well as other topics of the inter-American agenda, contributing their points of view as well as reconciling their differences of opinion. 

Roundtable participants elected a civil society Rapporteur as well as a Discussion Moderator and   spent the remainder of the afternoon engaged in dialogue regarding the draft Declaration of Medellín.
March 11, 2008

Dialogue on the Human Rights Situation in the Region

Mr. David Morris welcomed all participants to the second day of the Hemispheric Forum with Civil Society and stated that he was impressed with the quality and depth of the dialogue that had taken place within the roundtables on the previous day. The Summits Secretariat Director then noted that the Forum had been planned to coincide with the 131st period of sessions of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR). For this reason, the Forum agenda included a special plenary session to engage in a dialogue on the human rights situation of the region. Mr. Morris introduced representatives of two civil society organizations that are active in the inter-American human rights system to make brief interventions prior to the open dialogue among participants.

Mr. Morris introduced Ms. Ariela Peralta, Deputy Director of the Center for Justice and International Law (CEJIL). Ms. Peralta mentioned the organization’s fight to promote human rights and informed participants that CEJIL seeks to implement international legal norms in countries of the Americas by operationalizing the regional system for the protection of human rights.  CEJIL’s first priority is to obtain reparation for the victims of human rights violations.  The Center also develops litigation strategies, through the mandates of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, to create a sense of good faith among States to help prevent human rights violations from occurring in the future.  The representative from CEJIL pointed out that while OAS Member States are democracies, human rights violations continue to occur and need to be addressed.  Moreover, poverty, as well as racial and gender discrimination, are great challenges that have yet to be overcome.  Finally, the representative of CEJIL noted that while there has been some improvement in the administration of justice in many countries of the hemisphere, marginalized populations still lack access to the justice system and other institutions and benefits associated with democratic society. 

Mr. Carlos Quesada, Latin America Program Director of Global Rights, was then introduced by Mr. David Morris. Mr. Quesada expressed his intention to broaden the discussion by relating Global Rights’ experiences in promoting human rights in the region. He noted that the Inter-American Court and Commission of Human Rights, the General Assembly, the Summits of the Americas, and other inter-American institutions seek to defend human rights.  However, he expressed Global Rights’ desire to increase the attention given to the rights of afro-descendants, given that racial discrimination remains a concern in the region.  Mr. Quesada shared with participants the development of the discussions that are currently taking place in the OAS to prepare a draft Inter-American Convention against Racism, and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance and noted Brazil’s leadership in this area.  Mr. Quesada remarked that civil society has also been an important actor in this process and Global Rights, for instance, has lobbied States for effective participation by civil society.  He further commented that registry with the OAS is an important first step for CSOs as it helps guarantee their effective participation in activities that can influence the Member States, and OAS technical areas and political bodies.  Nevertheless, the speaker noted his concern that there remains a lack of political will among some Member States to enter into a sincere dialogue with civil society.

Mr. David Morris thanked both Ms. Peralta and Mr. Quesada for their informative and interesting observations. He then offered the floor to the civil society participants to make further interventions and pose questions to the speakers.
Patricio Petersen of Foro de Estudios sobre la Administración de Justicia (FORES) stated that access to justice is indispensable to ensuring access to public institutions.  Diana Vegas Castro of Grupo Social CESAP, remarked that it was extremely important to discuss the implications that discrimination based on political association presents to citizens.  Lorena Espinoza, representative of Colectiva Mujer y Salud, posed the dilemma that large portions of the population may be unsatisfied with democracy if it fails to satisfy the basic needs of citizens.  María del Carmen Herrera García, representing Abogadas y Abogados para la Justicia y los Derechos Humanos, A.C., challenged the OAS and its Member States to better protect citizen defenders of human rights in the region and observed that although the Commission has made recommendations to Member States on systematic measures to protect human rights, more than a year has passed without concrete responses.  Rosalba Castillo, representative of Afroamérica XXI, stated that afro-descendant communities must be explicitly mentioned in the Declaration of Medellin and   also remarked that the administration of justice is of central importance in order to fight discrimination against afro-descendants.

After Ms. Peralta and Mr. Quesada were given an opportunity to offer responses to the interventions made by their civil society colleagues, Mr. Morris noted that time for the dialogue on the topic of the situation of human rights in the region had expired. He thanked Ms. Peralta and Mr. Quesada for their participation as well as all other participants and invited all participants for a coffee break prior to the next scheduled session. 
Dialogue with Member States delegations on the Draft Social Charter, the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, and the Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance

The Summits Secretariat Director called the meeting to order and introduced the principal speakers for Dialogue, each of whom is Chairs the OAS political body work involved in preparing the Draft Social Charter, the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, and the Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance.  

Mr. Morris first introduced and offered the floor to Ambassador Denis G. Antoine, Permanent Representative of Grenada to the OAS and Chair of the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI on the Draft Social Charter of the Americas.

Ambassador Antoine expressed his honor at being present in this important forum and sharing with the civil society representatives the current status of the Joint Working Group’s mandates.  The Ambassador explained that after the adoption of the Inter-American Democratic Charter in 2001, that there was a need for a social inclusionary vision of the Hemisphere. Thus, almost three years ago the OAS began the process of negotiating a Social Charter which includes a Plan of Action on the topic. The process of negotiation has been chaired by three OAS Member States so far: Venezuela, Uruguay, and Grenada. Ambassador Antoine noted that the Joint Working Group has been negotiating the Draft Charter’s language in order to address the social and economic challenges of the Hemisphere. Ambassador Antoine pointed out that the negotiations have been very deep and far reaching and attempt to produce a demanding Charter with no shortage of enthusiastic contributions from all regions. He also noted that civil society will be brought into this process once the Joint Working Group has prepared a document to be shared. 

The Summits Secretariat Director then introduced and offered the floor to Counselor Maria Cristina Pereira da Silva, Alternate Representative of Brazil to the OAS and Chair of the Working Group to Prepare a Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance. Counselor da Silva thanked the Summits Secretariat for the invitation to participate in this important dialogue with civil society and proceeded to inform the participants regarding the evolution of the work that has been done within the Working Group. She stated that the Regional Conference in Santiago was the jumping-off point of the racism and discrimination theme. Since the World Conference at Durban, South Africa, many countries in the Western Hemisphere adopted related measures to combat discrimination and she made special mention of her country, Brazil, which created the Special Secretariat of Policy Promotion on Racial Equality). She traces the beginning of the Working Group since 2005 and refers to the important participation civil society has had along this process, especially for the creation of the Draft Convention in 2006 (the first mandate) as well as in the second mandate in 2007. Counselor da Silva explained that when OAS Member States have open consultations, civil society is consulted as well, and the objective is to maintain channels of communication between all of the interested actors in this process, since it is a complex one.

The Summits Secretariat Director then opened the floor for interventions by civil society representatives. Josefina Aguilar of Fundación Q'Ellkaj requested information on how indigenous peoples’ traditions and access to justice are taken into account in the Draft Convention. Ms. da Silva responded with an explanation of how the Draft Declaration on Racism encompasses a broad theme and informed of the other Working Group drafting an American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. The Draft Convention discusses equal access to justice for all peoples without discrimination. 

Another civil society representative requested information on the status of the finalization and approval of the Draft Convention. Ms. da Silva explained how this is a very complicated process since it includes different States with different points of view. She could not give a specific date for the finalization of the Convention but noted that is was unlikely that the negotiation process would wrap up before the next General Assembly in June 2008. 

Catalina Dalpiano, of Corporación Participa, asked about the topics of the Draft Convention that are the most difficult to treat in the negotiation process. Ms. da Silva explained that one of the major difficulties resides in the fact of effectively dealing with different subjects of importance as they relate to the future.

Jermaine Grant, from Society against Sexual Orientation Discrimination (SASOD), asked how citizen groups from throughout the Hemisphere could make contributions to the Draft Convention. Ms. da Silva explained how contributions, comments, and recommendations of civil society are taken into account through different OAS mechanisms, channeled particularly through the Summits Secretariat. The Chair assured civil society of its importance in the preparation of the Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance.

Mr. Morris next introduced and offered the floor to Ambassador Jorge Reynaldo Cuadros Anaya, Permanent Representative of Bolivia to the OAS and Chair of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples,

Ambassador Cuadros thanked the civil society representatives for their important contributions to the work of the OAS and its Member States. The Ambassador then pointed out that while important steps have been taken by Member States to protect the rights of indigenous peoples, human rights standards have been unevenly enforced by governments in the region.  In order to ensure that indigenous peoples are afforded equal rights, the Ambassador recommended that governments and civil society organizations work closely with both the Working Group on the Draft Declaration and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights to develop new standards and metrics to monitor the fair treatment of indigenous peoples.

In addition, Ambassador Cuadros urged Member States to provide citizens with the basic tools and resources to make a decent living.  For example, to confront the problem of landless in Bolivia, the Bolivian Government had incorporated redistributive policies into the national constitution to provide all peoples with the right to land. The Bolivian Legislature also has ratified the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples to demonstrate its commitment to indigenous citizens and to provide an example to other Member States. The Ambassador concluded by thanking the civil society representatives for their contributions.
Mr. Morris expressed his appreciation for the active participation of Ambassadors Antoine and Cuadros and Counselor da Silva in the Forum. He commended all participants for the quality of the dialogue that had taken place and expressed his wish that the speakers bring the results of the dialogue to the respective political bodies that they chair. The session was closed to reconvene after a lunch break.
Dialogue with the OAS Assistant Secretary General on the Hemispheric Agenda

Mr. David Morris then welcomed Ambassador Ramdin, Assistant Secretary General of the OAS, and thanked him for his presence and invited him to take the floor to address the civil society representatives.
The Assistant Secretary General expressed his pleasure at having the opportunity to share his point of view and listen to the thoughts and perspectives of civil society on the topic of youth and democratic values.  Ambassador Ramdin reaffirmed the commitment of the OAS to working with civil society and noted that there is a new wave in the Americas which views civil society as a partner.  He remarked that greater importance must be given to the issue of youth, as sixty percent of the population in the Americas is under 30 years old; therefore, the issue of youth has political as well as security ramifications.  He noted that most youth, even in developed countries, feel marginalized and disaffected and thus structural approaches are necessary.  At the same time, the approach to the issue needs to be diversified to suit the circumstances of the various societies in the region.  Ambassador Ramdin affirmed that the Declaration of Medellín should go beyond words to create mechanisms to effect change and create a sense of urgency and awareness among politicians and legislators.  

The Assistant Secretary General reviewed the work that the OAS has done in this area, including the formation of the OAS Interdepartmental Working Group on Youth, illustrating that youth should be a cross-cutting issue in the Organization.  He remarked that the only way to improve the situation of youth is by working with them and one simple, measurable mechanism which could contribute to this and should be implemented at the national level is the youth congress.  Secondly, he recommended that specific, mandatory educational programs at every level should be implemented to teach youth good citizenship and civic involvement.  He ended by providing several examples to illustrate that the involvement of civil society in democratic processes lessens possibilities for instability.
The Director of the Summits Secretariat thanked the Assistant Secretary General for his intervention and opened the floor to the civil society representatives. 
Ms. Challenger-Bird of the St. Christopher Heritage Society noted her agreement with Ambassador Ramdin’s comment that education is fundamental to ensure that youth become good citizens. 

A civil society representative stated that many programs meant to help those in need do not reach the neediest.  She remarked that many afro-descendants and indigenous peoples have limited resources and thus are unable to travel to regional or national forums; however, if representatives of these groups are not present, their interests will not be defended.
Catalina Delpiano, of Corporación Participa, intervened to ask the Summits of the Americas Secretariat to post the recommendations from the roundtables on their website to inform youth.  She petitioned the Summits Secretariat and the Secretary General to be associates of civil society and to travel to the region’s countries for meetings.  

Mr. Morris thanked all participants for their interventions and particularly noted his appreciation to the Assistant Secretary General for making time in his busy schedule to be present in the Forum and exchange ideas with civil society on the various issues. The meeting was then concluded for the day.
March 12, 2008

Working Session to finalize civil society recommendations for the Special Meeting of the CISC and the two Special Meetings of the Permanent Council

On the morning of March 12, 2008, civil society representatives from each of the three thematic roundtables met to review and further elaborate the recommendations that were the results of the roundtable discussions. The objective of this time was to finalize the recommendations to be presented in the Special Meeting of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) to Strengthen Dialogue with Civil Society Organizations, the Special Meeting of the Permanent Council on “Civil Society Organizations and the Protection of Human Rights and the Promotion of Democracy”, and the Special Meeting of the Permanent Council on “Civil Society and Strengthening a Democratic Culture”.  

Meeting on Civil Society Participation in the Summits of the Americas 

The Summits of the Americas Secretariat Director welcomed all participants to the third day of the Hemispheric Forum and introduced Catalina Delpiano, representative of Chile Participa, and Racquel Smith, representative of the Canadian Foundation for the Americas (FOCAL), who would lead the session on Civil Society Participation in the Summits of the Americas.

Ms. Delpiano and Ms. Smith delivered a PowerPoint presentation on Active Democracy: Citizen Network for Summit Compliance on the Part of Governments entitled “Follow-up Strategy for the Action Plans of Quebec and Mar del Plata.”
 The objective of the Strategy is to provide civil society with the tools to monitor and follow-up on the level of compliance with the mandates established through the Summits of the Americas on the part of 24 Member States, as well as to encourage civil society participation, impact, and knowledge of these multilateral processes. The presentation was followed by a brief question-and-answer session with participation by civil society organizations.

The Alternate Representative of the Permanent Mission of Trinidad and Tobago to the OAS, Counselor Frances Seignoret, noted that Trinidad and Tobago is honored to host the Fifth Summit of the Americas, with the theme “Securing Our Citizens’ Future by Promoting Human Prosperity, Energy Security and Environmental Sustainability.” She stressed the importance of participation by all stakeholders to the Summits Process including OAS Member States, members of the Joint Summit Working Group (JSWG), as well as civil society organizations and members of vulnerable populations. Counselor Seignoret noted that civil society plays a pivotal role in the Summit Process and expressed the desire of the Government of Trinidad and Tobago to a broad and inclusive dialogue with civil society, which would be initiated in a forthcoming hemispheric forum to take place in May in Miami, Florida.
In concluding the session, Director of the Summits Secretariat David Morris, announced the forthcoming launch of a new virtual consultation tool on the Summits of the Americas Information Network website to allow for the ongoing participation and feedback of civil society in the Summits Process. Mr. Morris proceeded to thank all participants for their input and especially that of Ms. Delpiano and Ms. Smith for their presentation on the Active Democracy network.
March 13, 2008

SPECIAL MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE ON INTER-AMERICAN SUMMITS MANAGEMENT AND CIVIL SOCIETY PARTICIPATION IN OAS ACTIVITIES (CISC) TO STRENGTHEN DIALOGUE WITH CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS
/
Ambassador Marina Valère, Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago to the OAS, and Chair of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC), called the meeting to order and welcomed all participants. 

Ambassador Valère stated that the Hemispheric Forum was an opportunity to strengthen civil society participation and to present ideas and recommendations on youth and democratic values. She then explained the methodology for the meeting: the presentation of the recommendations by the rapporteurs of the different roundtables from the Hemispheric Forum followed by a dialogue among civil society and OAS Member States. These recommendations will serve as the basis of the dialogue between the Ministers of Foreign Affairs, the OAS Secretary General, and civil society representatives at the XXXVIII OAS General Assembly to be held in Medellín, Colombia, in June 2008.

The Director of the Summits of the Americas Secretariat expressed his satisfaction with the commitment demonstrated by civil society during the rich discussions that took place in each of the three roundtables on themes related to the XXXVIII OAS General Assembly. He reiterated his appreciation for the presence of the representative of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Colombia and the Assistant Secretary General and expressed his thanks to the Summits Secretariat team for the organization and preparation of this civil society week. Mr. Morris stressed that it was a clear demonstration of democratic values in practice, a richness of dialogue, and transparency in coming to a consensus. 
The Chair then offered the floor to the rapporteur of each thematic roundtable to present the recommendations developed.
/
Lorena Espinoza Peña, representative of Colectiva Mujer y Salud of the Dominican Republic, and rapporteur of the roundtable on Democracy and Human Rights expressed appreciation for the opportunity to make comments on the Draft Declaration. The group proposed that the Draft Declaration be revised using simple language, especially concerning democracy issues, so that it can be understood and operationalized by youth organizations interested in improving their own situation.  In addition, the group suggested that the word “youth” be incorporated throughout the Draft Declaration to emphasize the role that young people play in affecting government policy. The rapporteur of this roundtable also highlighted a number of challenges facing youth, offering OAS Permanent Missions and technical areas different options for tackling them. Finally, the members of the roundtable emphasized the importance of protecting the juridical personality of youth and the expanded collaboration between governments and civil society organizations as being keys to improving the situation of youth in the hemisphere.
The rapporteur of the roundtable on Promoting the Integral Development of the Region, Mirian Natividad Nuñez Maidana, representative from Unión de Profesionales y Empresarios Jóvenes (UPEJ) of Paraguay, noted that the language used in the Draft Declaration is overly paternalistic and should be changed to more effectively engage young people in the design and implementation of government policies.  This roundtable recommended that youth challenges be stated in a present tense, as they require immediate policy and program responses on the part of government officials and also stressed that policies and actions should focus on disadvantaged populations. With regard to public education, the roundtable recommended that Member States expand the coverage, quality, and relevance of basic education, as well as financial support for higher education, in order to meet the needs of the labor market. Also, teachers should be trained in participatory methodologies to be able to inform and empower young people. In relation to labor, a recommendation was forwarded encouraging the creation of policies to support employment generation and entrepreneurship. The group also stated that it was necessary to facilitate access to financing and grants, as well as to promote science and technology in all fields with the support of strategic alliances between governments and NGOs. Concerning youth participation, all forms of discrimination against youth should be eliminated and promotion of minority groups’ autonomous social and political participation enhanced. The roundtable also pointed out that the language used in the Draft Declaration needed to more effectively empower youth as leaders in the fight against poverty, inequality, corruption and environmental degradation.

The rapporteur of the roundtable on Good Governance and Transparency, Marta Eugenia Esquivel Rodríguez, representative of Colegio de Abogados of Costa Rica, emphasized the importance of this space to generate civil society recommendations. According to this roundtable, citizen participation could be enhanced through improved communication mechanisms, the promotion of transparency and access to information, and the simplification of institutional mechanisms for CSO participation in OAS and government activities. The roundtable recommended expanded collaboration between civil society organizations and governments in the collection of census data on youth, the annual dissemination of government statistics, the expansion of the healthy citizen audit, the design of educational programs in civic education (ethics, transparency, human solidarity, access and management of published information), and the strengthening of social and political development.
Following the presentations, the Chair thanked all civil society representatives and noted that recommendations would be published, translated and circulated. The Chair then offered the floor to the delegations of the OAS Member States. 

The Delegation of the United States stated that civil society is a fundamental component of democratic governance and stressed the need to work together to create a vision for our common future. The Delegation agreed with the importance of transparency, poverty, social entrepreneurship, and access to public information and also stressed the importance of education for children and youth to promote and maintain democratic values. 
The Delegation of Argentina supported the creation of additional spaces like this one in which civil society organizations collaborate with governments on issues related to the inter-American agenda. The Delegation of Canada noted that civil society participation is critically important to democratic governance and highlighted the needs of vulnerable groups, cooperation between governments and civil society, education, and dissemination of data on youth. The Delegation of Mexico stated that gatherings such as this one help build consensus between different actors and should be enhanced. 
The Delegation of Venezuela urged that the participation of civil society and other community-based organizations in OAS activities continue to be encouraged. The Delegation of Guatemala emphasized the importance of collecting and disseminating youth statistics in order to improve the policy-making process. The Delegation of Barbados recognized the significance of viewing civil society organizations and NGOs in the region’s small countries as partners to meet the interests of the citizens. Finally, the Delegation of Trinidad and Tobago reiterated its commitment to involve civil society in the next Summit of the Americas, announcing that a hemispheric forum with civil society would be held in Miami, Florida on May 1-2, 2008 in preparation for the Fifth Summit.
The Chair thanked the Delegations for their comments and offered the floor to the Director of the Summits Secretariat who concluded by thanking civil society representatives for their work to develop recommendations that would no doubt enrich the negotiations of the OAS Member States on the Draft Declaration of Medellín at the XXXVIII OAS General Assembly. 

Ambassador Valère recognized the efforts of the Summits of the Americas Secretariat, under the direction of Mr. David Morris, in coordinating the Hemispheric Forum with Civil Society which has resulted in the formulation of the civil society recommendations.  The Chair adjourned the Special Meeting of the CISC.
SPECIAL MEETING OF THE PERMANENT COUNCIL ON “CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS AND THE PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE PROMOTION OF DEMOCRACY” 
The special meeting was inaugurated on Thursday, March 13, 2008 at 2:30 pm.  Ambassador Cornelius A. Smith, Permanent Representative of the Bahamas to the OAS and Chair of the Permanent Council called the special meeting to order. Ambassador Smith noted that this special meeting was convened in fulfillment of AG/RES. 2351 (XXXVII-O/07) “Civil Society Organizations and the Protection of Human Rights and Promotion of Democracy”. The mentioned resolution instructs the Permanent Council to prepare and convene a special meeting to discuss best practices among member states that serve to strengthen participation of civil society organizations, including NGOs, in the areas of human rights and democracy promotion, as well as best practices regarding the participation of civil society organizations in OAS activities relating to human rights and democracy promotion. This meeting will include contributions by and participation of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and civil society organizations, in accordance with the Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.

Ambassador Marina Valére, Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago to the OAS and the Chair of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) reflected that the week’s Hemispheric Forum and in the Special Meeting of the CISC manifests the importance attached to the value of hearing the opinions of all stakeholders of this Organization: the Member States and the representatives of all the citizens of the region. The Ambassador furthermore mentioned that the Government of Trinidad and Tobago, as host country of the Fifth Summit, is committed to effectively engaging with civil society in preparation for the 2009 Port-of-Spain Summit. To that end, Trinidad and Tobago’s National Summit Secretariat in collaboration with the OAS Summits Secretariat has begun to plan a consultation with civil society representatives in early May 2008 to discuss the main pillars of the theme of the Fifth Summit which is “securing our citizens’ future by promoting human prosperity, energy security and environmental sustainability”.

The Chair of the Permanent Council then offered the floor to Diego García Sayán, Judge of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights (IACHR), to deliver an introduction to the topic. Mr. García Sayán provided a brief history of the Inter-American Democratic Charter and emphasized the collaborative nature of the document’s creation, noting that OAS Member States and civil society organizations had worked together in order to establish consensus on the basic pillars of democracy for the region.  Although the document was created over six years ago, Mr. García Sayán pointed out that its application during times of crisis had been limited due in part to the lack of mechanisms for its monitoring and evaluation.  In the intervening years, civil society organizations have played a pivotal role in implementing the articles and mandates of the Charter; developing indicators to measure the effectiveness of governments in the areas of democratic elections, constitutional law, and civil rights and civil liberties.  According to the speaker, the expanded role of civil society in monitoring democracy is not confrontational, but rather complements the work of governments as they seek to strengthen democracy throughout the hemisphere.

The Chair thanked Mr. García Sayán for his introduction and then offered the floor to the Member States to make presentations on best practices that serve to strengthen participation of civil society organizations in the areas of human rights and democracy promotion.

The Delegation from of the United States stressed the need for governments to defend the role of CSOs in protecting and strengthening democracy. The Delegation recommended several best practices and activities that, if implemented by governments, could help support civil society organizations in the strengthening of democracy and human rights, namely, the creation of laws to promote the involvement of NGOs in government policymaking; the development of diplomatic guidebooks on government and civil society collaboration; and the design of indicators that enable governments and NGOs to monitor the implementation of the Inter-American Democratic Charter.  

The Delegation of Venezuela pointed out that the Inter-American Democratic Charter not only deals with the issues of human rights and democracy, but also the challenges of poverty, inequality, and integral development.  The Delegation thanked the civil society representatives for their recommendations and committed to take these into consideration during the negotiations of the Draft Declaration of Medellín and the other resolutions to be adopted by the General Assembly in June 2008.   

The Delegation of El Salvador thanked the civil society representatives for working with their governments and the OAS, noting that their contributions have strengthened the policies and programs of their governments while ensuring the relevance of the OAS agenda.  The Delegations from El Salvador, Canada, and Argentina pointed out that the creation of new mechanisms for civil society participation in OAS activities has greatly enhanced collaboration between CSOs, the OAS, and Member States in the areas of human rights and the environment, in discussions over the Inter-American Democratic Charter, as well as in meetings of the CISC, the General Assembly, and in the Summits of the Americas Process.  
The Delegation of Uruguay noted that the establishment of mechanisms for civil society participation in the OAS needed to be followed by the creation of legislative and legal frameworks at the country-level to enable CSOs to more effectively participate in domestic policymaking processes.

The Delegation of Brazil described the “Peoples’ Councils” that emerged in Brazil during the democratic transition of the 1980s. According to this Delegation, the Brazilian Constitution allows for the decentralized participation of citizen groups in the design, monitoring, and evaluation of public policies at the municipal, state and regional-levels.  During President Lula’s Administration alone, the Government has convened forty national conferences in which these “Peoples’ Councils” have actively participated.

The Delegation of Grenada noted that its government’s national and local constitutions allowed for the participation of civil society organizations in government and development processes.  The Delegation challenged Member States to collaborate with civil society organizations through OAS and local-level activities and urged civil society participants to work with their colleagues and local government officials to implement strategies discussed at this meeting.

The Chair thanked the representatives of the OAS Member States for their interventions and next offered the floor to the OAS technical areas to make presentations related to the participation of civil society organizations in activities of the OAS relating to human rights and democracy promotion.

Pablo Zuñiga, Senior Specialist of the OAS Secretariat for Political Affairs provided an overview of the Secretariat’s key objectives and mechanisms for involving civil society organizations in its activities. According to Mr. Zuñiga, the Secretariat’s departments of electoral observation, sustainable democracy, and state modernization and good governance seek to strengthen the political and democratic processes in the hemisphere by engaging CSOs through a variety of mechanisms and programs. Information sharing is central to the Secretariat’s work, and ministerial and sub-regional meetings as well as electoral observation missions are used to exchange ideas and promote best practices. In addition, the Secretariat maintains close contact with academics and civil society experts, seeking their technical support to implement and evaluate OAS projects as well as to carry out studies related to the Secretariat’s priorities.

Mario Lopez, of the Executive Secretariat of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), discussed the ways in which CSOs have played an expanded role in promoting implementation of the American Convention on Human Rights. Mr. Lopez noted that civil society organizations not only provide the Commission with information on human rights abuses, they also play an integral role in developing the organization’s best practices and in reforming its statutes and rules of procedure. For example, in 1998, a group of one hundred CSOs developed a consensus document with recommendations for improving the internal statutes of the Commission; some of these recommendations were ultimately reflected in a number of the revised articles.  Although this type of coordinated involvement is uncommon, the Commission continues to solicit civil society input through reports and the exchange of best practices.

The Chair thanked the representatives of the OAS General Secretariat for their informative presentations and next offered the floor for presentations and interventions by civil society. The Chair likewise noted that a consultation with civil society had been held in advance and the results of that consultation had been compiled in a document and distributed to all Member States in advance of the meeting.
/
Rapporteurs from each of the three thematic roundtables held in the context of the Hemispheric Forum with Civil Society delivered presentations.
 The following is a brief overview of the recommendations proposed:

· Improve the dissemination of information on OAS activities using the OAS website and Country Offices as focal points.

· Enhance the normative and operational frameworks for civil society participation; guarantee space for civil society participation in OAS political bodies; increase efforts to register CSOs in the OAS; ensure ethnic and gender representation in OAS activities.

· Heighten transparency in OAS decision making processes by reporting on the incorporation and implementation of civil society recommendations in OAS activities, declarations and resolutions.

· Create new opportunities for collaboration between Member States and CSOs to identify practical solutions for regional, national, and local challenges.

· Ensure open dialogue between civil society and Member States at the upcoming General Assembly through an informal dialogue among representatives of CSOs, youth organizations, and Member States.

Following the presentations of the civil society rapporteurs, the Chair offered the floor to other civil society participants to make brief interventions. Humberto Guerrero, representative of Comisión Mexicana de Defensa y Promoción de los Derechos Humanos, congratulated the IACHR for involving civil society organizations in the Commission’s work and recommended that the OAS create mechanisms to institutionalize the type of civil society participation made possible by the Hemispheric Forum. 

Nodegé Dozy of Centro por el Derecho y la Justicia Internacional (CEJIL) emphasized the need for continued collaboration between the OAS, Member States, and civil society organizations.  Recognizing that decision making processes lie in the hands of governments and international organizations, Mr. Dozy underscored the need for civil society representatives to remain abreast of government projects and plans of action.  To promote expanded dialogue between Member States and CSOs, the representative recommended the broad dissemination of information on OAS activities through ICTs and country offices, as well as the institutionalization of an informal dialogue between governments and CSOs at OAS General Assemblies.

José Hugo Rodríguez Amnesty International noted that his organization had submitted a report to Member States offering at least 26 ways to improve civil society participation in OAS activities.  While progress has been made, the representative noted that transparency and information sharing would need to be improved if civil society organizations are to play an effective role in OAS activities.

The Chair then noted that the time had come for closing remarks and offered the floor to Jose Miguel Insulza, Secretary General of the OAS. The Secretary General offered his greetings to the civil society representatives. The Secretary General recognized the achievements of civil society organizations in protecting democracy and human rights in the hemisphere and noted that while the OAS and its Member States have played a key role in developing legal instruments to monitor human rights, civil society organizations have applied these instruments, evaluating the performance of their governments in following through with international treaties and resolutions. While progress still needs to be made, the Secretary General asserted that the continued efforts of CSOs in OAS and government activities would be essential to ensure the continued promotion of human rights and strengthening of democracy in the hemisphere.
The Chair thanked all participants for their presence and their contributions and proposed that the Council take note of the results of the Special Meeting.  There being no other business, the Chair declared the meeting adjourned.
March 14, 2008
SPECIAL MEETING OF THE PERMANENT COUNCIL ON “CIVIL SOCIETY AND STRENGTHENING A DEMOCRATIC CULTURE”
/
The special session was inaugurated on Friday, March 14, 2008 at 10:00 a.m. Ambassador Denis Antoine, Permanent Representative of Grenada to the OAS, called the special session to order. Ambassador Antoine noted that this special meeting was convened in fulfillment of operative paragraph 4 of AG/RES. 2327 (XXXVII-O/07) “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy: Follow-Up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter”. The mentioned resolution recognized the important role of participation by civil society in the consolidation of representative democracy and that this participation constitutes one of the vital elements for the success of development policies.  In this regard, it instructed the Permanent Council to convene a special meeting with civil society organizations, under the Guidelines for Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities, adopted by the Permanent Council in resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) to examine the contribution of these organizations to strengthening a democratic culture in the Hemisphere, pursuant to Article 26 of the Democratic Charter.
The Chair offered the floor to Ambassador Albert Ramdin, Assistant Secretary General of the OAS, to offer welcoming remarks. Ambassador Ramdin recognized the important role of civil society in the OAS and urged Member States to collaborate with CSOs to engage youth.  He recognized civil society as a partner for Member States in promoting and advancing the principles of the inter-American system.  He also called on the youth of the Americas to become a real partner in the process of development.  
Ambassador Valére, Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago to the OAS and Chair of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC), expressed her satisfaction with having over eighty civil society representatives from throughout the hemisphere participating in this week of events.  She described this Forum as a tangible demonstration of the strengthening of democracy and as an important input for the upcoming XXXVIII General Assembly. Finally, she applauded the participants of the Hemispheric Forum for making constructive recommendations on the topics of youth and democracy.

The Chair invited Pablo Zuñiga, Senior Specialist of the Secretariat for Political Affairs, to present on behalf of the OAS General Secretariat on the topic “Civil Society and the Strengthening of a Democratic Culture.” Mr. Zuñiga addressed three thematic points: first, the democratic values of the Inter-American Democratic Charter; second, the promotion of democratic values as a multidimensional challenge involving multiple actors of society; and third, the focus on youth in the promotion of democratic values.  In relation to the first point, Mr. Zuñiga remarked that democratic practices and values are constructed by each society and State within its own context.  The Inter-American Democratic Charter represents the consensus of the thirty-four democratically elected governments of the hemisphere on the democratic values and practices of the inter-American system, which include women’s rights, worker’s rights, democracy as the right of the people, the importance of civil responsibility and participation, transparency, political parties, social and cultural rights, respect for the environment, and universal education.  Next, Mr. Zuñiga emphasized that the most effective approach to learning and teaching democratic values and practices is through exercising them.  He highlighted the importance of creating linkages between formal and non-formal education to facilitate the learning of effective citizen participation.  He stated that many initiatives could achieve improved results with horizontal cooperation between international, national, and local institutions.  Improved coordination is the principal goal of the Inter-American Program of Education in Democratic Values and Practices, a hemispheric alliance adopted by the OAS in the IV Inter-American Meeting of Education Ministers in 2005 that foments research and analysis, professional development and educational resources, and the cooperation and promotion of democratic culture. 

The Chair thanked Mr. Zuñiga for his presentation and opened the floor for interventions by OAS Member States and civil society representatives.

Eliana Bigai Nuñez, representative of Asociación Venezolana de Mujeres presented recommendations emanated from the discussions held in the Forum roundtable on human rights.  She reported that civil society desires more openness on the part of governments and greater opportunities for participation. Ms. Bigai stated that human rights, trust in the government and political parties, and the inclusion of youth are basic requisites for democratic societies.  Member States could increase governmental transparency by planning and implementing participation programs and informing the public of these processes. This would not simply recognize the significance of civil society, but rather would be a strategy for directly affecting policy. She recommended that the IACHR meet three times a year instead of once a year.
Mirian Nuñez Maidana, representative of Unión de Profesionales y Empresarios Jóvenes del Paraguay (UPEJ), presented recommendations emanated from the discussion held in the roundtable on promoting integral development in the region.  She reflected on the importance of transparency in the region, which should be strengthened by broadening possibilities for civil society participation in government institutions. Furthermore, as youth represent the largest segment of the population, it is essential that society involve young people in democratic processes and policy-making and that teachers and adults promote democratic principles in everyday life. 
Terry Miller, representative of Civil Society Bahamas, presented recommendations developed as a result of the dialogue held in the roundtable on the theme of good governance and transparency.  The representative stated that because the findings of the roundtable had been articulated in earlier meetings of the CISC and Permanent Council by his Latin American colleagues, he would present the findings from a Caribbean perspective. He noted that although the Caribbean has a long history of democratic governance, many citizens of the region are not content with the state of democracy in their countries, and see the expanded role of civil society and youth organizations in governance as being central to the strengthening of democracy.  Mr. Miller recommended that civil society work with governments to create mechanisms to promote youth participation, transparency, and access to information, and to develop institutions that promote youth voices.  At the same time, member states should disseminate information regarding youth, develop programs for youth development, regularly disseminate statistics, institute biannual youth reports, and guarantee support to youth associations. 

Racquel Smith, representative of the Canadian Foundation for the Americas (FOCAL), expressed her interest in bringing to the attention of the Member States the Active Democracy Network which is comprised of over 100 civil society organizations from each region of the Americas, including organizations focused on democracy and women’s issues.  This network receives seed funding from the Canadian government, and it has four principle objectives.  First, it consolidates the capacity of CSOs to monitor the Summit mandates.  Second, it establishes alliances between CSOs and governments at the national level to advance these mandates and to increase knowledge of Summit mandates, as well as to increase the quality of the dialogue at the OAS and the Summits of the Americas.  Third, the network monitors access to public information and promotes the decentralization and strengthening of CSOs.  And finally, the organization provides feedback to governments to inform their plans of action. 
The Delegation of Canada welcomed CSOs to the OAS and observed that, in recent years, civil society organizations have evolved from participants to partners within the OAS.  The Delegation thanked the civil society representatives for investing their time and energy to participate in the week of meetings and noted that their recommendations are useful for the lead-up to the General Assembly.

Josefina Aguilar, representative of the organization Q’Ellkaj remarked that in 1990 in Ecuador the indigenous peoples developed an alternative Democratic Charter in efforts to include minorities in democratic processes. Since that time, the representative states, indigenous peoples have achieved inclusion in democratic processes.  Ms. Aguilar observed that indigenous peoples have a different way of seeing things and of participating, and it is therefore important for these sectors to have a voice in the spaces of democratic participation.  She noted that electoral processes often lack cultural diversity and asked the OAS to diversify its electoral observation missions by including indigenous peoples. 
The Delegation of Bolivia applauded the dialogue with civil society and underscored the Delegation’s active participation in the week of activities. The Delegation stated that the Bolivian Government understands that representation should incorporate the indigenous movements and their youth.  In noting the extremely difficult conditions within which many indigenous peoples live, Bolivia wants to foster indigenous patrimony and open its doors to the indigenous peoples of the Americas.  
The Delegation of the United States noted that the focus of the special meeting challenges the OAS to realize the democratic dividend for countries on the path to democracy.  To achieve this dividend it is necessary to work with civil society.  He stated that advances in democracy do not happen overnight or even according to a North American timetable, and that democratic systems with shallow institutional roots can fall short of their goals.
Maria del Carmen Herrera Garcia, of Abogadas y Abogados para la Justicia y los Derechos Humanos, A.C. emphasized the importance of establishing the preconditions for democratic values and remarked on the necessity of creating the institutions to promote education, health, justice, and the protection of human rights.  She asserted that to construct these institutions justice must first be obtained.  
Nicolas Hernandez, of the civil society organization OCASA, explained that OCASA is a network of youth organizations in Colombia that work to strengthen governance and representative democracy.  In this sense, he brought to the attention of the meeting participants, a declaration that was created in 2006 at a youth conference on corruption held in Guatemala.  He read the Youth Declaration, highlighting the contributions which youth can make to reduce corruption and discrimination and to extend the benefits of social policies to young people.  
Maurilio Santiago, of the Centro de Derechos Humanos y Asesoría a Pueblos Indígenas, A.C., stated the need to promote transparency among the democratic governments of the hemisphere due to the fact that loss of confidence in the government results in loss of democratic values.  He emphasized that this confidence has to come from within the authorities of the State themselves.  Mr. Santiago also noted that the family should be valued above all as societal values originate from within the family.  
The Delegation of Guatemala remarked that the principle of equal rights has been institutionalized in the Democratic Charter. The Delegation referred to electoral processes, as enshrined in the Inter-American Democratic Charter and reported that in Guatemala they have greatly advanced the logistics of voting itself given that the logistics of the process are not as problematic as they were years ago when they had problems with irregularities or the buying of votes. The Delegation noted that while the government has improved the electoral process considerably, other challenges, such as campaign financing, still need to be addressed.  

Bevon Currie, of National Youth Development Network, emphasized the importance of engaging young people in the democratic process.  He expressed hope that many civil society representatives would return to their countries and engage the youth to help preserve the culture of democracy.  The representative stated that democratic processes would only be improved if meetings such as these engendered government action, and shared his view that the OAS has set the tone for other organizations to involve young people in these discussions.  
Maria Luis de Garay of the Alliance of Pan-American Roundtables stated that participation in democracy is fundamental to fighting all forms of discrimination emphasized that the young people play an important role in promoting democratic values. The representative furthermore stated that it is important that all youth have access to education in order to strengthen democracy and fight poverty.

The Chair noted that the time for interventions by Member States and civil society representatives had ended and invited Mr. David Morris, Director of the Summits of the Americas Secretariat, to offer closing remarks.

Mr. Morris reflected on the entire week of activities with the objective of serving the Member States, the OAS, and civil society representatives as they move forward from the week and contemplate follow up actions.  The Summits Secretariat Director stated that the week of meetings demonstrates the importance of working with civil society and the need to promote expanded collaboration between CSOs, Member States, and OAS technical areas. He then thanked the Government of Colombia for providing the Draft Declaration of Medellín well in advance of the negotiations among the States, thereby allowing civil society an opportunity to reflect on the contents and prepare specific and focused recommendations for the consideration of the delegations of the Member States as they prepare for the next General Assembly.  Mr. Morris concluded by thanking those civil society representatives that traveled to the meetings using their own resources and expressed his commitment to deepening the participation of civil society in OAS activities in the future.
The Chair thanked Mr. Morris for his closing remarks and proposed that the Council take note of the dialogue and presentations that had taken place in the special meeting. There being no other business, the Chair declared the meeting adjourned.
ANNEX I
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PARTNERING WITH CIVIL SOCIETY

HEMISPHERIC FORUM WITH CIVIL SOCIETY: 

YOUTH AND DEMOCRATIC VALUES

Agenda

March 10-12, 2008

Hall of the Americas

17th Street and Constitution Ave, N.W., Washington, D.C.
The central theme for the thirty-eighth regular session of the OAS General Assembly, to be held in Medellin, Colombia, from June 1 to 3, 2008, will be “Youth and Democratic Values.” As is customary, the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the region will discuss and adopt resolutions on various topics on the inter-American agenda, such as the use and management of energy resources, reduction of natural disasters, elaboration of the Social Charter of the Americas, democratic governance, promotion and protection of human rights, follow-up on the mandates of the Summits of the Americas, economic and social development, the fight against poverty and promotion of social inclusion, hemispheric security, the situation of children, the fight against corruption, strengthening of democracy, and conflict resolution and crisis management, among others.  

For that reason, on March 10-12, 2008, the Summits of the Americas Secretariat, in collaboration with the Secretariat for Political Affairs, will hold the Hemispheric Forum with Civil Society: Youth and Democratic Values.  The purpose of this Forum is to foster the exchange of views among civil society organizations that work in areas related to themes of the inter-American agenda, to afford them an opportunity to articulate and compile their recommendations and suggestions.  In that regard, the Hemispheric Forum with Civil Society is intended not only to enhance current relations between civil society and the OAS, but also to broaden the channels for civil society participation in the follow-up of the mandates adopted in the Declarations and Plans of Action of the Summits of the Americas as well as in the OAS General Assemblies.
On March 13 and 14, civil society representatives will engage in dialogue with the OAS member states at the Special Meeting of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) and two Special Meetings of the Permanent Council held pursuant to General Assembly resolutions AG/RES. 2351 and AG/RES. 2327.  During these meetings, civil society representatives will present the recommendations elaborated in the Hemispheric Forum.  Likewise, the outcomes of the Forum will serve as the basis of the Dialogue between the Ministers of Foreign Affairs, the OAS Secretary General, and civil society representatives at the thirty-eighth regular session of the General Assembly.

Pertinent documents:

1. Draft Declaration of Medellín: Youth and Democratic Values (CP/doc.7259/08) 

2. Inter-American Democratic Charter 

3. Resolutions approved by the XXXVII OAS General Assembly of Panama City, Panama

4. Declaration on Security in the Americas

Note: Documents will be made available on the OAS Civil Society Webpage: www.civil-society.oas.org 

Participants:

· Representatives of civil society organizations and networks

· Permanent and alternate representatives of the OAS member states
· Personnel of the OAS General Secretariat

March 10, 2008
8:30-10:00 a.m.
Registration
10:00-10:20 a.m.
Welcoming remarks
Ambassador Suzanne Laporte, General Secretariat, OAS

Ambassador Albert Ramdin, Assistant Secretary General, Organization of American States 

Ambassador Marina Valère, Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago to the OAS, and Chair of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC)

10:20-10:30 a.m.
Introduction 
Mrs. Margarita Orozco is the Adviser to the Vice-Minister for Multilateral Affairs of Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Colombia

Mr. David Morris, Director, Summits of the Americas Secretariat, OAS

10:30 – 11:00 a.m.
Coffee Break
11:00-1:00 p.m.
Thematic Roundtables to discuss topics of the Hemispheric Agenda

Technical support and discussion guidelines to be provided by officials of the OAS General Secretariat
· Democracy and Human Rights (Guerrero Room)

· Promoting the integral development of the region (Colon Room)
· Strengthening good governance and transparency (Miranda Room)
1:00 - 2:00 p.m.
Lunch break
2:00 - 5:30 p.m.
Continuation of Thematic Roundtables  
March 11, 2008

9:30 -11:30 a.m.
Dialogue on the human rights situation in the region 

11:30 - 11:45 a.m.
Coffee Break 

11:45 - 1:45 p.m.
Dialogue with Member States delegations on the Draft Social Charter, the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, and the Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance 

1:45 - 3:00 p.m.
Lunch break
3:00 – 5:30 p.m. 
Dialogue with the OAS Assistant Secretary General on the Hemispheric Agenda
March 12, 2008

9:30 – 1:00 p.m.
Working Session to finalize civil society recommendations for the Special Meeting of the CISC; the Special Meeting of the Permanent Council to Strengthen Dialogue with Civil Society Organizations; and the Special Meeting of the Permanent Council: Civil Society Organizations and Protection of Human Rights and Promotion of Democracy (Guerrero Room)
2:00 – 5:30 p.m.
Meeting on Civil Society Participation in the Summits of the Americas (Guerrero Room)
ANNEX II

CIVIL SOCIETY RECOMMENDATIONS

Special Session of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC)

Roundtable:   “Democratic values: rights and responsibilities”

1.
Change the wording of the Declaration by incorporating language that explicitly lists or mentions vulnerable groups such as afro-descendents, women, indigenous peoples, the sexually diverse, by sexual preference and by gender identity, among others. To give women visibility and to acknowledge the principle of equality, it is important to incorporate “non-sexist” language. 

2.
Update language and terminology to match that currently in use by international organizations, including the OAS.
3.
It is recommended that the integral and inalienable nature of human rights be acknowledged in the different points of the Declaration.
4.
Specifically, include vulnerable populations such as afro-descendents, indigenous peoples, migrants, and persons discriminated against due to their sexual preference, identity or gender expression.

5.
Need to identify the democratic values, as explicitly expressed in Article 3 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, that are being constantly referred to in the Draft Declaration of Medellin.

6.
Use of adequate, clear, simple and common language with regard to the terminology of democracy expressed in the Inter-American Charter. This document must reach young people because it is with them that a democratic society is and will be built.  This would be the way to underpin any educational process to shape young people that will actively participate in the democratic processes in each nation.
7.
The Draft Declaration makes reference to the various problems that exist in societies in the Americas, therefore, it is necessary for the states to express more clearly how they will confront those problems in order to dignify the lives of young people.  Specifically, it is suggested: that   the different points be organized based on the human rights recognized throughout the Declaration without excluding sexual and reproductive rights.  The Declaration makes reference to early pregnancies, to HIV-AIDS, but not to the core problem which is the sexual rights of young people. 

8.
The Declaration could be structured in such a way that it reflects clearly the themes relating to human rights. 

9.
The guarantee of the right of youth to juridical personality and to identity documents must be included for the full exercise of their rights and for their access to services that will enable their development on more equal bases. 

10.
We face the challenge of teamwork, governments and civil society.

Roundtable:  “Promoting the integral development of the region”

1.
The Draft Declaration:

- is presented in a very paternalistic way and it is recommended that the focus be changed in order to ensure the real involvement of youth (e.g.: for youth, must be…with youth). However, a permanent process of education and training by governments and civil society is needed.  

- In the document, young people are a consideration in the future, but young people demand urgent answers, and this is directly related to governance and to the viability of democracy. 

2.
Reiterate that policies and actions must be targeted to the most disadvantaged youth. 

3.
Reaffirm and acknowledge the important role played by civil society in carrying out actions and strengthening the full participation of civil society in the design, validation and implementation of youth development programs and projects.  

Education

9.
Reiterate the commitment to continue to improve coverage, access, quality and relevance of basic education; expand access, enrollment and use of higher education; support the continuous enrollment of young people in the education system in order to meet the needs of the labor market and enhance the full exercise of their rights and responsibilities as citizens.  

10.
Reiterate that teachers and community leaders be trained in democratic, participatory and entrepreneurial methodologies in order to inform and train the youth. 

Work
12.
Young people demand more employment opportunities, therefore, it is necessary to formulate policies that generate jobs and adequate salaries, as well as, in partnership with the private sector and academia, design and implement programs to support entrepreneurship, supported by public policies on education, business management, technical training and by programs that facilitate access to financial tools such as risk capital pools, seed capital, start-up loans, subsidies, guidance, and provide continuous support in terms of promoting sustainable businesses owned by young people.

4. Promote science, technology and innovation in all areas of public, political, cultural, social and economic development with the support of strategic alliances between business, academia, government, non-governmental organizations and cooperation agencies. 

Youth participation
11.
Reaffirm the commitment to eliminate all forms of discrimination against youth based on age, gender, handicap, race, ethnicity, religion, sexual preference and gender identity, socio-economic status or cultural expression to promote the participation of young people belonging to indigenous peoples, afro-descendents and other minority groups in the dynamics of development and in the democratic process.

13.
Encourage the participation of youth in the political and social arenas and promote the formation of independent youth organizations, including promoting social entrepreneurship in order that they may channel, collectively and democratically, their ideas and expectations in society.

It is imperative that we recognize youth as the strategic capital of our countries to confront poverty and to ensure democratic governance.

Suggestions:

· In general, the wording of the document must reflect the firm and present day commitment of the governments and not a future commitment. 

· The English translation must capture the context, meaning and spirit of the Spanish expressions. 

Roundtable:  “Strengthening good governance and transparency”

The point that the involvement of young people in civic and political affairs is essential in any society was underscored in the roundtable “Strengthening good governance and transparency.” In that sense, the following objectives must be targeted:  a) promote communication and discussion mechanisms, b) foster transparency and access to information taking cultural diversity into account, c) encourage the training of young critics and d) motivate institutions to implement clear and simple mechanisms to listen to and to promote the voice of youth.  

In order to accomplish this, there must be a convergence of actors and a confluence of efforts within the various civil society organizations and within government. 

At the same time, it is necessary to propose concrete, simple, measurable, relevant and implementable measures within a given timeframe. Only through them will real change and improvement be made to achieve the objectives previously described.  

The following measures are proposed grouped along five central ideas:

1.
Promote the compilation and dissemination of youth related census data in member states in order to define public policies, plans, programs and projects:

· Disseminate statistics through an adequate dissemination system with an established frequency; have updated reports, at least semi-annually, on the situation of youth. 

· Acknowledge the importance of youth participation through the healthy citizen audit. Encourage governments to guarantee the conditions for young people to be able to associate and conduct social audits of the performance of national and local governments. 

2.
Recommend that member states design educational programs that take into account such elements as: forums for youth to dialogue, communicate and to introduce proposals for improvements. 

· Include culture as a vehicle for the positive transformation of youth. 

· Encourage governments to hold annual project competitions where young people may propose concrete measures regarding good governance, transparency and incentives for youth participation.  

3.
Strengthening of civil society organizations to evaluate compliance with OAS mandates: 

· Ratify paragraphs 31 and 32 of the Declaration of Mar del Plata with regard to the social exclusion of afro-descendent populations and, specifically, of youth in terms of poverty, employment and education;

· Specially, ratify the Inter-American Convention against Corruption and the implementation of the system of visits in the third round of follow-up mechanisms of CICC. 

4.
Implement civic education programs that take into account such concepts as ethics, transparency and the access to public information as fundamental human rights. 

5.
Considering that political development and strengthening are essential to the sustainability of a democratic society, we suggest:

· Development of systems of investigation and control of illegal practices such as vote buying, political patronage and influence peddling;

· Making public information on candidates who have been sentenced by the judicial system in order to protect the interests of  younger generations;

· Promote policies and laws that regulate the source and the use of funds by political parties, candidates and electoral entities to finance party activities and electoral campaigns.

Draft Declaration of Medellín: “Youth and Democratic Values”

· The OAS must enshrine the concept of education of ethical values and integrity.

· We applaud the provisions proposed in the Draft Declaration (paragraph 4) and we request that the concept of formal and non-formal education in ethical values, integrity and democratic practices be included. This will help youth develop skills and abilities in democratic life and in the full exercise of human rights. 

· Paragraph 4 of the Draft Declaration of Medellín: Reaffirm the commitment to promote formal and non-formal education in democratic values and practices in order to develop skills and abilities among the young population for life in democracy and the full exercise of human rights. 

ANNEX III

CIVIL SOCIETY RECOMMENDATIONS 

Special Session of the Permanent Council pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2351 “Civil Society Organizations and the Protection of Human Rights and Promotion of Democracy”

Roundtable: “Democratic values: rights and responsibilities”

Civil Society Proposal.
That the Summits Secretariat, pursuant to the mandate bestowed  in the office by member states, incorporate the direct participation of civil society in the control and follow-up of resolutions adopted by the political organs, as well as in certifying the quality of the information received, and to recommend what reforms member states should plan, develop, design and implement. This process should produce periodic reports that would be published on the OAS web page in order to provide the public information on what progress has been made.  

Likewise, we propose steps to be taken in the following areas which will help ensure the effective participation of civil society

· To have the tools, viable regulatory and operational frameworks to ensure participation.

· Presence; make sure that representatives of civil society are present in the sessions held by political entities where decisions affecting the lives of people are adopted and, also, help finance their presence at those sessions, whether governments agree or not, in order to maintain the independence of the organizations.  

· Access to information, transparency and accountability.  

· Dissemination and promotion.  A) The OAS will be responsible for disseminating information regarding the importance of civil society’s participation in the policies adopted by member states and even by the political and legal organs of the OAS. B) Optimize the presence of OAS through its field offices in the countries of the region and by opening offices in countries where none exist, so that they may serve as a link between the OAS and civil society.  

Roundtable: “Promoting the integral development of the region”

1.
Promote in civil society registration with OAS. 

2.
That states provide more information about the various activities of the OAS since it is perceived, primarily, as a political organization.  

3.
Provide forums like the OAS web site targeted to civil society; information is received laterally but not bilaterally. 

4.
Greater transparency in its resolutions: that draft documents be widely distributed and discussed with civil society. 

At the national level:

5.
The role of regional offices: promote their visibility, activities and interaction with civil society and in those countries where no offices exist, establish clear mechanisms for civil society to communicate and participate. 

6.
That at the national level, governments call on civil society organizations so that they may outline the priorities of the sectors they represent and contribute recommendations and useful information about what is taking place in society. In addition, this mechanism will help promote interaction with civil society. 

Roundtable:  “Strengthening good governance and transparency”

We would like to begin by acknowledging the valuable forum provided by the OAS for civil society’s participation.  The meeting that brings us together this week illustrates the interest in building bridges between the OAS and those of us who work in civil society organizations, but the process must be continuous, encompassing and dynamic. I will now summarize the recommendations made by group three to the Permanent Council in order to intensify civil society’s participation in OAS activities. 

Fight against corruption

1.
We urge member states to formalize civil society’s participation in the meetings of the Experts Committee of the Follow-Up Mechanism of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption, and could be permanent observers of the committee’s activities.
2.
We call attention to the need for states to support and promote the participation of civil society organizations in the follow-up mechanism of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption, specially, in the preparation of its independent reports. In that regard, we call attention to the lack of participation by civil society organizations in the Caribbean region.  

Inclusion 

3.
We urge that OAS activities take into account criteria for ethnic, gender and generational inclusion. 

Training
4.
We urge that OAS, through the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities, design effective training strategies to educate civil society about OAS activities and the mechanisms whereby civil society can participate in those activities.  

OAS Field Offices 

5.
That OAS offices and representatives in the countries foster contact with and participation by civil society organizations informing them of the various available tools and mechanisms for their participation.  

Permanent Discussion

6.
That the OAS promote permanent forums for effective participation on: i) Strengthening good governance and transparency. ii) the promotion of democratic values. iii)

General Assembly 

7.
The promotion of open and participatory forums during the XXVIII General Assembly in Medellín similar to the informal dialogue carried out by the OAS Secretary General during the General Assembly in Panama in 2007. 

Youth
Make an urgent call for the OAS commitment to youth participation to be a real effort and not an empty speech.  During the consultation meeting in which we have taken part this week we have actively discussed the central theme, “The General Assembly, youth and democratic values.” I would like for those of you who have taken part in the meeting this week and who are under 30 years of age, to raise your hands.  There is still time to make every effort in order that, during the General Assembly, young people are not only a subject of discussion but also active participants in the discussion.

· Democratic culture is not mentioned as an element of development. Include the subject of culture as a factor in development. 

· Promote the participation of women and include a convention. 

· Strengthen a process and those responsible for monitoring it. 

· A parallel congress led by young people was held in Ecuador.  They followed the methodology of the General Assembly.  Hundreds of young men and women from different countries met and conducted roundtables.  We propose a similar activity.  
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�.	As mandated by OAS General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2351 (XXXVII-O/07) “Civil Society Organizations and the Protection of Human Rights and the Promotion of Democracy”


�.	As mandated by OAS General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2327 “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy: Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter”


�.	The Agenda of this meeting is included in Annex 1


�.	The document of reference utilized was the Draft Declaration of Medellín: Youth and Democratic Values presented by the Government of Colombia and contained in document CP/doc.7259/08.


�.	This PowerPoint presentation is available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.civil-society.oas.org" ��www.civil-society.oas.org� and by clicking on the weblinks � HYPERLINK "http://www.civil-society.oas.org/English/Metod_Dem_Activa_En.ppt" ��English� and � HYPERLINK "http://www.civil-society.oas.org/Spanish/Metod_Dem_Activa_Sp.ppt" ��Spanish�.


�.	The Agenda for this meeting is contained in document CP/CISC-356/08 rev.1


�.	Please see Annex II for the full text of the interventions presented by the thematic roundtables


�.	Document CP/CISC/INF.2/08


�.	The full text of the interventions delivered by each of the Rapporteurs of the thematic roundtables is included as Annex III


�.	The Order of Business for this meeting is contained in document CP/OD.1636/08
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