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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN the report of the Permanent Council on the implementation of resolution AG/RES. 2338 (XXXVII-O/07), “Support for and Follow-up to the Summits of the Americas Process” (AG/doc.----/08);

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT resolution AG/RES. 2318 (XXXVII-O/07), “Implementation of the Declaration of Recife,” and the report of the General Secretariat on follow-up to this resolution and on the activities of the High-Level Inter-American Network on Decentralization, Local Government, and Citizen Participation (RIAD) (CP/CISC/doc.);

RECALLING resolutions AG/RES. 1901 (XXXII-O/02), “Declaration of La Paz on Decentralization and on Strengthening Regional and Municipal Administrations and Participation of Civil Society”; AG/RES. 1993 (XXXIV-O/04), “Mexico City Plan of Action on Decentralization and Strengthening of Municipal and Regional Administrations and Citizen Participation”; and AG/RES. 2173 (XXXVI-O/06), “The Declaration of Recife,” adopted, respectively, following the first, second, and third Meetings of Ministers and High-Level Authorities Responsible for Policies on Decentralization, Local Government, and Citizen Participation at the Municipal Level in the Hemisphere;

RECALLING ALSO that the ministerial meetings on decentralization and the RIAD were established to provide support and institutional follow-up to the commitments undertaken by the Heads of State and Government at the Summits of the Americas in Santiago, Chile (1998) and Quebec City (2001), and those undertaken in the Declaration of Nuevo León (2004) and in the Plan of Action of the Fourth Summit of the Americas, held in Mar del Plata, Argentina (2005); and

AGAIN REAFFIRMING the recognition by the Summits of the Americas of the potential of regional and municipal governments to address and help strengthen democratic governance in the Americas,

RESOLVES:

1. To note progress made in programming the activities of the network and in General Secretariat planning in preparation for the next ministerial meeting of RIAD.

2. To urge the RIAD to continue efforts towards consolidating the work undertaken by its steering committee, comprised of Brazil, Chile, Costa Rica, Jamaica, and Mexico, with the support of the technical secretariat, the Department of State Modernization and Good Governance of the Secretariat for Political Affairs.  In that connection, to consider convening technical meetings for the exchange of experiences and expertise on decentralization processes in the quest for solutions to challenges of mutual interest.
3. To renew the mandate to the Permanent Council to convene the next ministerial meeting of the RIAD, within the resources allocated in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.

4. To request the General Secretariat to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-ninth regular session on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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