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I. INTRODUCTION

The Permanent Council, at its meeting on July 31, 2002, merged the Special Committee on Inter-American Summits Management with the Committee on Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities.  This Committee, the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC), is charged with coordinating the activities that the Summits of the Americas assign to the Organization of American States and civil society participation in OAS activities and the Summit Process.


The present report refers to the activities of the CISC in the 2007-2008 period, which addressed the mandates emanating from the Summits of the Americas and the General Assembly of the Organization as well as the functions assigned by the Permanent Council of the Organization.  This report reflects the achievements of specific activities devised by the members of the Committee to carry out the mentioned mandates.

II. OFFICERS

On behalf of the host of the Fifth Summit of the Americas and Chair of the Summit Process, the Permanent Representative of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, Ambassador Marina Valere, assumed the Chairmanship of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities on September 12, 2006.  Ambassador Glenda Morean-Phillip presented her credentials as Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago to the OAS on April 30, 2008, succeeding Ambassador Valere and thereby assuming the Chairmanship of the CISC.

The OAS General Secretariat exercises the function of technical secretariat of the CISC, and plays a special role in the provision of information related to all of the themes under consideration by the Committee and in the coordination of civil society organizations’ engagement with the OAS and involvement in the Summits Process.  The areas of the OAS/GS designated to provide technical secretariat services to the CISC are the Summits of the Americas Secretariat and the Secretariat of External Relations.

III. SPECIFIC MANDATES

The Permanent Council, at its meeting of July 12, 2007, through document CP/doc.4238/07 rev. 2, assigned the CISC the following General Assembly resolutions for its follow up and implementation: AG/RES. 2310 (XXXVII O/07) “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in the Activities of the Organization of American States and in the Summits of the Americas Process”; AG/RES. 2338 (XXXVII O/07)  “Support for and Follow-Up to the Summits of the Americas Process”; and AG/RES. 2351 (XXXVII O/07)  “Civil Society Organizations and the Protection of Human Rights and Promotion of Democracy.”

Likewise, the Committee studied the mandates contained in AG/RES. 2318 (XXXVII O/07) “Implementation of the Declaration of Recife.”
To fulfill these mandates, the Chair presented a Work Plan (CP/CISC-342/07 rev. 1), which was approved by the CISC at its meeting on September 18, 2007.

IV. ACTIVITIES CARRIED OUT


The CISC held five (5) regular meetings and one (1) special meeting during this reporting period.  At these meetings, the Committee considered the topics of civil society participation in OAS activities and the Summits of the Americas Process; follow-up of the mandates from the Summits of the Americas; and the High-Level Inter-American Network on Decentralization, Local Government, and Citizen Participation (RIAD).
A. Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities

In accordance with resolution AG/RES. 1991 (XXXIV-O/04), “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities,” the Committee considered, during this reporting period, twenty two (22) requests from civil society organizations to be entered into the registry of civil society organizations of the OAS.  Of these requests, the CISC recommended and the Permanent Council approved all twenty two (22).  From previous reporting periods, the CISC decided to withdraw one (1) request by a civil society organization to be entered into the registry and transmitted three (3) civil society requests to the Permanent Council for its further consideration of the matter.

In this sense, the Chair, during the meetings of the CISC, underscored the importance of conforming to the criteria and parameters established in the Organization’s rules and regulations, particularly those contained in resolutions CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) and CP/RES. 840 (1361/03), when studying these applications.


The CISC considered and approved, during its meeting on May 20, 2008 the draft resolution “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities and in the Summits of the Americas Process” (CP/CISC-363/08 rev. 2), presented by the Chair.  This resolution takes into account the guidelines and strategies for the participation of civil society organizations in OAS activities that were approved in resolutions CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities” and CP/RES. 840 (1361/03) “Strategies for Increasing and Strengthening Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”


Likewise, the CISC considered the important mandate emanating from the Summits of the Americas, which recognized the role of the OAS in the follow up and implementation of the mandates from the Summits of the Americas and instructed the General Secretariat to coordinate the participation of civil society in the Summit Process.

Furthermore, in relation to the Dialogue between the Heads of Delegations of the Member States and representatives of civil society during the Thirty-eighth regular session of the OAS General Assembly, the Chair of the CISC, the Permanent Mission of the Republic of Colombia to the OAS, and the Secretariat for External Relations, carried out appropriate efforts to ensure ample civil society participation.

To this end, the Summits of the Americas Secretariat held the Hemispheric Forum with Civil Society: “Youth and Democratic Values” on March 10-12, 2008 at OAS headquarters.
  The purpose of the Forum was to encourage increased discussions and the exchange of ideas among civil society organizations that are interested in Summits mandates and carry out activities related to the themes of the inter-American agenda.  The recommendations included in the report on the week of activities with civil society (CP/CISC-359/08 “Report on Partnering with Civil Society”) were presented to the member states in the special meeting of the CISC to strengthen dialogue with civil society organizations held March 13, 2008.
  The mentioned recommendations will also serve as a basis for the dialogue that will be held with representatives of civil society organizations and Heads of Delegation of the Member States and the OAS Secretary General at the thirty-eighth regular session of the OAS General Assembly.

Additionally, in fulfillment of the mandate to promote civil society participation in the Summits of the Americas process, the Summits of the Americas Secretariat of the OAS General Secretariat collaborated with the Government of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago to hold the Civil Society Hemispheric Forum: “Securing our Citizens’ Future by Promoting Human Prosperity, Energy Security and Environmental Sustainability” on May 1-2, 2008 in Miami, Florida.  The purpose of the Forum was to exchange points of view on the theme and concept paper of the Fifth Summit of the Americas in order to develop recommendations for consideration by Member States in their discussions prior to the Fifth Summit of the Americas.  The recommendations generated by the civil society participants of the Forum were presented to the National Secretariat for the Fifth Summit of the Government of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago for its consideration as it elaborates the draft outcome document for the Fifth Summit of the Americas to be negotiated by the member states.
B. Support for and follow-up to the Summits of the Americas Process

In compliance with resolution AG/RES. 2338 (XXXVII O/07)  “Support for and Follow-Up to the Summits of the Americas Process,” the General Secretariat, through the Summits of the Americas Secretariat, supported the meetings of the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) held in follow up to the mandates emanating from the Summits of the Americas.  Specifically, the Summits Secretariat contributed to the organization of the forty-seventh meeting of the SIRG at the Ministerial Level on June 5, 2007 held in the framework of the thirty-seventh regular session of the OAS General Assembly, and the forty-first meeting of the SIRG held on February 28-29, 2008 in Tobago, Republic of Trinidad and Tobago. 
In support of the Member States in the implementation of the Fourth Summit commitments, and in its capacity as the institutional memory of the Summits Process, the Summits Secretariat is coordinating the production of the report by the institutional members of the Joint Summit Working Group (JSWG), “Implementation of the Declaration and Plan of Action of Mar del Plata.”  This document will present the projects and programs that were implemented as well as the resources that were available during the course of the 2007-2008 period, in order to comply with the commitments made in the context of the Fourth Summit of the Americas.  The report will be distributed for the consideration of the OAS member states at the meeting of the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) at the Ministerial Level, to be held on June 2, 2008 in the framework of the thirty-eighth regular session of the General Assembly of the Organization.

To support the Host Government of the Fifth Summit of the Americas and the member states in preparation for the next Summit of the Americas in 2009, the Summits Secretariat coordinated the compilation and editing of the report “Consultation on the Preliminary Concept Paper by the Government of Trinidad & Tobago for the Fifth Summit of the Americas.”  In this report, the Joint Summit Working Group (JSWG) collectively responded to the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago’s Preliminary Concept Paper, providing the Host Government with constructive suggestions to make the final version of this document as strategic as possible.

The Summits Secretariat is currently engaging in an ongoing process with the JSWG, in coordination with the National Secretariat for the Fifth Summit of Trinidad and Tobago of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, to identify the projects, programs, resources and performance measurement frameworks that can support the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain scheduled to be tabled in the framework of the SIRG in 2008. 

At its meeting on May 20, 2008, the CISC considered and approved the draft resolution, presented by the delegation of Trinidad and Tobago, “Support for and Follow-up to the Summits of the Americas Process” (CP/CISC-360/08 rev. 2)
C. The Declaration of Recife
In fulfillment of resolution AG/RES 2318 (XXXVII-O/07), “Implementation of the Declaration of Recife,” the Committee considered the report presented by the Department of State Modernization and Good Governance (DSMG) of the Secretariat for Political Affairs (SPA) of the OAS.  In the mentioned report, the DSMG highlighted the background to its report, as well as activities of the High-Level Inter-American Network on Decentralization, Local Government and Citizen Participation, carried out with the collaboration of the technical secretariat and aimed at making progress on action indicated by the Declaration of Recife in support of Summit commitments on local governance. 
Furthermore, at it meeting of May ​20​, 2008, the Committee considered and approved the draft resolution “Follow-Up to the Declaration of Recife,” (CP/CISC-361/08 rev.2) presented by the Permanent Mission of Brazil. 

V. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Twenty two (22) new civil society organizations were registered during this period, bringing the total number of civil society organizations in the OAS registry to 245.


With regard to the follow up activities of the Summits of the Americas Process, the OAS, through its organs, agencies, and entities, focused its activities on the fulfillment of Summits of the Americas mandates, especially those issued at the Fourth Summit of the Americas.


The Committee is pleased to conclude that the Organization of American States continues to play an active role in the follow-up and implementation of Summits of the Americas initiatives and in promoting the participation of civil society in OAS activities and the Summits of the Americas Process.


Likewise, the Committee believes that it is fundamental that the General Secretariat continue providing the necessary support to effectively follow up on the mandates of the Summits of the Americas, which include the methodological and technical support for the implementation of those mandates and assessment of progress in achieving their objectives, as well as all necessary efforts to ensure linkages of Summits mandates with the inter-American ministerial and sectorial meetings. Such support should also include the work of coordinating and promoting the effective participation of civil society in the activities of the OAS and the Summits Process.


The Committee acknowledges the General Secretariat, in particular the Summits of the Americas Secretariat, the Department of International Affairs of the Secretariat for External Relations, the Department of State Modernization and Good Governance of the Secretariat for Political Affairs, and the Secretariat of the Permanent Council, for all their support during this period.


This report and the attached draft resolutions reflect the recommendations of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities for future action and will be presented to the Permanent Council and, eventually, to the thirty-eighth regular session of the General Assembly.


Glenda Morean-Phillip



Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago to the OAS
Chair, Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and 
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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN the Annual Report of the Permanent Council to the General Assembly (AG/doc./08) as it pertains to the activities of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities;

HAVING SEEN ALSO resolutions AG/RES. 2171 (XXXVI-O/06), “Follow-up and Implementation of the Mandates of the Declaration of Mar del Plata and the Plan of Action of the Fourth Summit of the Americas,” and AG/RES. 2190 (XXXVI-O/06), and AG/RES. 2338 (XXXVII-O/07) “Support for and Follow-up to the Summits of the Americas Process”;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the Declarations and Plans of Action adopted by the Heads of State and Government at the First Summit of the Americas (Miami, 1994), the Summit of the Americas on Sustainable Development (Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Bolivia, 1996), the Second Summit of the Americas (Santiago, 1998), the Third Summit of the Americas (Quebec City, 2001), the Special Summit of the Americas (Monterrey, Mexico, 2004), and the Fourth Summit of the Americas (Mar del Plata, Argentina, 2005);

NOTING that at the XLVI Meeting of the Summit Implementation Review Group, held on September 12, 2006, at OAS headquarters, the Argentine Republic officially transferred the chairmanship of the Summits of the Americas process to the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago;

BEARING IN MIND that the Fifth Summit of the Americas will take place in Trinidad and Tobago, in April 2009, under the theme “Securing Our Citizens’ Future by Promoting Human Prosperity, Energy Security and Environmental Sustainability”;

RECALLING that, through resolution AG/RES. 1349 (XXV-O/95), the General Assembly established a special committee of the Permanent Council on inter-American summits management, and that, at its meeting of July 31, 2002, the Permanent Council decided to merge it with the Committee on Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities, thereby creating the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC), in order to ensure effective, timely, and appropriate follow-up of the activities assigned to the Organization of American States (OAS) by the Summit of the Americas and to coordinate the Organization’s preparation, participation, and follow-up with regard to future Summits;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the acknowledgement at the Third Summit of the function that the CISC fulfills in coordinating the efforts of the OAS in supporting the Summits of the Americas process and in serving as a forum for civil society to contribute to that process; as well as the establishment of the Summits Secretariat;

RECALLING that at Summits of the Americas the Heads of State and Government recognized the important role played by the OAS in the implementation of decisions of the Summits of the Americas and that the Fourth Summit, in particular, recognized the pivotal role that the OAS plays in the implementation and follow-up of Summit mandates and instructed the General Secretariat to continue to act as technical secretariat; provide support for meetings of the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG), ministerial meetings, and specialized conferences; coordinate the participation of civil society; and ensure the dissemination of information on the Summits process and the commitments adopted by the countries; and

RECALLING ALSO that at the Fourth Summit the Heads of State and Government instructed members of the Joint Summit Working Group, comprising the Organization of American States, the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), the World Bank, the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA), the Andean Development Corporation (CAF), the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB), the Central American Bank for Economic Integration (CABEI), the International Organization for Migration (IOM), the International Labour Organization (ILO), and the Institute for Connectivity in the Americas (ICA), under the coordination of the OAS, to continue, through their respective activities and programs, to support the follow-up and implementation of the Declarations and Plans of Actions of the Summits of the Americas, as well as to assist in the preparations for future Summits, 

RESOLVES:

1. To urge member states to continue to implement the commitments of the Summits of the Americas and to promote and disseminate them within their respective national administrations.

2. To renew the mandate to the Permanent Council to coordinate the activities assigned to the Organization of American States (OAS) by the Summits of the Americas.

3. To instruct the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization to continue to give the highest priority to carrying out the initiatives assigned to them by the General Assembly, in accordance with the mandates of the Summits of the Americas, and to report on a regular basis on these activities, as appropriate, to the Permanent Council, the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), and the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC).

4. To request that the General Secretariat, through the Summits of the Americas Secretariat, continue to serve as the institutional memory and technical secretariat of the Summits of the Americas Process, continue to support the follow-up and dissemination of Summit mandates, continue to offer support to member states in implementing the mandates of the Declaration of Mar del Plata and its Plan of Action, as well as continue to provide technical support in the preparation of the Fifth Summit of the Americas, to be held in Trinidad and Tobago in April 2009 and in future Summits of the Americas.

5. To request the General Secretariat to provide updates to the CISC and to the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) on the ongoing implementation and follow-up of the commitments undertaken in the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas, the Declaration of Nuevo León, and the Declaration and Plan of Action of the Fourth Summit of the Americas.

6. To instruct the General Secretariat to continue, through the Joint Summit Working Group, chaired by the OAS Summits Secretariat, to continue coordinating and promoting the implementation and follow-up of the Plans of Action of the Summits of the Americas, the Declaration of Nuevo León, and the Declaration of Mar del Plata in all organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS.  To request, further, that it hold at least one meeting of the heads of the member agencies of the Joint Summit Working Group each year to review progress made and plan joint activities, as a complement to the regular interagency meetings, and provide assistance in the preparatory activities for the Fifth Summit of the Americas. 

7. To request the General Secretariat to continue providing the necessary support for ministerial and sectoral meetings related to the implementation of Summit mandates and commitments on topics of interest to the OAS.

8. To request the General Secretariat to make efforts, through the Summits Secretariat, to promote and disseminate in ministerial and sectoral meetings, the mandates and commitments emanating from the Summits of the Americas so that these fora may contribute to their implementation.

9. To request the General Secretariat to make efforts, through the Summits Secretariat, to promote and disseminate among the various social actors the mandates and commitments emanating from the Summits of the Americas so that these actors may contribute to their implementation. 

10. To request the General Secretariat, within budgetary availability, to strengthen the Summits of the Americas Secretariat by providing it with the human and financial resources it needs to support  the dissemination and follow-up on the implementation of the mandates of the Summits of the Americas.

11. To urge member states to continue contributing to the Specific Fund for the Summit Implementation Review Group in order to provide financial support for the Group’s activities.

12. To request the General Secretariat, through the Summits Secretariat to submit to the Permanent Council systematic and detailed information on the budgetary and financial management of said Specific Fund. 

13. To instruct the General Secretariat to carry out the activities mentioned in this resolution within the resources allocated in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources; and to instruct the Secretary General to seek additional voluntary funds to carry out the activities mentioned in this resolution.

14. To instruct the General Secretariat, in particular the Summits Secretariat to report to the thirty–ninth regular session of the General Assembly on the implementation of the mandates of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
HAVING SEEN the Annual Report of the Permanent Council to the General Assembly (AG/doc.) as it pertains to the activities of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities;
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT resolution AG/RES. 2310 (XXXVII-O/07), “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in the Activities of the Organization of American States and in the Summits of the Americas Process”;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT ALSO the Guidelines for Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities, adopted by the Permanent Council in resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) and endorsed by the General Assembly in resolution AG/RES. 1707 (XXX-O/00), which establish that, “[i]n order to bear fruit, civil society participation must be oriented by a clear and yet flexible regulatory framework.  Such flexibility is achieved by way of periodic review of participation in OAS activities.  These Guidelines thus represent a further step toward enhancing civil society participation in OAS activities”;

TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION the Strategies for Increasing and Strengthening Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities, adopted by the Permanent Council in resolution CP/RES. 840 (1361/03) and subsequently endorsed by the General Assembly in resolution AG/RES. 1915 (XXXIII-O/03), which requested “the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) to follow up on these strategies; to evaluate their implementation; and, if appropriate, to propose amendments to them or new mechanisms for increasing and strengthening participation by civil society organizations in OAS activities”;

CONSIDERING that the Summits of the Americas process encourages full participation by civil society and that, in the Declaration of Nuevo León, the Heads of State and Government undertook to institutionalize meetings with civil society and with the academic and private sectors;, and more recently through Resolution AG/RES. 2315 (XXXVII-O/07) “Participation of workers’ representatives in Activities of the Organization of American States”, Ministers of Foreign Affairs agreed to hold a dialogue with workers’ representatives, recognized as such by virtue of national law or practice
, prior to the inaugural sessions of the OAS General Assembly and the Summits of the Americas, so that said representatives may make recommendations and proposals for initiatives related to the theme of the General Assembly or the Summit of the Americas and directed toward the member states and the OAS;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that the Declaration of Mar del Plata recognized the pivotal role the Organization of American States (OAS) plays in coordinating civil society participation in the Summits process;

UNDERSCORING the efforts being made by the host country of the Fifth Summit of the Americas to take place in April 2009, in coordination with the OAS Summits Secretariat, to encourage, promote, and facilitate civil society participation in the preparatory activities for the Fifth Summit of the Americas and at the Summit itself;


CONSIDERING that Article 6 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter states that “[i]t is the right and responsibility of all citizens to participate in decisions relating to their own development.  This is a necessary condition for the full and effective exercise of democracy.  Promoting and fostering diverse forms of participation strengthens democracy”;

NOTING the establishment of the Specific Fund to Support the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities and in the Summits of the Americas Process, by resolution CP/RES. 864 (1413/04), to support participation by civil society organizations in OAS activities, including the dialogue among heads of delegation of member states, the Secretary General, and civil society organization representatives, which has been included on the draft schedule for regular sessions of the General Assembly as a regular activity before the inaugural session, as indicated in resolution AG/RES. 1915 (XXXIII-O/03);
NOTING 

The recommendations of the Hemispheric Forum with Civil Society held in Washington D.C. from March 10 to12, 2008 on the theme of the thirty eighth regular session of the OAS General Assembly “Youth and Democratic Values”;


The exchange of views during the Special Meeting of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities to strengthen dialogue with civil society held on March 13, 2008; and duringthe Special Sessions of the Permanent Council on March 13, 2008 and on March 14, 2008 in keeping with the mandates of AG/RES. 2351 (XXXVII O/07) “Civil Society Organizations and the Protection of Human Rights and Promotion of Democracy” and AG/RES.2327 “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy: Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter” respectively;

The contributions received at the Civil Society Hemispheric Consultation on the Fifth Summit of the Americas, held in Miami, United States from May 1to 2, 2008; 

RECOGNIZING the importance of participation by civil society organizations in strengthening democracy in all member states and the significant contribution they can make to the activities of the OAS and of the organs, agencies, and entities of the inter-American system; and
RECOGNIZING ALSO that civil society participation in OAS activities should take place in a context of close collaboration between the political and institutional bodies of the Organization and in accordance with the provisions of resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities”, 

RESOLVES:

1. To reaffirm the commitment and will of the Member States and the Organization to continue strengthening and implementing effective mechanisms and concrete actions for civil society participation in the activities of the Organization of American States (OAS) and in the Summits of the Americas process.

2. To instruct the Permanent Council, the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), and the General Secretariat to continue, in coordination with all organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS, to facilitate the implementation of the Strategies for Increasing and Strengthening Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities, adopted by the Permanent Council in resolution CP/RES. 840 (1361/03) and endorsed by the General Assembly in resolution AG/RES. 1915 (XXXIII-O/03), “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities.”

3. To instruct the Permanent Council to continue to promote and facilitate civil society participation in the Summits of the Americas and in the activities developed by the OAS as a result of the Summits of the Americas process, as well as the efforts of member states to foster such participation.

4. To continue to actively support and promote the registration of civil society organizations and their participation in OAS activities, and in its organs, agencies, and entities with the support of the OAS General Secretariat and in accordance with resolution CP/RES. 759 (121/99) “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities”. 

5. To encourage all member states, permanent observers, and other donors, as defined in Article 74 of the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat and in other rules and regulations of the Organization, to consider contributing to the Specific Fund to Support the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities and in the Summits of the Americas Process, in order to sustain and promote the effective participation of civil society organizations in OAS activities in accordance with the goals set by the OAS General Assembly and by the Heads of State and Government in the Summits of the Americas process, including in the dialogue among heads of delegation, the Secretary General, and representatives of civil society organizations.

6. To continue to urge member states to:

b. Participate in the dialogue of heads of delegation with representatives of civil society organizations in the context of General Assembly sessions and in the Summits of the Americas process,; and

c. Continue their efforts, both domestically and multilaterally, to expand opportunities for participation by civil society organizations in OAS activities and in the Summits of the Americas process.

7. To encourage member states to continue reporting on existing procedures and regulations regarding consultations with civil society, to allow for an exchange of experiences and best practices among the member states.

8. To recognize the efforts of the host country of the thirthy-eighth regular session of the General Assembly to work together with the General Secretariat and with civil society organizations to facilitate and organize their participation in the dialogue of heads of delegation, in accordance with resolution CP/RES. 840 (1361/03); and to encourage future hosts to continue to build on these traditions.
9. To instruct the General Secretariat to continue to support member states that so request in their efforts to increase the institutional capacity of their governments to receive, absorb, and act on civil society input and advocacy.
10. To request that the General Secretariat  develop a strategy  for a coordinated approach to encourage civil society participation in OAS activites, for the consideration of member states. 
11.
To instruct the General Secretariat to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-ninth regular session on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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DRAFT RESOLUTION
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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN the report of the Permanent Council on the implementation of resolution AG/RES. 2338 (XXXVII-O/07), “Support for and Follow-up to the Summits of the Americas Process” (AG/doc.----/08);

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT resolution AG/RES. 2318 (XXXVII-O/07), “Implementation of the Declaration of Recife,” and the report of the General Secretariat on follow-up to this resolution and on the activities of the High-Level Inter-American Network on Decentralization, Local Government, and Citizen Participation (RIAD) (CP/CISC/doc.);

RECALLING resolutions AG/RES. 1901 (XXXII-O/02), “Declaration of La Paz on Decentralization and on Strengthening Regional and Municipal Administrations and Participation of Civil Society”; AG/RES. 1993 (XXXIV-O/04), “Mexico City Plan of Action on Decentralization and Strengthening of Municipal and Regional Administrations and Citizen Participation”; and AG/RES. 2173 (XXXVI-O/06), “The Declaration of Recife,” adopted, respectively, following the first, second, and third Meetings of Ministers and High-Level Authorities Responsible for Policies on Decentralization, Local Government, and Citizen Participation at the Municipal Level in the Hemisphere;

RECALLING ALSO that the ministerial meetings on decentralization and the RIAD were established to provide support and institutional follow-up to the commitments undertaken by the Heads of State and Government at the Summits of the Americas in Santiago, Chile (1998) and Quebec City (2001), and those undertaken in the Declaration of Nuevo León (2004) and in the Plan of Action of the Fourth Summit of the Americas, held in Mar del Plata, Argentina (2005); and

AGAIN REAFFIRMING the recognition by the Summits of the Americas of the potential of regional and municipal governments to address and help strengthen democratic governance in the Americas,

RESOLVES:

1. To note progress made in programming the activities of the network and in General Secretariat planning in preparation for the next ministerial meeting of RIAD.

2. To urge the RIAD to continue efforts towards consolidating the work undertaken by its steering committee, comprised of Brazil, Chile, Costa Rica, Jamaica, and Mexico, with the support of the technical secretariat, the Department of State Modernization and Good Governance of the Secretariat for Political Affairs.  In that connection, to consider convening technical meetings for the exchange of experiences and expertise on decentralization processes in the quest for solutions to challenges of mutual interest.

3. To renew the mandate to the Permanent Council to convene the next ministerial meeting of the RIAD, within the resources allocated in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.

4. To request the General Secretariat to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-ninth regular session on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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�.	In accordance with Executive Order 08-01 rev.1.


�.	Agenda contained in document CP/CISC-357/08 corr. 1.


�.	Agenda contained in document CP/CISC-356/08 rev.1.


�.	Trinidad and Tobago assumed the chairmanship of the Summits of the Americas Process on September 12, 2006 and is therefore, Chair of the Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities, pursuant to Article 21 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council. See the Permanent Council decision in document CP/SA.1556/06, "Record of the regular meeting held on July 20, 2006".











�OJO!!! PLEASE REVIEW THE SPANISH TRANSLATION. TEXT WILL BE 


Considerando que …..; y mas recientemente, ….los Ministros de Relaciones Exteriores acordaron sostener un dialogo con los representantes de los trabajadores, reconocidos como tales en virtud de la legislación o las prácticas nacionales, previo a las sesiones inauguralese de la Asamblea General de la OEA y de las Cumbres de las Americas, a fin de que dichos representantes formulen recomendaciones y propuestas de iniciativas relacionadas con el tema de la Asamblea General o de las Cumbres de las Americas y dirigidas a los Estados Miembros y a la OEA.









