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IN THE FRAMEWORK OF REGISTRATION BY CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES

This document was prepared by the Summits Secretariat to provide information to the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization (CSO) Asociación Líderes en Acción.

The information contained in this report is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759, "Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities."  This document includes a summary and list of documentation presented by Asociación Líderes en Acción in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines. 

1.
Background
Asociación Líderes en Acción is a non-profit organization founded on August 14, 2002, in Bogotá, Colombia, for the purpose of promoting mechanisms for human development, social security, and the rights of sexual minorities.
Asociación Líderes en Acción promotes the rights of sexual minorities, gender identity, training on the defense and protection of human rights, citizen and community participation, personal growth, and emotional intelligence.

Asociación Líderes en Acción participated in the thirty-eighth regular session of the OAS General Assembly, in Medellín, Colombia, June 2008, and in the thirty-sixth regular session of the OAS General Assembly, in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, June 2006. 
Asociación de Líderes en Acción has presented recommendations to the Congress of Colombia on the social security system, health, and the law on same-sex couples.  It has also given presentations to Bogotá local authorities and at international conferences on human rights topics, and on the rights of gays, lesbians, and transsexuals.  The Asociación Líderes en Acción receives voluntary contributions from its members.

Asociación Líderes en Acción de Colombia submitted its application for registration with the OAS on June 26, 2007.
2.
Name, address, and date of establishment of the CSO
Name:



Asociación Líderes en Acción

Address:


Calle 71 No 6-57 oficina 302





Bogotá, Colombia

Telephone:


210 2530 /34 /51 – 544 9024

E-mail address:



asociacionlideresenaccion@hotmail.com

Director:


Germán Humberto Rincón Perfetti

Date of foundation:

August 14, 2002

3.
Primary areas of activity and their relationship to OAS activities
Asociación Líderes en Acción works to promote education programs, training, and community participation to further actions to promote and provide training on human rights, and citizen and community participation, especially with vulnerable groups.  To that end, it promotes and develops programs and research, which are disseminated through forums, seminars, courses, and conferences offered to the local population.  The activities carried out by Asociación de Líderes en Acción are related to OAS activities in:

· Promoting the protection of human rights, especially in connection with sexual orientation;
· Developing programs for further reduction of factors in violence and crime by promoting peaceful coexistence, targeted at other non-profit organizations and the community in general; and
· Disseminating community and citizen participation in human rights issues through the creation of forums, magazines, and events.
4.
CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS
Asociación Líderes en Acción executes projects that contribute to the preservation of human rights and promote community and citizen participation.  The organization has worked to promote the rights of societal groups subject to discrimination, such as gays, lesbians, bisexuals, and transsexuals, promoting comprehensive human development.
The contributions to the OAS made by Asociación Líderes en Acción are focused on:
· Instruction, through education programs for different groups on topics related to citizen participation and the promotion and defense of human rights, with emphasis on vulnerable groups;
· Raising awareness in Colombian society of the need to promote legal mechanisms for community participation, and the exercise thereof with territorial or national public entities; and
· Designing, proposing, and implementing training programs for official agencies, nongovernmental organizations, and the community in general, promoting a reduction in violence and crime.
5.
Identification of OAS work areas
Asociación Líderes en Acción offers to collaborate with the OAS in the following areas:
· Support for the activities of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) to promote and protect human rights, with emphasis on vulnerable groups;
· Formulation of recommendations to the political organs of the Organization in the area of human rights and vulnerable groups;
· Dissemination of the work of the OAS Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) in preparing the convention against racial discrimination and intolerance, promoting a reduction in violence and crime;
· Development of cooperation mechanisms and ad hoc studies for the OAS General Secretariat in the areas of human rights and vulnerable groups in Colombia.
6.
Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter to the OAS Secretary General of March 21, 2008

· Certificate of incorporation of August 14, 2002
· Certificate of adoption of bye-laws of August 14, 2002
· 2006-2007 annual activity report
· 2007 financial statements
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