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ANALYSIS OF ELEMENTS OF THE APPLICATION OF 
GRUPO DE MUJERES DE LA ARGENTINA – FORO DE VIH MUJERES Y FAMILIA 

TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES

This document was prepared by the Secretariat for External Relations of the Department of International Affairs to provide information to the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization (CSO) Grupo de Mujeres de la Argentina – Foro de VIH de Mujeres y Familia, of Argentina.
The information contained herein is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759, "Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities."  This document includes a summary and list of documentation presented by Grupo de Mujeres de la Argentina – Foro de VIH de Mujeres y Familia. 

1.
Background
Grupo de Mujeres de la Argentina – Foro de VIH de Mujeres y Familia, founded on July 10, 2002, in Argentina, seeks to promote human rights, especially of women and groups of persons deprived of liberty. 

Grupo de Mujeres de la Argentina – Foro de VIH de Mujeres y Familia fulfills its mission by preparing and promoting programs and policies that ensure access to justice, health services, and job opportunities. 

Grupo de Mujeres de la Argentina - Foro VIH Mujeres y Familia develops programs, projects, and action with special interest in the promotion of human rights, combating discrimination against the most vulnerable segments of the Argentina population, and environmental protection.  The Grupo also conducts awareness and sensitivity campaigns to prevent HIV infection, addiction, and crime.
Grupo de Mujeres de la Argentina - Foro VIH Mujeres y Familia has received contributions towards the financing of its projects from the United Nations Joint Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), the Global Women’s Fund, ASTRADA Foundation, ALHEC GROUP (an Argentine company providing exchange market and financial services), and private donations.
Grupo de Mujeres de la Argentina, Foro VIH Mujeres y Familia submitted its application for registration with the OAS on December 8, 2007.

2. 
Name, address, and date of establishment of the CSO
Name: 
Grupo de Mujeres de la Argentina, Foro de VIH de Mujeres y Familia
Address:
Piedras 1174-PB, Dep. E – Cap. Fed. – C.P. 1070 


Buenos Aires, Argentina
Telephone:
54-11-4362-6881
Fax:
54-11-4362-6881
E-mail address:
grupomujeresdelargentina@yahoo.com.ar,

salsavidaysalud@yahoo.com.ar
Director:
Martha Inés Miravete Cicero
Date of establishment:
July 10, 2002
3.
Primary areas of activity and their relationship to OAS activities
Grupo de Mujeres de la Argentina, Foro VIH Mujeres y Familia wishes to contribute to the implementation of OAS activities through the following activities:
· Support for actions to promote the human rights of women, persons deprived of liberty, and vulnerable groups, utilizing as framework the Inter-American Democratic Charter, the promotion of access to justice, and the guarantee of fair treatment; 
· Preparation and design of societal and work programs for persons deprived of liberty in Argentina prisons;
· Provision of well-documented data on cases of death and violence during deprivation of liberty in the Argentina prison system;
· Prevention of torture and forced disappearance, following up on and supporting the activities of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights;
· Facilitation and promotion of forums for civil society consultation, exchange of views, consensus, and participation, especially on behalf of the most vulnerable communities deprived of liberty in Argentine prisons.

4.
CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS
Grupo de Mujeres de la Argentina, Foro VIH Mujeres y Familia considers that its main contributions that could be of interest to the OAS are:

· Contribution to maintaining precise and updated information on the situation of human rights;
· Promotion of prevention and public awareness, especially among public officials, of HIV/AIDS;
· Seeking to ensure fulfillment of commitments made in conventions and by the international community in the area of human rights, especially of women and persons deprived of liberty in Argentina jails;
· Provision of guidance on agencies and organizations working to assist the migrant community.

5.
Identification of OAS work areas 

Grupo de Mujeres de la Argentina, Foro VIH Mujeres y Familia undertakes to support the OAS in the following areas:

· For persons deprived of liberty, promotion of access to justice and the guarantee of fair treatment in accordance with the law, supporting the activities of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, and seeking to ensure the protection of human rights to prevent trafficking in persons and any form of child abuse; 
· Support for the work of the Rapporteurship on the Rights of Persons Deprived of Liberty in the Americas of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights; 
· Promotion of respect for the abolition of the death penalty, taking into consideration the Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights to Abolish the Death Penalty, adopted in 1990, and disseminating the work of the different organs of the inter-American human rights system to ensure that more people can have access to them, should they so require;
· Follow-up of and support for the activities of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights in connection with protection of the human rights of women and members of the public in general incarcerated in Argentine prisons;
· To collaborate with the Department of Public Security of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security of the OAS to promote improved prison system conditions in the Americas.
6. Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS:
· Letter to the OAS Secretary General of December 7, 2007

· Certificate of incorporation
· Certificate of adoption of bye-laws 

· 2006 and 2007 annual activity reports

· Statement of institutional mission
· 2006 financial statements and list of 2005, 2006, and 2007 sources of financing
· Informational brochure on the presentation “Argentine Observatory on Prisons and Imprisonment”
· Salsa, Vida y Salud Information sheet 
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