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OF THE GUIDELINES FOR PARTICIPATION BY CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS
IN OAS ACTIVITIES [CP/RES. 759 (1217/99)]

[League of Women Voters]

ANALYSIS OF THE ELEMENTS RELATED TO THE APPLICATION BY THE
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF THE UNITED STATES
TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES
This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs, Secretariat for External Relations, to provide member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) with information on the civil society organization League of Women Voters.
The information contained in this report is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.” This document contains a summary and a list of supporting documentation presented by the League of Women Voters in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines. 
1.
Background
The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan, nonprofit civil society organization established in 1923 in the United States to encourage citizen participation in government, increase understanding of major public policy issues, and influence policy through civic education and support.  The League of Women Voters consists of 900 leagues at the local and state levels, as well as leagues in Washington, D.C., Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, and Hong Kong.
The League of Women Voters has consultative status with the United Nations Economic and Social Council.  It is funded by contributions from individuals, corporations, and foundations, such as the Carnegie Corporation; The Ettinger Foundation, Inc.; the Open Society Institute; Arnold and Porter, LLP; and Charles E. Smith Commercial Realty.
It submitted its application to the OAS on June 14, 2007.
2.
Name, address, and date of establishment of the CSO
Name:

 

League of Women Voters
Address:


1730 M Street, NW, Suite 1000





Washington, DC  20036-4508

Telephone:


202-429-1965
Fax:



202-429-0854

E-mail address: 


zarguedas@lwv.org
Website:


http://www.lwv.org
President:


Mary Wilson

Vice President: 


Elisabeth MacNamara

Director of Global

Democracy Programs:

Zaida Arguedas

Date of establishment:

September 24, 1923

3.
Primary areas of activity of the CSO and their relationship to OAS activities
The League’s principal area of activity related to the work of the OAS is the promotion of democratic values and of education and civic participation.  Its main activities are: 
· Implementing educational and social activities in the 900 leagues in the United States and abroad aimed at promoting democracy and participation in electoral activities.

· Working for equal rights in several areas, such as health care, civil liberties, education, employment, and housing.

· Promoting equal rights for women and strengthening their political participation in the United States and abroad by means of educational programs.
· Keeping the public informed of major election issues through Internet-based information and education campaigns.

4.
CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS
The League of Women Voters can contribute to OAS work areas through the following activities:

· Holding leadership training seminars and other activities in various countries to teach women how to run political campaigns and participate actively in local politics.

· Collaborating with other foreign nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) to promote transparency, accountability, and good governance in their leaders.

· Holding workshops on the organization of political debates to enable communities to participate in open discussions on controversial issues in an effort to determine common interests.
· Participating in electoral observation programs as well as programs to increase voter turnout in national and local elections.
5.
Identification of OAS work areas
The League of Women Voters considers that it can contribute to OAS efforts in the promotion of citizen participation in elections, equal rights, and the implementation of civic participation programs, as follows:

· Work to promote and defend the principles of the OAS Inter-American Democratic Charter, institution-building, and strengthening of mechanisms for citizen participation, in conjunction with the Secretariat for Political Affairs.
· Support for the activities of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) and the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) in the promotion and protection of human rights and the promotion of nondiscrimination and social and gender equity for the social sectors that are most at risk.


6.
Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter to the OAS Secretary General, dated June 14, 2007

· Application by the League of Women Voters to participate in OAS activities

· Certificate of Incorporation and Bylaws of the League of Women Voters
· Annual reports, 2006-2007 and 2005-2006
· Financial statements, 2007, 2006, and 2005
· An information sheet listing each decade’s outstanding achievements since the 1920s
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