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This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs / Secretariat of External Relations to provide member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) with information on the civil society organization (CSO) Lawyers Without Borders.

The information contained in this report is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”  This document contains a summary and a list of supporting documentation presented by Lawyers Without Borders in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.

1. Background
Lawyers Without Borders (LWOB) is a not-for-profit, non-governmental organization (NGO) headquartered and founded in 2002 in Hartford, Connecticut, United States. The principle objectives of LWOB are to defend human rights worldwide, preserve the integrity of the legal process, and support good governance practices by cultivating and promoting pro bono legal services, training, neutral observation and conflict resolution to the underserved.  Its mission is to place attorneys in international locations experiencing conflict in order to increase awareness of international legal issues and foster exchange among international legal professionals.  

LWOB provides its pro bono services, which are carried out under a mandate of strict neutrality, through seven separate program channels.  These channels unite the efforts of 800 qualified lawyers who operate under the direction of the organization’s Board of Directors. LWOB funding is derived from grants, contributions, in-kind contributions, and membership income.
LWOB submitted its application to the OAS on January 8, 2007.

2. Name, address, and date of establishment

Name:                          Lawyers Without Borders
Address:                      330 Main Street
                                    3rd Floor
                                    Hartford, CT 06106
                                    United States
Telephone:                  (306) 541-2288 
Fax:                             (306) 525-0287
E-mail address:            info@lwob.org
Website:                       www.lawyerswithoutborders.org
Executive Director:      Christina M. Storm
Contact person:             Luvean Myers
Date of charter:             March 1, 2000
3. Primary areas of activity of the CSO and their relationship to OAS activities

To further its mission of creating a global association of lawyers dedicated to the promotion and protection of human justice, LWOB responds to requests from governments, civil society organizations and individuals to undertake pro-bono projects that serve the disadvantaged, advance the rule of law, protect human rights and support good governance practices.  LWOB has developed project models that advance many of the key principles underlying issues addressed by the OAS.  The initiatives of LWOB which are related to the activities of the OAS include the following:
· Promoting democratic values and good governance by engaging in legal capacity building;
· Supporting the electoral process for countries transitioning to democratic governance; 
· Protecting human rights by ensuring that states are in compliance with internationals standards of transparency, due process and fairness;   
· Supporting the development of civil society organizations through pro-bono work; and  
· Strengthening social and economic development by promoting dialogue and innovative legal solutions to issues related to poverty, conflict and inequality.

4. CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

LWOB can contribute to the progress of OAS efforts in the principal areas of democracy and human rights through the following:
· Providing legal services to the underserved by utilizing partnerships and collaborations with globally oriented law firms, lawyers, legal enterprises and civil society to train, research, neutrally observe, mediate crises and develop diverse initiatives that support legal capacities and protect the integrity of the legal process in the local context;
· Promoting education and rights oriented outreach to communities emerging from conflict and developing nations through rule of law programs which supply educational materials and tools to educational institutions, governmental institutions and entities functioning within the legal sector in those regions;
· Enhancing the global capacity of civil society organizations (CSOs) by matching qualifying CSOs with law firms that provide pro bono legal counsel towards the advancement of the organizations’ mission, including transactional work, litigation, registrations and agency filings, human rights responses and interventions;  
· Evaluating conditions and proposing methodologies for countries transitioning to democratic governance by conducting research, developing assessment tools and training professionals;
· Promoting that States are in compliance with international standards of transparency, due process and fairness by engaging in neutral observations of trials, tribunal proceedings and conflicts related to human rights issues, and by providing governments with guidance through objective written reports; and
· Fomenting global awareness of the need to protect human rights and the Rule of Law in conflict zones by participating in human rights international conferences, conferences/sessions, educational programs and training programs.
·  Providing technical assistance including lawyer and court staff training, student clinics, and legal aid development projects;

5. Identification of the OAS work areas in which the CSO proposes to support ongoing activities or to make recommendations on the best way to achieve OAS objectives

LWOB could collaborate with OAS efforts to promote democracy and good governance and protect human rights by: 
· Creating community rights-based outreach programs and supporting the Inter-American Network on Decentralization, Local Government and Citizen Participation (RIAD) Secretariat of Political Affairs to strengthen democratic governance at the local level;

· Offering technical cooperation, exchange of information, experiences and best practices to the Follow-up Mechanism for the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (MESICIC) and participating and promoting civil society participation in MESICIC’s Committee of Experts.  

· Providing legal research: legislative history, annotating and indexing case law to the Secretariat for Legal Affairs (SLA);

· Supporting the role of the OAS Secretariat for Political Affairs in promoting national dialogue in countries that were affected by internal conflicts by providing technical expertise and training in conflict resolution; 
· Lending technical expertise to aid the OAS’ Electoral Observation Missions to ensure objective, impartial and transparent observation of elections;

· Writing reports and concept papers on the rule of law, governance and human rights issues and lending technical expertise to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (ICHR) in diverse themes including inheritance and land ownership protocol for children.
6. Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter addressed to the Secretary General of the OAS dated January 4, 2007

· Official name, address, and date of establishment of the organization and names of its directors and legal representatives

· Charter dated March 1, 2000

· Statutes
· Financial Statements for 2006 - 2007
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