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This document was prepared by the Summits Secretariat to provide member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) with information on the civil society organization (CSO) World Organization for Early Childhood Education and Care (OMEP). 
The information contained in this report is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”  This document contains a summary and a list of supporting documentation presented by World Organization for Early Childhood Education and Care (OMEP) in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.

1. Background
World Organization for Early Childhood Education and Care (OMEP) is an international, not-for-profit, non-governmental organization headquartered in Paris, France and established in over 60 countries.  OMEP was founded on July 26, 1948 in Prague, Czech Republic by 19 representatives from 5 continents during a World Conference on Early Childhood Education.  The organization was founded with the mission of protecting the interests, rights and well-being of all young children globally.  
The World Organization for Early Childhood Education and Care (OMEP) furthers its mission by forming a network of people from around the world to share information and formulate initiatives aimed at defending all young children’s right to education and care.  Its principle actions include working with the media and other world organizations, disseminating information, promoting research and organizing international conferences on early childhood education and care.  OMEP has close ties with UNICEF and UNESCO and today it links its mission to articles 28-30 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, passed on November 20, 1989. 
The World Organization for Early Childhood Education and Care (OMEP) is comprised of National Committees, Preparatory Committees, Individual Members and Honorary Members.  OMEP’s funding is derived from membership fees, subsidies received from public and private entities, funding from international NGOs, donations and income from sales and services rendered.  Each National Committee directly manages its finances independently. In addition, UNESCO has contributed to OMEP’s development through organizational and financial support and OMEP has contributed in a consultative and operative status over many years by lending expertise and implementing studies.  

World Organization for Early Childhood Education and Care (OMEP) submitted its application to the OAS on June 26, 2006.

2. Name, address, and date of establishment

Name:                         World Organization for Early Childhood Education and Care (OMEP)
Address:                      190 rue d’ Alesia
                                    75014
                                    Paris





                                    France
Telephone:                   46 31 786 2461
Fax:                              46 31 786 23 91

E-mail address:            ingrid.pramling@ped.gu.se

Website:                       www.omep-ong.net
President:                      Ingrid Pramling Samuelsson
Date of charter:             July 26, 1948
3. Primary areas of activity of the CSO and their relationship to OAS activities

World Organization for Early Childhood Education and Care (OMEP) endeavors to defend the rights of young children and promote social development by:

· Promoting the rights of all young children to education and care regardless of race, sex, religion, national or social origin;
· Fomenting preschool education for all, advancing the education of children ages 0 to 8 worldwide and researching development issues to further young children’s wellbeing and family life;

· Promoting integral development to ensure the wellbeing, advancement and happiness of young children’s families, institutions and communities; and
· Aiding any action which increases access to high-quality early childhood education and care.
4. CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

World Organization for Early Childhood Education and Care (OMEP) can contribute to OAS work in areas such as the education and protection of rights of children through the following activities:

· Through its various National Committees, which have been established in over 60 countries, OMEP has conducted a wide-range of activities addressing the specific challenges of its member countries including:

· Organizing and attending educational seminars and workshops;

· Constructing day care centers and centers of operation;

· Encouraging school fund raising;

· Participating in outreach programs;

· Gathering data for studies;

· Instituting practical projects to relocate resources to underprivileged populations;
· Disseminating information to national educators; and 
· Aiding in the writing of UN reports on children’s rights.
· Compiling and disseminating information about early childhood education and care through the publication of the International Journal of Early Childhood, advancing knowledge of early childhood issues worldwide and aiding the training of personnel for early childhood education and care;
· Organizing international and regional conferences and symposia;
· Establishing a global network among all members of the organization through various media;
· Building working relationships with other international organizations;

· Facilitating integral development to provide young children with a better growing environment by developing several work programs.
5. Identification of the OAS work areas in which the CSO proposes to support ongoing activities or to make recommendations on the best way to achieve OAS objectives

World Organization for Early Childhood Education and Care (OMEP) considers that it can contribute to OAS efforts to improve the availability of quality education and care for young children by:

· Participating in the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices of the Department of Education and Culture of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), 
· Supporting the Department of Education and Culture in the implementation of the Early Child Development (ECD) Program to improve young children’s capacity to develop and learn;
· Supporting activities of the Inter-American Children’s Institute to build government consensus and commitment to create policies that promote and protect children’s rights and improve their family lives and communities by lending expertise and technical aid;
· Coordinating efforts with the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development for 2006-2009, for which education is one of eight priority areas and contributing to technical cooperation programs in Member States; and
· Contributing expertise on the rights of young children to education and care to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights Rapporteurship on the Rights of the Child.
6. Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter addressed to the Secretary General of the OAS, dated June, 2007
· Official name, address, and date of establishment of the organization and names of its directors and legal representatives

· Primary areas of activity 

· Institutional mission statement

· Charter dated July 26, 1948
· 2005, 2006, 2007 Annual Report and audited financial statements
· Document “50 Years of Service to Early Childhood”

· Articles of Association

· World Organization for Early Childhood Education facts brochure
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