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ANALYSIS OF FACTORS RELATING TO THE APPLICATION BY EDUCADORES PARA LA DEMOCRACIA TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES
This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs/Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization Educadores para la Democracia (Educators for Democracy).
The information contained in this report is provided pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” and includes a summary and a list of data and documentation presented by Educadores para la Democracia in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.
1.
Background

Composed of professionals in the spheres of education, communication, sociology, and law, Educadores para la Democracia is a non-profit civil society organization founded on December 15, 2005, in La Paz, Bolivia. Educadores para la Democracia aims to promote democratic principles and values conducive to the formation of critical, positive-minded, and highly thoughtful citizens promoting peace and democracy in Bolivia, , without distinctions as to gender, ethnic origin, or culture.

Since it was founded, Educadores para la Democracia has been carrying out a number of activities to strengthen citizen participation and promote democratic values and sustainable development. To achieve those goals, Educadores para la Democracia takes part in international and national conferences in order to keep abreast of new strategies in the fields discussed at those conferences. In addition, it conducts workshops and seminars to train leaders and forge points of consensus, and forums for exchanges among different cultural groups.  It also coordinates with local governments in Bolivia on implementation of public policies.

In pursuit of its objectives, Educadores para la Democracia has also carried out various activities in conjunction with local and international cooperation agencies. Among the institutions cooperating with Educadores para la Democracia programs are: the National Electoral Court, the Municipal Government of La Paz, the Ministry of Education, the United States embassy in Bolivia, Compañeros de las Américas [Companions of the Americas], Iniciativas Democráticas [Democratic Initiatives], the International Republican Institute, the Center for Civic Education of California, the Latin American Institute of Social Research, the Bolivian Political Science Association, and the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF).
Educadores para la Democracia submitted its application to the OAS on April 8, 2008.
2.
Name, address, and date of establishment of the CSO
Name: 


Educadores para la Democracia
Address: 
Avenida Juárez No. 1750, Edificio Ibita, Piso Mzze. Of. 19, Zona Miraflores, La Paz, Bolivia
Fax:
(591) 224 8489
Web address:
www.educadoresparalademocracia.org 
E-mail: 
epd@acelerate.com
President: 
Ariel Mealla Aramayo
Date established:
December 15, 2005
3. 
Primary areas of activity of the CSO and their relationship to OAS activities
Educadores para la Democracia provides training to its teaching staff and students regarding democratic practices and values in Bolivia. The main objectives pursued by Educadores para la Democracia are: 
· To provide educators and students with materials for the development of teaching methods for promoting democracy and civic values;
· To promote training workshops and the sharing of experiences with civil society organizations on issues relating to citizen participation, leadership, conflict resolution, and the strengthening of organizational arrangements;
· To foster the development of training workshops and seminars on electoral processes and active participation n democratic processes.
4.
CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

Educadores para la Democracia can contribute to OAS efforts through the following activities:
· Carrying out educational programs on topics related to democratic processes and promoting citizen participation seminars, taking  gender equity into account;
· Conducting seminars and reaching agreements with a number of institutions on the need to foster democracy and democratic values in their social context, and in government and private sector circles; and
· Promoting meetings, forums, and international seminars on citizen participation, especially on topics related to good governance and the settlement of territorial disputes.
5.
Identification of the OAS work areas in which the CSO proposes to support ongoing activities or to make recommendations on the best way to achieve OAS objectives
Educadores para la Democracia places the experience it has acquired with promotion-of-democracy issues at the disposal of the OAS in a number of areas, based on its principles of respect for human dignity, the defense of human rights, protection of freedom of expression and action, and compliance with the standards governing peaceful coexistence in society. Thus, Educadores para la Democracia considers that it can contribute to OAS efforts by: 
· Working with the Department of Electoral Cooperation and Observation of the Secretariat for Political Affairs (SPA) in the electoral observation missions conducted by the OAS, so as to guarantee promotion of democracy, security, and impartiality. 
· Promoting the Inter-American Democratic Charter, preventing conflicts among member states, and safeguarding democratic institutions;
· Supporting the mandates of the Inter-American Committee on Social Development (CIDES) through the Department of Social Development and Employment of the Executive Secretary for Integral Development, by promoting programs aimed at eradicating poverty and discrimination in the Hemisphere;
· Participating in the Summits of the Americas process, by promoting ties with civil society organizations in the region, sharing experiences, and supporting monitoring and implementation of Summits initiatives; 
· Assisting the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) with its role of protecting and promoting the human rights of the peoples of the Americas, in order to stress the importance of participation by ethnic minorities and avoiding any form of discrimination.
6.
Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter to the OAS Secretary General, dated April 8, 2008
· Articles of agreement, dated December 15, 2005
· Statute
· Annual Activities Report, 2006-2007
· 2006 Financial Statements audited by Gregorio Monasterio, Financial Auditor, and 2007 financial statements signed by Ariel Mealla, Legal Representative
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