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ANALYSIS OF FACTORS RELATING TO THE APPLICATION BY CORPORACIÓN OCASA TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES
This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs/Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization Corporación OCASA.
The information contained in this report is provided pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” and includes a summary and a list of data and documentation presented by Corporación OCASA in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.
1.
Background

Founded on June 29, 2004 in Bogotá, Colombia, Corporación OCASA is a non-profit organization that promotes transparency and creates participatory tools for involving young people in democratic processes.

Corporación OCASA devotes its time and know-how to forging a national network of young people to combat corruption. It also helps boost democracy, good governance, and development by holding workshops and seminars to mobilize the support of citizens, especially the young, for democratic values and citizen participation.

Corporación OCASA obtains funding for its activities from cooperation agencies, institutional partners, and nongovernmental organizations, such as Fundación Corona, the magazine Semana, the Konrad Adenauer Foundation, and others.

Corporación OCASA submitted its application to the OAS on February 15, 2008.
2.
Name, address, and date of establishment of the CSO
Name: 
Corporación OCASA
Address:
Calle 76 No. 14 -38 Oficina 401

Bogotá, Colombia
Telephone:   
(571) 2566420
Fax:
(571) 2566420
E-mail:
jóvenes@ocasa.avanza.org.co
E-mail:
www.ocasa.avanza.org.co
Executive Director:
Nicolás Hernández
Date established:
June 29, 2004
3.
Primary areas of activity of the CSO and their relationship to OAS activities

Corporación OCASA devotes itself to fostering democracy and developing plans and projects to promote youth participation. Its activities are related to those of the OAS in the following areas:
· Strengthening and promoting democratic values raising awareness of them among young people;
· Fostering leadership and citizen participation in the development of projects that enhance transparency in public administration, electoral processes, and the fight against corruption;
· Monitoring compliance with governmental programs for citizen participation through tools and indicators for gauging their impact on the population and on the different target sectors.
4.
CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS
Corporación OCASA carried out projects of interest to the OAS in areas to do with citizen participation and the eradication of corruption. Its contributions to the OAS would focus on:
· Fostering peace and democratic values through press releases and news bulletins, as well as a virtual learning platform in which democratic values are transmitted to young people in a didactic and interactive manner;
· Publishing documents and educational materials for public debate directed at young municipal leaders and transmitting leadership and transparency know-how in areas relating to the municipalities’ public funds.
· Conducting training courses with young people aimed at eliciting greater participation, by means of presentations, including virtual presentations, and visits to public institutions, such as schools and universities.
5.
Identification of the OAS work areas in which the CSO proposes to support ongoing activities or to make recommendations on the best way to achieve OAS objectives
Corporación OCASA works with youth to promote democratic values and citizen participation. Thus, Corporación OCASA commits to supporting the OAS by:
· Cooperating with the Department of Electoral Cooperation and Observation of the Secretariat for Political Affairs (SAP), in strengthening citizen participation mechanisms in the region’s electoral processes;
· Working with the Secretariat for Political Affairs (SAP) to promote stronger democratic institutions through support and dialogue among nongovernmental organizations;
· Providing support, pursuant to the mandate of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, for the planning of participation policies, with particular attention to the development of programs and activities for educating children and promoting democratic processes, especially those involving young people;
· Promoting the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices of the Department of Education and Culture of the Executive Secretariat for integral Development (SEDI).
6.
Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter addressed to the Secretary General, dated April 11, 2008
· Articles of incorporation, dated June 29, 2004
· Statute
· Activities Report 2006 - 2007
· Financial statements and sources of financing for 2007, audited by Clara Farias CPN TP No. 22944
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