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This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs / Secretariat for External Relations Organization of American States (OAS) with information on the civil society organization (CSO) International Police Association.

The information contained in this report is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”  This document contains a summary and a list of supporting documentation presented by International Police Association in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.

1. Background
International Police Association, founded in January 1st 1950, is a non-profit, non-partisan fraternal police association consisting of active and retired law enforcement personnel from across the world. The International Police Association seeks to defend and promote human rights in police agencies and amongst people throughout the world by following and committing themselves to the policies set forth by the United Nations in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 
International Police Association conducts educational programs to provide information to international and national policy and law enforcement agencies on human rights in the world. Its purpose is to create bonds of friendship, promote information-sharing and encourage international cooperation in the defense of human rights. International Police Association seeks to broaden the general knowledge of its members on human rights issues and facilitate the exchange of professional experience on the successful respect of human rights in police work. The organization currently holds NGO Consultative Status (Special) with the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations and is in Consultative Status with the Council of Europe.
International Police Association is funded primarily from membership subscriptions, with membership consistently increasing year to year. International Police Association activities are carried out with the participation of its members, with the support of other international, regional and multinational police and human rights organizations.

International Police Association submitted its application to the OAS on May 19, 2008.

2. Name, address, and date of establishment

Name: 
International Police Association
Address:
Arthur Troop House

International Administration Centre

1 Fox Road, West Bridgford

Nottingham, NG@ 6AJ

England
Telephone:
44 115 945 5985
Fax:
44 (0) 115 982 2578
E-mail address:
isg@ipa-iac.org
Website:
http://www.ipa-iac.org
Secretary General:
John Waumsely
Contact person:
Daniel Georges Condaminas
Date of charter:
January 1st, 1950
3. Primary areas of activity of the CSO and their relationship to OAS activities

International Police Association is dedicated to achieving the principles set forth in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. International Police Association is commits itself to promoting and respecting human rights through the following activities:

· Holding seminars, conferences and meetings on human rights issues throughout the world in close consultation with the United Nations High Commission on Human Rights;

· Encouraging the active education of youth on human rights issues through International Youth Gatherings (IYG) and an International Youth Exchange Program;

· Disseminating information worldwide on human rights through the IPA Radio Amateurs’ Clubs and the International Secretary General’s regular Newsletter;

· Acknowledging those who make an active contribution to the international human rights system through the IPA World Police Prize; 
4. CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

International Police Association can contribute to OAS work in areas such as strengthening the defense of human rights in the Americas through the following activities:

· Work with other nongovernmental, intergovernmental, regional and international organizations to promote human rights in the Americas;

· Encourage personal contacts by organizing exchange visits of individuals and groups;

· Promote among the police services of all the National Sections in the Americas respect for rule of law and human rights;
· Support National Sections of the Americas in facilitating local education initiatives on human rights issues and encourage the exchange of information and expertise between these chapters;

· Engage law enforcement officers in the Americas in keeping abreast with national legislation on human rights, as well as universal standards for human rights and multidimensional security to help improve the global image of law enforcement agents in the Americas;
· Support youth exchanges and international youth meetings with an aim of promoting greater tolerance and understanding for international human rights, and in understanding the function of law enforcement in this regard;
· Facilitate a regular exchange of publications between the National Sections of the Americas containing news on human rights and other subjects of relevance to the Association;

· Prepare documents on police work in the Americas, with the preparation of a bibliography of police works and, wherever possible, of all works connected with the law or legal matters; 
5. Identification of the OAS work areas in which the CSO proposes to support ongoing activities or to make recommendations on the best way to achieve OAS objectives

International Police Association seeks to work with the OAS to promote the inter-American system of human rights and respect for rule of law. International Police Association can provide support in the following work areas:

· Support likeminded civil society institutions to participate in OAS activities in accordance with Permanent Council resolutions;
· Assist in the compiling of information on police activities for annual reports on human rights made by the Inter-American Commission of Human Rights (IACHR) in the OAS Member States;

· Support the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security’s work in OAS Member States by engaging national chapters to ensuring transparency in OAS work involving police agencies in the Americas;

· Provide support, wherever possible, to the various technical areas in their implementation of projects, as needed;

· Work with the appropriate technical areas to facilitate global information exchanges with an aim of promoting increased insight and education on international human rights standards, and in understanding the function of law enforcement in this regard;
· Provide relevant information to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) in its review to strengthen the  Inter-American Human Rights System;

· Attend the OAS General Assembly and other appropriate OAS meetings to provide an insight into the situation of police reform, human rights and rule of law;
· Encourage Member States to actively engage with and support reform of police agencies in their respective countries in order to the promotion of human rights in the Americas;
· Engage National Sections in the OAS Member States to support national legislation that advances human rights in their respective countries, and;

· Help in the preparation of OAS documents on police work and human rights in the Americas, and, wherever possible, of all works connected with the law or legal matters to for use in the OAS General Secretariat; 

6. Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter addressed to the Secretary General of the OAS, dated April 10, 2008
· International Statutes and Rules (IPA 1974 - Updated 2006)
· Global Report (2007)
· Financial Statements for 2006-2007 (audited by Dione Bugeja & Gunter Lambrecht).
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