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ANALYSIS OF FACTORS RELATED TO THE APPLICATION BY

INTERNATIONAL GAY AND LESBIAN HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION (IGLHRC)

TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES

This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs / Secretariat for External Relations to provide member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) with information on the civil society organization (CSO) International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights Commission (IGLHRC).
The information contained in this report is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”  This document contains a summary and a list of supporting documentation presented by International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights Commission (IGLHRC) in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.

1. Background
International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights Commission (IGLHRC) is an international, not-for-profit, non-governmental organization headquartered in New York, United States of America.  The mission of the IGLHRC is to secure the full enjoyment of the human rights of all people and communities subject to discrimination or abuse on the basis of sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, and/or HIV status.   

IGLHRC furthers its mission by concentrating it work area on efforts to decriminalize sexual and gender expression and behavior; establish free speech, assembly, association, and expression for LGBT (lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender / transsexual) people and Organizations; challenge workplace and other forms of discrimination; promote HIV/AIDS policies the de-stigmatize same-sex sexual practices; develop human rights principles to address violations related to gender identity and expression; and build and strengthen alliances with other social justice advocates.
IGLHR is comprised local and international staff (based in New York and Buenos Aires), Board of Directors, International Advisory Council and Individual Members.  IGLHRC funding is derived from membership fees and other contributions from Members, the private sector, and non-governmental organizations.

IGLHR submitted its application to the OAS on September 4, 2007.

2. Name, address, and date of establishment

Name:
International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights Commission (IGLHRC)
Address: 

80 Maiden Lane, Suite1505



New York, New York




10038

Telephone:

212.268.8040
Fax:


212.430.6060

E-mail address:

iglhrc@iglhrc.org
Website:

www.iglhrc.org
Executive Director: 
Paula L. Ettelbrick
Date of charter:

August 16, 1991
3. Primary areas of activity of the CSO and their relationship to OAS activities

International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights Commission (IGLHRC) advocates for the promotion and protection of the human rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, intersex (LGBTI), and HIV positive people at the local, regional international levels by:
· Promote the decriminalization of sexual and gender expression and behavior;

· Work to establish free speech, assembly, association and expression of LGBT People and organizations;

· Promote the right to work free of harassment, discrimination or stereotype as well as the right to adequate housing free of discrimination; 

· Develop HIV/AIDS policy alternatives that aim to de-stigmatize same-sex sexual practices;

· Document human rights violations related to gender identity and expression; and

· Strength alliances with other social justice colleagues.
4. CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights Commission (IGLHRC) can contribute to OAS work in areas such as the education and protection of rights of children through the following activities:

· Compile and disseminate information about LGBTI and advancing knowledge of sexual and gender expression worldwide ;
· Train LGBTI human rights defenders on human rights education, documentation, and monitoring and reporting;
· Research, write, and disseminate reports, briefing papers, and fact sheets for use in human rights education; and
· Collaborate with local and international organizations to promote support for LGBTI people within the human rights structures of the United Nations system.
5. Identification of the OAS work areas in which the CSO proposes to support ongoing activities or to make recommendations on the best way to achieve OAS objectives

IGLHRC considers that recognizing and addressing discrimination and intolerance on the basis of sexual orientation and gender identity and expression is essential to achieving the OAS objective of securing human rights of all people.  IGLHR intends to support the ongoing activities of the OAS by:
· Participating in the activities of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, particularly in the negotiations of the Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Intolerance; 
· Working with the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) in vulnerable communities in the Latin American region to combat discrimination on the grounds of sexual orientation, gender identity, and expression; 
· Contributing expertise on the LGBTI people to education, housing, health care, among other basic rights to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights when appropriate; and 
· Attending OAS-related activities, particularly sending representatives as observers to public meetings of the Permanent Council and its subsidiary bodies open to the participation of civil society, as well as General Assemblies, Ministerial, and Summit-related meetings.

6. Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter addressed to the Secretary General on September 4, 2007

· Official name, address, and date of establishment of the organization and names of its directors and legal representatives

· Primary areas of activity 

· Articles of Incorporation

· Institutional mission statement

· 2007 -2008 Annual Report

· Charter dated August 16, 1991

· 2006 and 2007-2008 Annual Report made by Winnie Tam & CO., P.C.
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