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ANALYSIS OF FACTORS RELATED TO THE APPLICATION BY THE             INTERNATIONAL READING ASSOCIATION (IRA) TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES

This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs / Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization (CSO) International Reading Association.

The information contained in this report corresponds to resolution CP/RES. 759, "Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities."  This document includes a summary and list of documentation presented by International Reading Association in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines. 

1.
Background
International Reading Association (IRA) is an international, not-for-profit and non-governmental organization headquartered in Newark, Delaware, USA. IRA was founded in 1956 with the mission to promote reading by continuously advancing the quality of literacy instruction and research worldwide. IRA’s mission is to increase literacy by supporting professional development worldwide, but especially in developing or needy areas. 

IRA has developed a partnership with the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) to create and implement literacy professional development training in developing countries. IRA has more than 78,000 affiliated members in Latin America, USA and Canada that include classroom teachers, reading specialists, consultants, administrators, supervisors, university faculty, researchers, psychologists, librarians, media specialists, and parents. IRA receives funding from direct contributions from individuals and institutional memberships, conferences and publications.  

IRA submitted its application for registration with the OAS on January 15, 2009. 
2.
Name, address, and date of establishment of the CSO
Name:



International Reading Association (IRA)
Address:


800 Barksdale Road PO Box 8139 Newark, Delaware 19714 USA
Telephone:


1-800-336-7323
Fax:



1-302-731-1057
E-mail address:



pubinfo@reading.org
Executive Director:

Alan E. Farstrup
Date of foundation:

June 13, 1956
3.
Primary areas of activity and their relationship to OAS activities
The activities carried out by International Reading Association are related to OAS activities in:
· Advance literacy education in all nations and enhance the professional development of reading educators worldwide;
· Promoting literacy to support human rights, education, democracy, and individual development;
· Encourage and support research to promote informed decision-making about reading practice and policy;

· Promote coherent and sustainable literacy initiatives informed by local literacy leaders;
· Promote reading and writing as lifelong habits and endeavors and advocate for research, policy, and practices that support the best interests of all learners and reading professionals; and
· Establish and strengthen national and international alliances with a wide range of organizations.
4.
CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS
The contributions made by International Reading Association that may be of interest to the OAS are focused on:
· Collaborating with other foreign non-governmental organization (NGOs) to promote literacy, democracy and individual development;

· Participating in international and regional conferences as well as programs to increase reading and writing as lifelong habits;

· Promotion of programs and projects to strengthen the education and culture in all nations; and
· Developing and maintaining a database that serves as a repository of the efforts made by civil society organizations toward education programs.  
5.
Identification of OAS work areas
International Reading Associations offers to collaborate with the OAS in the following areas:
· Support the work of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) through dissemination of information and promotion of education and human rights; 
· Contributing expertise on the rights of young children to education and care to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights;

· Promote the work of the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices of the Department of Education and Culture of the Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) by promoting the literacy education necessary at all levels for citizens to live democratic values;

· Support the work of the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practiced of the Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) by promoting a culture of democracy through formal and non-formal education; and
· Promote the activities of the Department of International Affairs of the Secretariat for External Relations (SER) and the work of the Summits Secretariat in forums and round tables related to literacy and education.
6.
Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter to the OAS Secretary General dated January 15, 2009
· Articles of incorporation 
· By-laws (amended May 14, 2007)
· 2006-2008 annual activity report
· 2008 financial statements (audited by Wheeler-Wholfenden-Dwares)
· Tax Exempt Status
· International Reading Association brochure
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