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ANALYSIS OF ELEMENTS FOR PARTICIPATION BY ROTARY INTERNATIONAL IN THE FRAMEWORK OF REGISTRATION BY CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES

This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs / Secretariat for External Relations to provide member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) with information on the civil society organization (CSO) Rotary International.

The information contained in this report corresponds to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”  This document contains a summary and a list of supporting documentation presented by Rotary International in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.

1. Background
Rotary International is understood to be the world’s first service club organization. The organization was founded in 1905 in Chicago, Illinois USA, with subsequent adjunct clubs established in the majority of the nations of the Western Hemisphere by 1930. 
Rotary International has more than 1.2 million members in over 28,000 clubs in more than 200 countries and geographical regions, who volunteer their time under the club’s motto: “Service Above Self.” American Rotarians comprise 45 percent of Rotary International’s global membership. The organization currently has more than 12,400 clubs in the Americas, with nearly 541,000 members in 34 countries.

Rotary International is a general service organization; there are a number of social and humanitarian issues in which the club focuses its work. Among these include:

· Health, disease prevention and treatment – in particular, polio eradication;
· Peace and conflict resolution and prevention;
· Water and sanitation;
· Maternal and child health;
· Basic education and literacy; and,
· Economic and community development.
Rotary International club membership represents a cross-section of local business and professional leaders. Rotary clubs meet weekly and are non-political, non-religious and are open to all cultures, races and creeds. Rotary International operates financially based on contributions by its members and voluntary contributions by non-members, which are then reinvested in multiple funds. 
Rotary International submitted its application to the OAS on January 23, 2009.

2. Name, address, and date of establishment

Name: 
Rotary International
Address:
One Rotary Center

1560 Sherman Ave


Evanston, IL 60201

U.S.A
Telephone:
(847) 866-3023
Fax:
(847) 866-8237
E-mail address:
ers@rotary.org
Website:
http://www.rotary.org
President:
Dong Kurn Lee
Contact person:
Edwin Futa, General Secretary
Date of charter:
1918
3. Primary areas of activity of the CSO and their relationship to OAS activities

Rotary International members have contributed significantly to local communities in OAS Member States. Rotary Clubs in OAS Member States develop and supervise a range of projects that seek to address critical issues of the inter-American agenda including: 
· Social and physical protection of children and adolescents;
· Hunger and poverty alleviation;
· Promoting literacy;
· AIDS awareness and prevention;
· Drug abuse prevention; and
· Environmental protection. 
4. CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

Rotary International can contribute to OAS work as a community service organization that works in support of or in conjunction with OAS activities in the Americas. Examples of Rotary International activities in the Americas include:

· Local emergency relief in the wake of earthquakes in Peru, floods in Ecuador and Caribbean hurricanes;

· Supporting the physical development of disenfranchised communities in the region by providing them with healthcare, eye exams and dental care;
· Providing education opportunities to the youth of the region ranging from after-school and vocational programs in needy neighborhoods to scholarships for post-graduate studies throughout the world;
5. Identification of the OAS work areas in which the CSO proposes to support ongoing activities or to make recommendations on the best way to achieve OAS objectives

Rotary International offers to cooperate with the OAS to help alleviate poverty, improve education, and promote healthcare in the Americas. Rotary International can provide programmatic support to OAS integral development activities in the following work areas:

· Adapted in scope and scale around the rest of the Hemisphere successful programs and projects relating to poverty alleviation through self-sufficiency and entrepreneurialism; 
· Continue providing grants and scholarships to non-Rotarians from Latin America and the Caribbean for vocational study in another country via the Ambassadorial Scholarships program;

· Continue collaboration with partner institutions of the OAS, including the Pan American Development Foundation, as well as OAS Member State government ministries and organizations to provide innovative solutions to medical issues impacting the region; and
· Attend the OAS General Assembly and other relevant OAS meetings to provide an insight into the situation of community development in the hemisphere.
6. Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter addressed to the Secretary General of the OAS, dated January 23, 2009
· Notarized copy of the Rotary International Constitution
· Notarized copy of the Rotary International bylaws
· Financial Statements for 2007-2008 (audited by Deloitte and Touche LLP).

· 2007-2008 Annual Report
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