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I. INTRODUCTION

The Permanent Council, at its meeting on July 31, 2002, merged the Special Committee on Inter-American Summits Management with the Committee on Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities. The resultant Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) is charged with coordinating the activities that the Summits of the Americas assign to the Organization of American States and civil society participation in OAS activities and the Summit Process. 
This report refers to the activities of the CISC in the 2008-2009 period, which addressed the mandates emanating from the Summits of the Americas and the General Assembly of the Organization as well as the functions assigned by the Permanent Council of the Organization.  This report reflects the achievements of specific activities undertaken by the members of the Committee to carry out the abovementioned mandates.

II. OFFICERS

As Host of the Fifth Summit of the Americas, Trinidad and Tobago assumed the Chairmanship of the Summits of the Americas Process on September 12, 2006 and pursuant to Article 21 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council also assumed the Chair of the Inter- American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS activities (CISC). 
On behalf of the host of the Fifth Summit of the Americas and Chair of the Summit Process, the Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago, Ambassador Glenda Morean-Phillip assumed the Chairmanship of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities on April 30, 2008.  
The OAS General Secretariat exercises the function of technical secretariat of the CISC, and plays a special role in the provision of information related to all of the themes under consideration by the Committee as well as in the coordination of civil society organizations’ engagement with the OAS and involvement in the Summits Process.  The areas of the OAS/GS designated to provide technical secretariat services to the CISC are the Summits of the Americas Secretariat and the Department of International Affairs of the Secretariat of External Relations.
/
III. SPECIFIC MANDATES

The Permanent Council, at its meeting of June 30, 2008, assigned the CISC the following General Assembly resolutions for its follow up and implementation: 
AG/RES. 2393 (XXXVIII O/08)  “Support for and Follow-Up to the Summits of the Americas Process”;  

AG/RES. 2394 (XXXVIII O/08) “Follow-up to the Declaration of Recife.”

AG/RES. 2395 (XXXVIII O/08) “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in the Activities of the Organization of American States and in the Summits of the Americas Process”; and

To fulfil these mandates, the Chair presented a Work Plan (CP/CISC-371/08) which was approved by the CISC at its meeting on September 16, 2008.

IV. ACTIVITIES CARRIED OUT

During the reporting period (2008-2009) the CISC held six regular meetings and one special meeting.  At the meetings held prior to April 2009, the Chair presented status reports on the preparation for the Fifth Summit of the Americas and the Summit of the Americas Secretariat, which is charged with the responsibility for coordinating all matters related to the preparation and implementation of the Fifth Summit of the Americas, presented its reports on the activities which were conducted by the General Secretariat in fulfillment of its mandates contained in the resolutions of the General Assembly. The Department of External Relations especially charged with the coordination of the activities of Civil Society also presented reports on the promotion of Civil Society participation in the OAS and the Summit Process. 
The Committee considered the topics of civil society participation in OAS activities and the Summits of the Americas Process as well as follow-up of the mandates from the Summits of the Americas;.  
A. Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities

In accordance with resolution AG/RES. 2395 (XXXIX-O/08), “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities,” the Committee considered, during this reporting period, twenty nine (29) requests from civil society organizations to be entered into the registry of civil society organizations of the OAS.  Of these requests, the CISC recommended and the Permanent Council approved twenty eight (28) civil society organizations to be included in the registry.  The Permanent Council instructed the CISC to further consider the requests of one (1) civil society organization, Fundación para la Difusión de la Literatura Latinoamericana (FUNDILA).  Likewise, the CISC has three (3) additional civil society organizations pending further consideration:

· Asociación Civil Venezolanos del Mundo - CP/CISC-188/05

· Fundación Momento de la Gente - CP/CISC-202/05
· Fundación Justicia de Paz Monagas - CP/CISC-236/06


The Chair, during the meetings of the CISC, underscored the importance of conforming to the criteria and parameters established in the Organization’s rules and regulations, particularly those contained in resolutions CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) and CP/RES. 840 (1361/03), when studying these applications.


The CISC considered and approved, during its meeting on May 12, 2009 the draft resolution “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities and in the Summits of the Americas Process” (CP/CISC-423/09),.  This resolution takes into account the guidelines and strategies for the participation of civil society organizations in OAS activities that were approved in resolutions CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities” and CP/RES. 840 (1361/03) “Strategies for Increasing and Strengthening Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”


Likewise, the CISC considered the important mandate emanating from the Summits of the Americas, which recognized the role of the OAS in the follow up and implementation of the mandates from the Summits of the Americas and instructed the General Secretariat to coordinate the participation of civil society in the Summit Process.


Furthermore, in relation to the Dialogue between the Heads of Delegations of the Member States and representatives of civil society during the Fifth Summit of the Americas as well as that of the Thirty-ninth regular session of the OAS General Assembly, the Chair of the CISC, the Permanent Mission of Trinidad and Tobago to the OAS, the Permanent Mission of Honduras to the OAS, the Department of International Affairs and the Summits of the Americas Secretariat, carried out the appropriate, respective efforts to ensure ample civil society participation.


In this regard, in fulfillment of the mandate to promote civil society participation in the Summits of the Americas process, the Department of International Affairs and the Summits Secretariat, in collaboration with the host of the Fifth Summit, carried out three sub-regional civil society forums held in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago on October 30-31, 2008; San Salvador, El Salvador on December 8-9, 2008; and Lima, Peru on February 6-7, 2009 regarding the theme of the Fifth Summit of the Americas “Securing Our Citizens’ Future by Promoting Human Prosperity, Energy Security and Environmental Sustainability.”  


The purpose of the Sub-regional Civil Society Forums was to encourage increased discussions and the exchange of ideas among civil society organizations working in the area of the Fifth Summit of the Americas as well as activities related to the themes of the inter-American agenda. The recommendations from each meeting were presented to the member states during meetings of the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG), to the General Secretariat of the OAS, and published on the civil society website of the OAS and were an important perspective feeding into the preparatory process for the Fifth Summit of the Americas which was held in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago from April 17 to 19, 2009.  The  recommendations emanating from the civil society consultations also served as a basis for the Dialogue between Ministers of Foreign Affairs with Social Actors in which representatives from civil society, labour, the indigenous, the private sector and the youth participated on April 17, 2009. .

Additionally, the Department of International Affairs, in cooperation with the Summits of the Americas Secretariat organized the Civil Society Hemispheric Forum in preparation for the OAS General Assembly and the Fifth Summit of the Americas on March 3-4, 2009 in Washington, DC at OAS Headquarters.  The objective of the Civil Society Hemispheric Forum was to stimulate discussion and the exchange of ideas with Member State representatives and among civil society organizations (CSO) that actively monitor OAS activities as they relate to the inter-American agenda and the implementation of Summits of the Americas mandates.  Furthermore, the goal of the Hemispheric Forum was to present the recommendations generated by civil society to OAS Member States in order to contribute to the work undertaken by the OAS in preparation for the Thirty-Ninth Regular Session of the General Assembly and the Fifth Summit of the Americas.  The recommendations generated by the civil society participants of the Hemispheric Forum were shared with member states, the General Secretariat of the OAS, and published on the civil society website of the OAS.

In compliance with operative paragraph 10 of Resolution AG/RES. 2395 (XXXVIII-O/08), the Department of International Affairs of the General Secretariat prepared a draft coordinated strategy for civil society participation entitled, “Strategy for Strengthening Civil Society Participation in the Activities of the Organization of American States (OAS)”, which was the result of a process of analysis and discussion involving all stakeholders. The Strategy took into consideration the points of view of OAS Member States, civil society organizations and the General Secretariat and reinforces and proposes methods of communication and access to the policy-making process within the framework of the OAS.

B. Support for and follow-up to the Summits of the Americas Process

In compliance with resolution AG/RES. 2338 (XXXVII1 O/08) “Support for and Follow-Up to the Summits of the Americas Process,” the General Secretariat, through the Summits of the Americas Secretariat, supported the meetings of the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) held in preparation for the Summit of the Americas scheduled to be held in Trinidad and Tobago from April 17-19, 2009.
In providing technical support for the Fifth Summit of the Americas as mandated, the Summits of the Americas Secretariat (SAS) worked closely with the National Summit Secretariat of the host Government, the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago.  The two Secretariats worked in tandem in preparing for the pre-summit meetings and negotiations of the draft Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain, and maintained a close relationship with all National Coordinators of the Member States throughout the process. The support given to the process by the OAS/SAS consisted of planning, coordination, and follow-up of the activities for which the OAS/SAS was responsible in respect of all Regular and Plenipotentiary Meetings of the SIRG and from the presentation of the draft Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain on July 24, 2008 to its adoption on April 19, 2009 – a total of twelve (12) meetings .  The following specific tasks were also undertaken:

1. Provided advice to participants in the process with a view to facilitating dialogue for the advancement of the negotiations, and to build consensus among OAS Member States on the Summit Declaration. 

· Provided relevant advice on the customary internal proceedings of the OAS based on past negotiations and other precedents within the OAS, with a view to facilitating the advancement of the negotiations of the Draft Declaration of Port of Spain.  

· Coordinated the production of the negotiated documents as well as their distribution to Member States and to the institutional partners in the Joint Summit Working Group.

Within the framework of the Summit of the Americas process a follow-up system on Summit mandates has been envisaged for the future consideration by the OAS membership. The follow-up system on Summit of the Americas mandates is a working strategy that will provide countries with management tools by way of a results-oriented management approach, so that challenges identified in the mandates are related to the medium- and long-term domestic policy objectives of the 34 Organization of American States (OAS) member countries.  The aim of this follow-up system is to launch a new methodology for implementation of the mandates with a view to modernizing and streamlining the processes for the involvement of all the stakeholders of the Summit of the Americas. 

As the institutional memory of the Summit Process as well as the coordinator of the Joint Summit Working Group (JSWG), the General Secretariat, through the Summit Secretariat, coordinated the reporting of the institutions of the JSWG, including the technical areas of the OAS, on the individual and collective work performed, to implement Summit mandates and commitments.  These efforts were compiled and published in the report, “Achievements of the Summits of the Americas: From Mar del Plata to Port of Spain (Report of the JSWG).  This publication was distributed at the Fifth Summit of the Americas in April 2009 and will be made available to Member State delegations at the 39th OAS General Assembly in San Pedro Sula, Honduras in June 2009.

The JSWG institutions actively participated in SIRG meetings held in July, September, October, November and December of 2009, as well as January, February, March and April of 2009 in order to provide technical assistance and advice to OAS Member States during the negotiation process of the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain.  A consolidated document of all written technical submissions solicited and received from the JSWG from July to December 2009, on the draft Declaration, was compiled and presented to the National Secretariat for the Fifth Summit of the Americas, to assist with the ongoing negotiation and consolidation of the Declaration.

In order to provide member states and social actors with a forum to consider the various policy implications and approaches that could be considered as part of the preparation for the Fifth Summit, three policy roundtables were organized by the OAS/GS on Human Prosperity (November 2008), Energy Security (December 2008) and Environmental Sustainability (February 2009). These roundtables included members of the JSWG (OAS, Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), World Bank, and International Labour Organization (ILO). Each policy roundtable produced a policy brief which was distributed to Summit stakeholders to further inform the negotiations of the Declaration of Commitment at SIRG meetings, participants of sub-regional civil society Summit forums and other related events.  

JSWG members actively participated in the on-line fora organized through the Summits of the Americas Virtual Platform (SVP) from September 2008 through March 2009.  The GS/OAS coordinated this participation by actively publicizing these fora to the JSWG and recruiting technical experts from the institutions to submit comments to the on-line discussion and to post key technical documents in the priority areas.   

A meeting of the Heads of the partner institutions of the JSWG was held in the margins of the Fifth Summit of the Americas on April 17, 2009 in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago.  This meeting served to begin the discussions on the coordination of implementation strategies for the Fifth Summit mandates.  In addition, a meeting of the JSWG Heads with US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton took place on April 19, 2009 to discuss coordinated actions for the implementation of Summit commitments in the areas of social protection, energy and climate change, public security and crime, and democratic governance.  Currently, plans are underway for a meeting of Heads to take place in May 2009 and again at the 39th OAS General Assembly in June. At this meeting a draft consolidated JSWG work plan for the implementation of the Fifth Summit mandates will be presented for the consideration of OAS Member States.   

At its meeting on May 20, 2009, the CISC considered and approved (ad referendum) the draft resolution, presented by the Chair of the CISC, CP/CISC-421/09 rev. 3 “Support for and Follow-up to the Summits of the Americas Process” as well as CP/CISC-420/09 rev. 3 “Follow-up and Implementation of the Mandates of the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain of the Fifth Summit of the Americas.”
C. Declaration of Recife 
In resolution AG/RES. 2394 (XXXVIII-O/08), “Follow-up to the Declaration of Recife,” operative paragraph 4, the General Assembly requests the presentation of a report to the General Assembly on the implementation of this resolution at its thirty-ninth regular session.  In fulfillment of this mandate, a report was submitted to the Chair of the CISC referring to:  
1.
Subregional meetings of the High-Level Inter-American Network on Decentralization, Local Government, and Citizen Participation (RIAD)
2. Participation by RIAD in the Forum of Local Government Ministers of the Caribbean
3. Participation by RIAD in the Fifth Summit of Governors, Mayors, Prefects and Presidents of the Latin America and Caribbean Region
4. Distance learning course on decentralization and citizen participation
D. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS


With regard to the follow up activities of the Summits of the Americas Process, the OAS, through its organs, agencies, and entities, focused its activities on the fulfillment of Summits of the Americas mandates, especially those related to providing the necessary support for the Fifth Summit of the Americas which was held in the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago.

The Committee is pleased to conclude that the Organization of American States continues to play an active role in the follow-up and implementation of Summits of the Americas initiatives and in promoting the participation of civil society in OAS activities and the Summits of the Americas Process.


Likewise, the Committee believes that it is fundamental for the General Secretariat to continue providing the necessary support to effectively follow up on the mandates of the Summits of the Americas, which include the methodological and technical support for the implementation of those mandates and assessment of progress in achieving their objectives, as well as all necessary efforts to ensure linkages of Summits mandates with the inter-American ministerial and sectorial meetings. Such support should also include the work of coordinating and promoting the effective participation of civil society in the activities of the OAS and the Summits Process.


The Committee acknowledges the General Secretariat, in particular the Summits of the Americas Secretariat, the Department of International Affairs of the Secretariat for External Relations  and the Secretariat of the Permanent Council, for all their support during this period. I must commend especially the hard-working Secretary of the CISC, Mrs Carmen Lucia de la Pava for her untiring efforts and valuable support.

This report and the attached draft resolutions reflect the recommendations of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities for future action and will be presented to the Permanent Council and, eventually, to the thirty-ninth regular session of the General Assembly.

Glenda Morean-Phillip
Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago to the OAS
Chair, Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and

Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities
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�.	In accordance with Executive Order 08-01 rev.1.


�.	Trinidad and Tobago assumed the chairmanship of the Summits of the Americas Process on September 12, 2006 and is therefore, Chair of the Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities, pursuant to Article 21 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council. See the Permanent Council decision in document CP/SA.1556/06, "Record of the regular meeting held on July 20, 2006".















