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ANALYSIS OF ELEMENTS FOR PARTICIPATION BY FUNDACIÓN VIDA – GRUPO ECOLÓGICO VERDE IN THE FRAMEWORK OF REGISTRATION BY CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES

This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs of the Secretariat for External Relations, for the purpose of providing the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) with background information on the civil society organization Fundación Vida–Grupo Ecológico Verde of Colombia.


The information contained in this report is being provided pursuant to resolution CP/RES.759 “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.” This document includes a summary and a list of issues and documents submitted by Fundación Vida–Grupo Ecológico Verde.
1. Background
The non-profit organization Fundación Vida–Grupo Ecológico Verde was established in April 1996 in Santiago de Cali, Colombia, with offices in Madrid, Spain. Fundación Vida–Grupo Ecológico Verde is engaged in conservation, protection, and development of natural resources, the environment, and humans through programs geared towards strengthening civil society.  It also promotes human rights and environmental protection as well as children rights and family rights.
Fundación Vida–Grupo Ecológico Verde carries out social action programs to combat the inequality and marginalization suffered by vulnerable groups, and thus researches specific environmental and sustainable development issues, protects the ethnic and cultural traditions of Afro descendant people (especially in Colombia), and cooperates internationally with organizations from developing countries.
Fundación Vida–Grupo Ecológico Verde has participated in OAS meetings, including the Meeting of High-Level National Authorities on Natural Disaster Reduction and Risk Management.  It receives its income from donations and contributions from its members.
Fundación Vida–Grupo Ecológico Verde of Colombia submitted its application for registration with the OAS on May 1, 2007.

2. Name, address, and date of incorporation of the CSO 

Name:
Fundación Vida – Grupo Ecológico Verde 

Address:



Calle 21 N, N° 3N 





Santiago de Cali, Valle de Cauca, Colombia

E-Mail:
fundacionvida@email.com, afro_colombianos@hotmail.com
President:



Luis Alberto Alarcón Valencia
Vice President:



Jorge Luis González Valencia

Secretary:



María Rosa García Martín

Date of incorporation: 


January 6, 1998
Address in Spain:


Calle Juguetería N° 8. 





28037 Madrid, España
Telephone (s): 



0034 915 220 405

0034 915 225 183

0034 646 916 984

Date established:


July 31, 2002
3. Primary areas of activity and their relationship to OAS activities
The following areas of activity carried out by Fundación Vida–Grupo Ecológico Verde are related to OAS activities in:
· Strengthening the management of grassroots community outreach organizations;

· Promoting the installation of local, regional, and international monitors on the rights and responsibilities of Afro-descendant communities, minorities, and natural resources;

· Promoting fair trade and support for artisans;
· Promoting programs to eradicate forced child labor, child prostitution, and the participation of children in armed conflicts and protecting them from all forms of abuse and ill-treatment; and
· Setting up support networks for Afro descendant children and families of children with disabilities.
4. CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS
Fundación Vida–Grupo Ecológico Verde (F.V. – G.E.V.) believes its experiences and specialization in sustainable development, environment, and Afro descendants in Colombia would benefit the OAS and its members through the following activities:
· Research, documentation, and presentation of reports on human rights violation cases, especially those related to Afro descendant people in Colombia;

· Promotion of human rights, especially in the area of the rights of at-risk children;
· Dissemination of documents and instruments on human rights, especially those that have been adopted by the inter-American human rights system; and
· Organizing human rights publicity campaigns geared towards violence reduction.
5. Identification of potential areas of collaboration with the OAS
Fundación Vida–Grupo Ecológico Verde proposes to collaborate with the OAS in the following areas:
· Participating in activities of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs’ Working Group to Prepare a Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities (2006-2016) and make recommendations to members of the Afro descendant community with disability;
· Helping to draw up and evaluate strategies to facilitate civil society participation in OAS activities by supporting the work of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities; 

· Supporting the work of the Department of Sustainable Development of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development related to the implementation of projects, programs, and policies to incorporate environmental priorities; and 
· Collaborating on the Draft Social Charter of the Americas especially as regards issues related to the inclusion of Afro descendants and other minorities, by participating actively in hemispheric forums organized by the OAS to that effect.

6. Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter to the Secretary General of the OAS, dated April 28, 2007

· Mission Statement
· Incorporation papers
· Statutes
· Annual report on activities for the year 2008
· 2008 Financial Statements
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