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ANALYSIS OF FACTORS RELATED TO THE PARTICIPATION BY THE NETWORK OF NGOs FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF WOMEN TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES

This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs / Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization (CSO) Network of NGOs of Trinidad and Tobago for the Advancement of Women.

The information contained in this report corresponds to Resolution CP/RES. 759, "Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities."  This document includes a summary and list of documentation presented by Network of NGOs of Trinidad and Tobago for the Advancement of Women in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines. 

1.
Background
The Network of NGOs of Trinidad and Tobago for the Advancement of Women is a non-profit organization founded on July 1984, in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, for the purpose of promoting and encouraging a deeper and broader awareness and understanding of all aspects of human rights and fundamental freedoms as they relate to women.
The Network of NGOs of Trinidad and Tobago for the Advancement of Women is involved in the development of a democratic society in Trinidad and Tobago that respects law and order, and guarantees equal rights for all citizens at all times by promoting the rights of women, social security, and political advancement.

The Network of NGOs for the Advancement of Women reviews the policies, programs and legislation relating to women in the field of human rights and fundamental freedoms with a view to ensuring the continued fulfillment of governmental obligations undertaken in accordance with international, regional and other conventions.
The Network of NGOs of Trinidad and Tobago for the Advancement of Women receives funding from direct voluntary contributions from member organizations, donations, government grants, legacies, fundraising efforts and other sources.

The Network of NGOs of Trinidad and Tobago for the Advancement of Women submitted its application for registration with the OAS on September 8, 2008.
2.
Name, address, and date of establishment of the CSO
Name:
Network of NGOs of Trinidad and Tobago for the Advancement of Women
Address:


Professional Center, RM 105-6 Fitz Blackman Drive, Woodrook




Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago
Telephone:


210 2530 /34 /51 – 544 9024

E-mail address:



hazelb@wow.net; network@wow.net
Coordinator:


Hazel Brown
Date of foundation:

July 16, 1984
3.
Primary areas of activity and their relationship to OAS activities
The Network of NGOs of Trinidad and Tobago for the Advancement of Women promotes the protection of human rights and women’s participation in the political, economic, and social process. The following areas are among those in which the Network of NGOs of Trinidad and Tobago for the Advancement of Women is engaged that relate to OAS activities:

· Participate in the proposal and discussion of legislative reforms in the area of human rights and gender equality to promote antidiscrimination legislation to benefit women in Trinidad & Tobago;

· Promote the recognition in law of equality of rights between men and women, and to explore ways to give women equal opportunities with men to realize their human rights and fundamental freedoms;

· Promote citizen participation mechanisms to broaden the social infrastructure needed to foster equal rights and social development; and
· Carry out the necessary research and formulate proposals for the advancement of women for relevant decision-making bodies internationally, regionally and nationally.

4.
CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS
The Network of NGOs of Trinidad and Tobago for the Advancement of Women executes projects that contribute to the preservation of human rights and promote community and citizen participation focusing on:
· Disseminating community and citizen participation in human rights issues through the creation of forums, workshops, and events;
· Communicating and exchanging information and data with international, regional and national groups in all matters of concern to women in the field of human rights and the fundamentals of freedom;

· Disseminate information to Foreign Affairs Ministers and other top government officials of Member States through presentations, special reports, and bulletins related to human rights; and

· Promotion of the values of equality and equity as expressed by the OAS, to avoid discrimination based on gender.

5.
Identification of OAS work areas
The Network of NGOs of Trinidad and Tobago for the Advancement of Women offers to collaborate with the OAS in the following areas:
· Support for the activities of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) and the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) in the promotion and protection of human rights, with emphasis on gender equality;
· Work to promote and defend the principles of the OAS Inter-American Democratic Charter, institution building and strengthening of mechanisms for citizen participation, in conjunction with the Secretariat for Political Affairs (SPA);

· Participate in the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices of the Department of Education and Culture of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI); and
· Cooperate with the Summits of the Americas Secretariat and the Department of International Affairs of the Secretariat for External Relations (SER) to participate in activities to promote civil society participation and formulate recommendations to the political bodies of the Organization in the area of human rights.
6.
Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS

· Letter to the OAS Secretary General of April 7, 2008

· Constitution 
· Certificate of incorporation
· 2006 financial statements (audited by Lee and Company)
· Strategic Plan (prepared August 2003)
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