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ANALYSIS OF FACTORS RELATING TO THE APPLICATION BY ORGANIZACIÓN BOMBEROS AMERICANOS TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES 

This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs/Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization (CSO) Organización Bomberos Americanos. 
The information contained in this report is provided pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” and includes a summary and a list of data and documentation presented by Organización Bomberos Americanos in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.
1.
Background
The nonprofit Organización Bomberos Americanos was founded on October 27, 2006 in Montevideo, Uruguay, to bring together firefighter institutions of the countries of the Americas to establish and strengthen their common bonds and promote community work in risk management and accident prevention as well as training of youth brigades through project and program exchanges from each country.
Organización Bomberos Americanos brings together members of the top level organizations of Fire Fighter Systems in Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Honduras, Mexico, Paraguay, United States, and Venezuela. Organización Bomberos Americanos receives voluntary contributions from its members, and income from membership subscription and its community newspaper.


Organización Bomberos Americanos submitted its request for registration with the OAS on January 23, 2009.
2.
Name, address, and date of establishment of the CSO
Name:



Organización Bomberos Americanos
Address:
Calle Hipolito Yrigoyen 1628, piso 2º, Ciudad de Buenos Aires, Argentina C.P. (C1089AAF)
Telephone:


(0115411) – 4124-5551
Fax:



(0115411) – 4124-5558

E-mail addressed:



presidencia@bomberos.org.ar
Website  


www.bomberos.org.ar
President:


Carlos Alberto Ferlise
Date established: 

October 27, 2006
3. 
Primary areas of activity of the CSO and their relationship to OAS activities
Organización Bomberos Americanos activities relate to OAS activities in the following areas:
· Promoting international and interregional firefighter cooperation projects and creating a disaster rapid-response mechanism;
· Exchange of information on the various pieces of policy legislation and the private sector in order to increase the funds necessary to carry out firefighting activities;
· Promoting the adoption of common terminologies, standards, and operating procedures in handling hazardous materials in keeping with United Nations guidelines; and
· Promoting the implementation of emergency and disaster risk management procedures and methods.
4.
CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS
Contributions by Organización de Bomberos Americanos to the OAS are mainly in:
· Raising public awareness about the need to encourage legal mechanisms for community participation and for them to be implemented with public- or private-sector bodies;

· Designing, proposing, and implementing road safety programs targeting government officials, NGOs, and the wider community by promoting the reduction of accidents and fires; and 
· Conducting research and data collection through partnerships with universities and other organizations in order to measure levels of public awareness on issues related to public safety procedures and standards.
5.
Identification of OAS work areas in which the CSO proposes to collaborate

Organización Bomberos Americanos proposes to collaborate with the OAS in the following areas:
· Support for activities of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security (SMS) in promoting and protecting at-risk citizens and those in disaster situations;

· Submission of recommendations to the OAS political bodies on issues related to the promotion of risk management procedures and methods and accident prevention;
· Promotion of the work of the OAS Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) in drafting the Convention against Racial Discrimination and Intolerance by promoting a reduction of violence and crime; and

· Promotion of citizen participation in OAS activities and in the Summit of the Americas process through projects and programs undertaken by the Department of International Affairs of the Secretariat for External Relations (SER) in conjunction with the Summits of the Americas Secretariat.

6.
Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter addressed to the OAS Secretary General, dated January 23, 2009 

· Statutes dated October 27, 2006
· Certificate of Approval of Statutes 
· Annual Activites Report 2008 

· Financial statements for 2008 signed by Dr. Osvaldo Petruzzello, Public Accountant
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