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ANALYSIS OF ELEMENTS FOR PARTICIPATION BY SCALABRINI INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION NETWORK (SIMN) IN THE FRAMEWORK OF REGISTRATION BY CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES

This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs / Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the Member States of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization Scalabrini International Migration Network (SIMN).

The information contained in this report corresponds to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), "Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities."  This document includes a summary and list of documentation presented by Scalabrini International Migration Network (SIMN) in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines. 

1.
Background

Scalabrini International Migration Network (SIMN) is a non-profit organization founded on April 12, 2007, in New York, New York, for the purpose of defending, promoting and advancing the fundamental rights of migrants, refugees, seafarers, exiles and any person impacted by human mobility. 
SIMN organizes socio-cultural services through migrant’s service centers, orphanages, homes for the elderly and schools, among others. SIMN has international headquarters in Brussels and Geneva, and is active in 15 OAS Member States including: Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Dominican Republic, Guatemala, Haiti, Mexico, Paraguay, Peru, United States, Uruguay and Venezuela.
SIMN carries out its activities with contributions from the Congregation of the Missionaries of the Saint Charles-Scalabrinians and through private donations and grants.

SIMN submitted its application for registration with the OAS on May 15, 2009.
2.
Name, address, and date of establishment of the CSO
Name:



Scalabrini International Migration Network (SIMN)
Address:


27 Carmine Street.




New York, NY 10014-4423
Telephone:


1(212) 243-5440
Fax:



1(212) 727-2866

E-mail address:



development@simn-cs.net; advocacy@simn-cs.net  
Website: 


www.simn-cs.net 

Executive Director:

Leonir Mario Chiarello
Date of establishment:

April 12, 2007
3.
Primary areas of activity and their relationship to OAS activities

The main objective of SIMN is to defend, promote and advance fundamental rights of migrants. Its activities are related to those of the OAS in the following areas:

· Promoting and protecting the human rights of all people, especially in connection with migrants, refugees, exiled and any person impacted by human mobility;
· Fostering the advancement of the private, social, political and cultural conditions of immigrants, asylum seeking, family members impacted by matters related to migration;

· Designing research programs related to human mobility, cross-cultural dialogue and transnational collaboration for human development; and  
· Conducting research and studies about migration in order to create awareness, and to promote public policies to deal with migration.

4.
CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS
SIMN can assist and contribute to OAS interests through the following activities:
· Carry out educational and training programs to prevent and treat issues of disappearance, exploitation, and trafficking of persons;
· Promote the sharing of best practices and coordination between governmental institutions and civil society organizations regarding themes of migrants;

· Develop programs and services which impact the health, safety, welfare, education, housing and economic conditions of the migrant population; 

· Conduct research and studies about human mobility in order to create awareness, and to promote public policies to deal with the issue; and

· Strengthen protective mechanisms for human rights of migrants in the region through advocacy at the municipal and national levels for effective legislation to protect at-risk citizens.

5.
Identification of OAS work areas
SIMN offers to collaborate with the OAS in the following areas:
· Supporting and ensuring the work and activities of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) to promote and protect human rights with emphasis on migrants;
· Promoting the activities of the Department of International Affairs of the Secretariat for External Relations (SER) and the work of the Summits Secretariat through participation in OAS-related activities, particularly sending representatives as observers to public meetings of the Permanent Council and its subsidiary bodies open to the participation of civil society, as well as General Assemblies, Ministerial, and Summit-related meetings;
· Contributing to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) in its review of the Inter-American Human Rights System and aiding in the promotion of OAS strategies for the protection of human rights defenders; 
· Collaborating the Department of Public Security of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, especially in its work related to fight trafficking in persons; and
· Cooperating with the Special Committee on Migration Issues Work Plan of the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, including Migrant Workers and their Families.
6.
Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS

· Letter to the OAS Secretary General dated May 15, 2009
· Certificate of incorporation dated April 12, 2007
· By-laws
· 2008 annual activity report
· 2008 financial statements (SIMN-Treasurer, Ezio Marchetto)
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