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ANALYSIS OF FACTORS RELATED TO THE APPLICATION BY THE
CATÓLICAS PELO DIREITO DE DECIDIR 

TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES

This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs / Secretariat for External Relations to provide member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) with information on the civil society organization (CSO) the Católicas pelo Direito de Decidir.
The information contained in this report corresponds to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”  This document contains a summary and a list of supporting documentation presented by the Católicas pelo Direito de Decidir in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.

1. Background
Católicas pelo Direito de Decidir is an inter-religious and feminist non-governmental organization based in Sao Paolo, Brazil working to promote the sexual and reproductive rights of women.  Founded in 1994, Católicas pelo Direito de Decidir works with the Latin American Network Católicas por El Derecho a Decidir as well as in Spain and Catholics for Choice in the United States.  
Católicas pelo Direito de Decidir furthers its mission by creating a space for intra and inter-religious dialogue on subjects related to gender equity, human rights, and citizenship.  In order to achieve these goals, Católicas pelo Direito de Decidir works in six inter-related areas: developing and executing capacity building projects; creating public media; participating in religious and social movements; broadening social and political support for sexual and reproductive rights; generating research academic studies; and producing and disseminating publications on religion and reproductive health issues, such as maternity, abortion, and contraception.
Funding for Católicas pelo Direito de Decidir is derived from contributions and donations from the federal government of Brazil, national and international non-governmental organizations as well as international organizations and foundations, including the Brazilian Ministry of Health, the United Nations Population Fund (FNUAP), the United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM), The Ford Foundation, and the Brazilian Foundation for Research and Extension.
Católicas pelo Direito de Decidir submitted its application to the OAS on September 15, 2008.

2. Name, address, and date of establishment

Name:
Católicas pelo Direito de Decidir
Address: 
Rua Professor Sebatião Soares de Faria 57 6 andar
Bela Vista – São Paulo – SP – CEP 01317-010

Brazil
Telephone:
(+55) 11 3541-3476
Fax:
(+55) 11 3541-3476

E-mail address:
cddbr@uol.com.br
Website:
www.catolicasonline.org.br
President:
Maria José Fontelas Rosado Nunes
Date of charter: 
July 15, 1994
3. Primary areas of activity of the CSO and their relationship to OAS activities

Católicas pelo Direito de Decidir concentrates its efforts, as an inter-religious and feminist entity organization, on the sexual and reproductive rights of women.  Their areas of activities related to the OAS are:
· Develop workshops and conferences aimed at promoting debates and analyzing issues related to sexuality, sexual and reproductive rights and health, and the empowerment of women and religion;
· Broaden social and political support for sexual and reproductive rights and gender equality;
· Implement capacity building projects with women, young people, and marginalized communities aimed a familiarizing beneficiaries on issues related to sexuality and sexual rights, including abortion, gender-based violence, lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender / transsexual people (LGBT);
· Advocate Brazilian public officials on the necessity of laws and regulations that respond to the interests of women with particular attention to the role of religion and ethics that impact sexual and reproductive rights; and
· Develop and disseminating media publications on issues related to religion and women’s sexual and reproductive rights and health.
4. CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

The work of Católicas pelo Direito de Decidir can contribute to OAS work through the following activities:

· Working with intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations in Brazil and in the Latin American region to address issues related to women’s sexual and reproductive rights and health and other gender-related issues; 

· Compiling and disseminating information about inter-religious issues, reproductive rights and health; and discrimination of sexual minorities (i.e. youth, LGBT, etc.);
· Training and updating women, youth, community leaders, students, and health professionals on gender-based violence, religion, and sexual and reproductive rights and health in Brazil and the Americas; and
· Researching, writing, and disseminating reports and articles, for use in workshops and seminars on gender-based reproductive rights and health education.
5. Identification of the OAS work areas
Católicas pelo Direito de Decidir intends to support the ongoing activities of the OAS by:
· Disseminate the results of the work of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights in efforts to promote the human rights dialogue in Brazil;
· Participate in the activities of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, particularly the negotiations of the Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Intolerance 

· Develop studies related to and supporting the work of the Inter-American Commission of Women and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights; and

· Attend OAS-related activities, particularly sending representatives as observers to public meetings of the Permanent Council and its subsidiary bodies open to the participation of civil society, as well as General Assemblies, Ministerial, and Summit-related meetings.

6. Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter addressed to the Secretary General of the OAS, dated September 15, 2008
· Official name, address, and date of establishment of the organization and names of its directors and legal representatives

· Primary areas of activity 

· Institutional mission statement

· Charter dated July 15, 1994 

· 2008 audited financial statements

· 2008 Annual Report 
· Articles of Incorporation
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